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PREFACE. 



X HE following Sermons were begun, and most of them 
finished, dnriDg an interval of rest from public labours iri 
the Church. The Author having been accustomed to 
considerable employment, in important spheres of action, 
in the Lord's vineyard, he wished now, when free from 
other engagements, to employ his time in writing, with a 
view to benefit his fellow mortals ; but hesitated for a time 
what sulyect he should tkke in hand. His attention had 
been previously called to the very important one of 
Baptismal RegeneratioH, agitated at the time by Dr. 
Mant. Tlie particular attention which the writer had 
long given to this doctrine, as taught by our Church, 
etiabled him to embrace a decided opinion on this inte^ 
resting point; and the approbation with which hb 
tzeatise upon '* Spiritual Regeneration not necessarily 
connected with Baptism," was received by many persoii!» 
of piety* and discernment, induced the Author, at the 
suggestion and urgent request of some of his most re- 
spected friends, to und^iake the tevi^al, enlargement. 
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Vlli PREFACE. 

and new modelling 6f that performance. He spent a 
considerable time in investigating, particularly, the 
genuine iTieamng of Regeneration^ as found in the Scrip- 
tures, and taught in the Church of England ; and in 
enquiring into the validity of the various systems by 
virhich the opposing sentiment was defended. He ever 
was, and still is, decidedly of opinion that the question of 
Regeneration is of vital importance to the welfare of the 
Church of England, and of the Church of Christ, ^d 
be thinks that the subject cannot undergo too minute an 
examination ; fully convinced as he is, (though the foun- 
dation upon which this ppin| was originally argued i§ 
essentially departed from,) that the same enoneous im*- 
pression is still intended to be made, and in very maiiy 
instances, is made, upon mankind. Being unwilling to 
send out the work hastily, though encouraged to pul^h, 
by some that are high in office and estimation in the Uni- 
versity where he was educated, who o£fered to guanmtee a 
part of the expence, he has, for the present, suffered his 
attention to be turned to the following Sermons. 

The character and design of this littie vokime is, in 
the writer's ophiion, pretty clearly expressed in the title 
page. He had no design of entering into controversy 
in these Discourses; and therefore he has avoided all 
such topics, as might have kd to the introducticm of 
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PREFACE. iX 

discussions, about which ivise and good men might have 
differed in opinion. He is not, however, an nnconcetned 
observer of the various divergent sentiments which, at' 
thb moment, divide and wound the church of Christ. 
He feels a strong conviction that the Gospel of the grace 
of God is, on the one hand, obscured by admixtures which 
tend to foster the pride of human nature; and on the 
other, dishonoured by partial views of the Scriptures, and 
by mistaken notions of divine agency, and human res- 
ponsibility. And he has a design, if God shall enable 
him to execute it, of stating his sentiments upon some of 
, the principal topics in each of those branches. 

Though he has here cautiously avoided bringing doc- 
trines forward in a controversial shape, he is far from being 
indifferent to the truths taught ; or to the manner of teaching 
them. While, therefore, he willingly admits that much foti* 
tude may be allowed to different sentiments, not essential to 
salvation, and to different modes of expressing the same 
sentiment ; he still feels strongly impressed with the import- 
ance and necessity of keeping as near to the Scripturesas pos- 
sible, both in the ideas we form, and in our manner of coiivey- 
mg them to others. The writer has had much opportunity 
of perceiving that a small deviation from Scriptural 
phraseology, has been the forerunner of dangerous erron; 
and he has frequently been grieved to see the words of 
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X pre;fa€k>. 

Scripture compouncl^ and worked i^k ioto an ua^criptiii^ 
form; and Urns made to convey id^s and doctnim'm9i 
way which the word of God will not wan^nt or justify «. 

He considers divine <ru<A to be the life of th^ s^; tbe 
ijtal principle by which our h^ai^ts ai^ sa^^ctified, mi made 
meet far the service and enjoyment of God, in this worfd 
and in the next. Truth is onfy to be found in the ward of 
God as the fountain, and in whatever takes its form, and 
constitution from that word. Rut eyen tndh U»d/ ioes. 
not become truth to us, simj^y as it is perceivisd. by the 
wuknUmding, but as it is embracied mth the heart. The 
great point, therefore, which the writer of the following 
Discourses has endeavoured to keep constantly in view, is 
the^i^-gt'nfiy effiemn^ cf the GoapeL Our Lord assures 
us thaAhiatwaris are epni^f and his warde.areHftu So far 
then as mm lift 19 communicated to the soul, so far the 
genuine gospel of Christ is embraced, and no farther. It 
is no proof of our having recewed the trtUh m the leae of it, 
that we are able to state with clearness the doctrinal instruc- 
tion of Scripture; for, so for as language only is concerned^ 
one set of words may be made use of as well as another. 
But the evidence of divme truth is exhibited when the soul 
is cast inte the mould ^ the Gaepd, Then, and then only, 
can we admit, with theAposlle, tkt '< our GoH>el came 
Dot in word only, but also in power^ and in the HoI> 
Ghost, and in much assurance/' 
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- PREFACE. Xi 

The writer^s great design, therefore in construetitig.the 
feUofving Sermons has been this, to pkee the trnlh before 
the reader in that form which he believes the Bibfe to phee 
it in; To keep steadily in view, thoste truths which are im- 
portant, vital, essential : To give such descriptions of ibe 
jdHHige of heart and life, which the reception of truth con- 
■veys, as shall distinguish it from all false appearances, and 
to separate Nis fkr as possible every deceitful experience 
^m the genuine : and so to exhibit the free grace of Qodf 
and so to hold forth the rich privileges and enjoyments of 
tree religion, that the believer may fredy take the consola- 
tion and satisfaction whidi God freely affords. Sinners 
me also invited, and intreated to believe in Christ to the 
^ving of the soul. Their previous condemnation, and 
thdr subsequent additional guilt, if they refuse to believe 
in Jesus, are fully set before them. Nor is any impedi- 
ment, or embarrassing condition placed in the way of thdr 
^receiving Christ by faith, immediately, and without delay. 
Tor he is persuaded that this is the great subject of con- 
^kmnation, that *^ jnen love darkness rather than light be- 
cause their deeds are evil/' He has no notion of any 
truth which. God has revested, being without its use. He 
has wished, therefore, to deliver, substantially, *^ all the 
counsel of God.'' But he has given prominence and 
«flkct to such subjects only as he considers to be of vital 

Digitized by LnOOQ IC 



%U PREFACE. 

impontanc^ towfordfl formiQg the Ufe-r-regulatiiig the con- 
versation — comforting the soul — and building up the be- 
H^yer ^ hia most hofy faith. 

Of the Author!s manner, of writing, and the exec^ion 
of Ijie .work, he has, of course, but little to say; but lona/t 
leav^ thfut to .the judgment . of the candid and intelligent 
reader. He may be permitted to observe that he has not 
knovviu^ly copied a sentence from any writer — ^which he 
has not acknowledged. He nevertheless believes that 
the Sermons on Original Sin, are, in the outlipe, so far as 
his recollection would serve him, formed after the moddi 
of President Edwards's Treatise on that subject. 

And now, courteous reader, the Author has only to beg of 
yop, that you will well and deeply consider your own coi^ 
cern in. the truths here delivered; and earnestly pray, and 
faithfully endeavour that they may be so grafted in the 
heart — may so. form the life, that othei^ may see yojur 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven ; 
and that your own comfort may be abundantly, increased 
by the perusal. — He has only to request further, you^ 
prayers on his behalf; and that God would graciousfy 
bless this little volume, to the praise and glory of bis holy 
. name/ and to the salvation of immortal souls. 

Lntterworthf 

Oc/o6«r 21, 18iT. 
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SERMON L 

^HE RIGHT EMPLOYMENT OF THE MIND. 

1 Timothy, iv. 15. 
Jifeditate an theie Thmga. 

A.S mafr » the «%r ratimml csea^mehe* 
longing to iMs lower world, it is very afflict- 
ing and haipitiating to think that he should 
not be well employed. And it is still more 
distressing, as it respects this creature, that 
hciis the only one which is not so. Man alone 
is capable of celebrating his Maker's praise, 
yet he alone dishonors him. It is our duty, 
as Ministers^ to endeavour so to set the Al-* 
eighty before you, that you may understand 
and know with what a God you have to do. 
Aad it is your duty, so to consider what 
things you are concerned to know, as to be 
duly affected towards them. Man is not 
only a -rational, but a busy creature. His 
mind is always in action. What is so quick 
or active as thought ? What pity he should 
not have proper objects to think upon!' 
Doubtless the world has stifiiciait allure- 
ments; and the soul is in the greatest danget 
of lending its best powers to the considera^ 

B 
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2 THE RIGHT EMPLOYMENT 

tion of things least worthy of its attention. 
The fictitious display of imposing scenes, 
and the artful w^s used to engage the at- 
tention . of mankind, too often, and too fa- 
tally succeed with the thoughtless and undis- 
cerning. And as all are, by nature, updis- 
cerning, as to those things " which make for 
their peace/" it «bei^ SIX our souls with 
sympathy, and our hearts with desires and 
endeavours to draw their minds to higher 
and happier considerations. My friends, we 
value your souls — we see your danger — we. 
wwp pver your }ieedles$ lollies, when we 
see you spending " your mon^y for that 
vhiiqh is not bread, and your labour for that 
w^icji satisfietb not;" and we beseech you to 
^gard your Lord's admonition ; *' hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is 
epod, and let your soul delight itself in 
fatne$s: Incline your ear, and come unfe> 
me; ibear, and your soul shall live," * And 
we rejpice when we find the hearts of our 
felipw creatures, and fellow §inner^, deeply 
and .^uly attentive to the things of God ; 
and paying some aflfectipnate regjard to them^ 
correspondent to their worth. 

These views seem to h^ve filled St. Paul's 
mind with holy ardour, and earliest expecta- 
Uon, while he exhprted his spn Timothy, 
26S a " good Minister of Jesus Christ," to 
attend to the " word3 of faith and of good 
doctrine;" ' to shun what is unprofitable and 

I Bom. xit, 19. * !»• h. 2, 3. 31 Tim. i?. 6. 
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vain ; and to recommend true " godliness, 
which is profitable unto all things, having 
promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come."' And in order that he 
might at all times be duly qualified for this 
sacred office, both in wisdom and experience, 
he says, in the words of our text, ** meditate 
on these things." Let us earnestly implore 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we 
may derive instruction and benefit from a 
contemplation of this subject, which we 
shall consider under three particulars: The 
Ohjects—The Manner— And the Benefit of 
Meditation. 

FIRST. — ^The Objects of Meditation. 

Meditate on ^^ these things.'' What these 
things are, we- learn from the preceding con- 
text. They are briefly comprehended in txoo 
objects, and their mutual relations and con- 
nection with each other : namely, God and 
Man. Man in his fallen »tate, and God in the 
character of a Saviour ; with various objects 
of doctrine and conduct which may contri- 
bute to or obstruct his gracious designs. — 
Though this advice was given to a Mmister 
and teacher; what we wish to advance will be 
equally needful to all. As the subject is 
bdundtess, we shall of necessity confine our 
attention tb a very brief outline respecting 
each of these objects, God and Man, 

» 1 Tim. iv. 8. 

b2 
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4 THE RIGHT EMPLOYMENT 

I. Let us Meditate on God: 

The nature and perfections of the Al- 
mighty are manifested in his word and in 
his works. And it becomes us to have such 
views of them, as shall lead our minds to 
adoration, humility, gratitude and love. — In 
his word, God is not only made known to us 
as the ** King eternal, immortal, invisible, 
the only wise God;"' but as subsisting in 
the mysterious and engaging^ character of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: three persons, 
coetemal and coeqyal; yet, One " livmg and 
true God." * What a glorious and incompre- 
hensible object of contemplation ! Can the 
mind meditate on the eternal Three^ and the 
incommunicable Owe, without reverence — 

without humility— without devotion?-: 

The attributes of this divine Lord are, like 
}iimsdf, wonderful and incomprehensibly 

1. The natural perfections ofGod, as infinite 
majesty, power, and wisdom, are manifested 
in his works. It is not necessary that we 
should be philosophers, in order to be dp^ 
Yout : but ignorance of, and inattention to 
the extent and variety of God's works, fre- 
quently fills the mind with a fond conceit of 
its own importance in creation. But when 
with the pious Psalmist we can meditate on 
"all his works:" — ^When we can join with 
him in his holy contemplation; and say, 
>*M^hen I consider thy heavens, the work of 

'iTim.i.ir. *lThcs8.i. 9 
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thy fingers, the inoon and the stars, which 
thou hast ordained ; What is man ?"'— (And 
truly, if we consider the innumerable multi- 
tude of worlds which God has created ; so 
numerous, that if all, which a common ob- 
server sees, was swept away, it would scarcely 
be missed, by a being who could contemplate 
the whole, any more than a nest of ants 
would be missed, by a person who could sur- 
vey the globe; and reflect, moreover, that 
these are but *^ parts of his ways ;"* and that 
one part of creation is as much concealed^ 
by its extreme minutenesSi as the other is by 
its immtnse distance) — ^When we " meditate 
on these things,'' the soul is overwhelmed 
with its own littleness and vanity, though 
considered only among the works of God ; 
which are all nothing compared with himsd If* 
2. The providence of God is a scene of 
wonders to the believing and humble nvind. 
All the worlds which he has made, and all 
the Creatures in them, rational and irrational, 
are supported and supplied by his power, 

^ wkdom, and goodness. The smallest dust 
that flies in the air, not less than the sun 
in the firmament; the minutest insect, not 
less than the highest ^rch-angel, are the 
objects of his care. Not a sparrow falls 
to the ground, nor a hair from the head of 
one of his children, but by his permission 

. and ordination.' " Every thing that hath 
life/' whether small or great, has its being, 

> Pi. Viii. 5, 4. * Job ziri. 14. I Matt. x. 29, SO. 
B3 
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its place^ and its office, from the God of 
heaven. ^* He doeth according to his will 
in the army of heaven, and among the inha*- 
bitants of the earth; and notte can stay his 
hand^ or say unto him, What doest thou?" * 
3, His word reveals the brightest glories of 
the divine character, which can ht Conceived. 
Power, wisdom, majesty, shine in clM&ation 
and providence. But only in Iledenf)|>tioa 
and grace, can we discern the rral chatiaoter 
of God. His mQral perfections of holiness, 
justice, mercy, anrf truth, are het^ displayed. 
We -behold the *' light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of J0su^ 
Christ."* Here we see " a juH God and a 
Saviour:^" God honored^ and tliQ sinner saved. 
In meditating upon God in Christ Jesus^ we 
behold another God; viz. God in ^ n^w Cha* 
racter. Angels discern, id their incarnate 
God, an object of their meditation under a 
new form. They wonder, and *' desire to 
look into it.''* This is the aggregate of 
glories, with the Apostle, in the chapter pre- 
i^eding our text. •* God was manifest in the 
Iksh, justified in the Spirit, seen of Angels, 
iw^aqbed unto the G^mtiles, believed on in 
tke world, received up into glory." ^—*2%w is 
vtjbe object of our Meditatiosi. 

II. Let us meditate Qn Math. 

With this being, /yon and I, my reader, 

"Dan. IT. 35. *2Cor.iv. 6. ^ Isaiah xlv. 21. ♦iPet.i. U. 
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are greatly interested. Td tbi» i^aee we 
belong. And though, from his apparent, 
inaignificance amongst the works of God, 
we might be led to think little of him; 
Yet> when we consider what Grod thinks of 
him ;^-^what he has* done^ for bim ;**-and how^ 
through the medium of redemption, he is 
rehi&i to him, we shall not discover a being 
more interesting among the work of his 
bands. Man was wonderful, 

1. Iti kis original formation. His body was 
^* fearfully and wonderfully made;"* and his 
mM was .capable, (apparently) of an in- 
tuitive discernment of all the characters and 
qualities of the animal ^nd vegetable world. 
Adam gave names to all creatures, significant 
of their disposition, or their distinguishing 
qualities. — But above all, his sml was the 
lively image of his heavenly Father. He 
was ** created" in knowledge, ^* in righteous* 
ntSB and true holiness, after the image of him 
that created bim." * 

2. But the awful circumstances of his fait, 
and bis sinful departure from God, form an 
afflicting contrast to his primitive slate. 
N^w how fallen, how changed ! The Image 
of God is lost, and the attraction which drew 
bim near his presence is dissolved* He now 
wanders and rebels, as an apostate being ; a 
colleague of Satan, and an ene^y of God : con- 
sequently he is forsaken of God, and brought 
under the curse, where nothing apparently 

" Ps. cxxxix. 34. * Eph. iv. 84. 

b4 
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8 THE RIGHT EMPLOYMENT 

awaits him, but a " fearful looking-for of 
judgment and fiery indignation." ' Alas I 
And is this the man, once so fair — and once 
so blest? We weep over him^ but do we not 
tremble for ourselves? Do we feel the stkig 
of this guilt? Do zve feel the shame of this 
awful act ? Have not we, like Adam, trans- 
gressed the covenant ? Oh ! Let us meditate 
on this. 

3. Man's recovery by the redemption of 
Christ should engage all our souls, and every 
faculty .of them, in the contemplation of so 
astonishing a subject. In this display of the 
love of God to man, this creature of GxkI is 
found in a new character. When he is not only 
redeemed, but " born again f he enters into 
a new world : is not only new as to his divine 
and holy nature, received from Jesus <3hrist j 
-hut new in point of his relation to God^ and 
height of exaltation in his favour. Man thus 
renewed, is one with God* Owe, as he p^ar^ 
takes of the divine nature. Owe, as Cnrist 
is partaker of his. Jesus gave his life a ran- 
som for men.* He came that' they might hav6 
life, and that they might have it more abun- 
dantly. More abundantly than they could 
have had, in Adam ; more abundantly, very 

EQssibly, than the Angels, which surround 
is throne. 

But an awful contrast will here take placed 
A& the righteous will be more abundantly 
happy in their Redeeming God ; so will all, 

' Heb.x.^. 
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Wha reject Kim, be proportionably guilty, 
and miserable. They will " be pHnished 
with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power ; when he shall come to be glorified in 
ms saints, and to be admired in all them that 
believe."^ Oh! Let us meditate, penitently 
afld believingly, on this scene, lest our 
" hearts meditate terror" in that awfiil day! 

SECONDLY.— The Manner of Medi- 
tation. 

The nature of meditation should b^r a 
cprrespondence with the objects meditated 
upon. The great God should awe and in- 
spire the who^ soul, when we think on him. 
And when we, like the Psalmist, meditate 
on alt God's works ; and muse on the work 
of his hands ;^^ it should be in such a way as 
to find" out God in them, and to glorify his 
niune. The Almighty's works are ** sought 
out of all them that have pleasure therein,"* 
as thev exhibit some new proof of his wis- 
dom, Bis goodness, his power, and his grace. 
Every thing by its relation to hitn^ wears quite 
a new aspect to the contemplative mind. But 
without this spiritual view of natural objectSi 
what do we, but encrease our own pride and 
self-iConGeit, which leads us still further from 
the God' that made them, jtlow painful to 
think, that we should (as many do) spend all 

»tTheu^ t. 9^ la. ^l^Ab-xuiii. IS. ' Ps. czliii»5. ^Pt. cxU 2.. 
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our days in con1)ef»plating the heavens, &C. ; 
yet never admire the creator, a$ sinners, nor 
liunibly adore the Lord of all ! Or that we 
should pass a long life, collecting beetks and 
hutHrflies^ of various forms and colours^ only 
to idoli^ffe our om^h taste, or to please ourselves 
with our own fancies ; but should never once 
seft or seek to find out tl^ unfading beauties 
of the Lord x^f Hpsts ! 

Meditation must be holy, in order to be 
profitable. Our *^ meditation-," like David's, 
will " be sweety*'' when it is " of him/'* who 
is the author and finisher of our faith, and witli 
a vie*^ to glorify him as such.^-^The ^iW of 
meditation will vary according to circum- 
stances — the favorable or unfavoi*able state 
of the soul and body — the multiplicity of 
necessary engagiements — and a variety of 
Other helps or impediments. But it should 
be frequent — devout — and humble. If tlie 
world, or mere animal gratification, taka up 
all our time, we must expect to remain desti- 
tute of the true wisdom, arid igaorant of 
" the true riches." Isaac went out of the 
bustle of the city '* to meditate in the field," 
And it was *' at the eventide,"* when calm- 
uess and repose rested on the face of the 
world. The Psalmist's heart was in tune for 
meditation at all seasons. ** Mine eyes'*' (says 
hej ** prevent the night watches, that I might 
meditate in thy word."^ And as the Lord, 
by Joshua, charged his people, respectipg his 

> Ps. 9l7. 34. * Gen. xxiir. #3. 3 Pt. cxilE. %i»» 
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divine book^ that they ^h^uld ** meditate 
therein day and aight ;" ' so ^e find the holy 
Psalmist's heart in harmony with this precept : 
and this disposition he further describes as 
characteristic of the righteous man ; *^ In his 
Law doth he meditate day and night.''* 

Thh spifii should be with us all the day, and 
in all seasons of business and engagements ; so 
that the mind, on any intermission of posi- 
tive employment, or of thought, may return^ 
as to its natural element of delight and re- 
freshnaent, to a devout recollection of more 
precious things. Holy Ejaculations will na- 
turally arise from this sweet and spiritual 
frame of 4nind. Nehemiah, under sorrow of 
heart, and when bearing wine to King Artax- 
erxes, could do this : " So I prayed to the 
God of heaven/'^ Independent of fixed and 
appointed seasons for meditation,, (and for 
which probably the evening is generally to be 
preferred,) perhaps no period seeras more cal- 
culated to fill the soul with holy matter for 
devout reflection, than when we awake in the 
morning, calm and refreshed with the kind 
mercy of our God. Before the business of 
the day crowds in upon us ; perhaps before 
we lesLYe our pillow, how sweet it is to " think 
upon God:''' To muse on what God has 
wrought — what our Divine Saviour has ac- 
complished by his blood — what the Holy 
^irit works, to make us sons of God : To 
meditate on our own souls ; — their capacity of 

' Josh. i« 8. ^ P«. i, 2. 3 Nehem. ii* 4* 
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knowing and enjoying God;-r-what we were 
— ^what we now are — and what wc soott mu^t 
be: — For ever holy and happy with our t€^'^ 
deemer, or for ever banished into endless woe f 

It would lead us from our design to bring 
any detailed description of meditation before 
your view ; or to enlarge upon the best times 
and manner of performing it. Let this brief 
hint suffice. 

The Apostle's further exhortation applies; 
I acknowledge, with peculiar force and pro- 
priety, to tis who are Ministers of Christ. 
*' Give thyself wholly to them; — Take heed 
unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; con- 
tinue in them : for in doing this thou shalt 
both save thyself, and them that hear thee."* 
Here is botn encouragement and warning* 
If we have thus, both by doctrine and ex- 
ample, approved ourselves to every* man's 
conscience in the sight of God; when the 
great shepherd shall appear, we shiall receive 
a crown of righteousness. But if, instead of 
this, we have been any thing but true dis- 
pensers of the gospel of the grace of God — 
have neglected the souls committed to our 
care —have spent our time in vain delights, 
carnal gratifications, and worldly pursuits; 
though we may indeed have made some pro- 
ficiency, or discovery, in the objects of 
nature, or of science; yet, if a?e have been 
unknown to purselves-^nd have concecded, 
and not ** set forth" the glorious God ; and 

' iriiii.iv.t5,16. 
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our Saviour "lesus Christ," as *^ crucified" for, 
and ^^ among" oursehes^ and our peopk,^ — "it 
had been good for. us," as for Judas, *^ if we 
had< Hot been born."* Their ruin will be 
tremendous, but ours will be sevenfold more 
intokmblel 

Afl, however, the Apostle's motive in this 
advice, " that thy prqj^ting may appear ^to 
all," 3 seems fairly to apply to all, I shall con- 
sider by way^ of application ; 

thirdly:— The Benefit OF Medi- 
tation. 

i . . . 

Holy Meditation upon objects worthy 
of the employment of rational and accoun- 
table beings; may doubtless be considered as 
brtng^ng many rhercies with it. Those of 
yoil/ my dear friends, who have tasted, in 
this" delightful occupation, that the Lord is 
gratious, will be better able to feel, than I 
am to describe, the excellent blessings which 
God has laid up in store for those who thus 
seek^^lrim. • But I consider this conduct so 
fraught with profit^ that I shall briefly notice 
a few particulars. 

I, Itfoould check the folly of vain mndr. 

My reader, probably, is aware, that vanity 
and sin are objects which will not bear re- 
Jleciiim. The young, the gay— the thought- 
less, the dissipated, (as well as the more har- 

■Galiii. 1. * MaU. xxti. «4. 3 1 Tim. ir. 15. 
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dened sinner,) could not easily go on in a 
career of iniquity, and dishonouring of God, 
if they did but meditate. The consequence 
is not viewed carefully before hand ; nor the 
effects, considered, after sin is committed. 
The passions are run away with, and reason 
and Judgmemt blinded. Vice cannot bear 
serious consideration. Would the sinner be 
profane, if he '' thought on Gorf?"— -Would 
the swearer, blaspheme, if he only knew th€ 
object of his daring guilt? — Would he " pray 
God to damn his soul to hell," if he thought 
what hell is?— Would ** works of darkness" 
be so readily committed, if such would medi- 
tate that God is there? — rWould the miser 
idolize his wealth, did he but duly meditate^ 
that " riches certainly make themselves wings 
apd fly away,"' and that *' the rust" ; thereof 
will be a swift " witness against him" in that 
day ? * And surely none of us would dare to 
live in sin, if we only reflected that ** God 
shall bring every wprk into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether it be good, twr 
whether it be evil."' 

II. Due Meditation would cure the Diseases 
of the Soul. 

This is a great consideration with St. Paul, 
in his desire of our " profiting" The diseases 
of the soul, are only unknown, to those 
who will not '^ consider their ways." And 
they know not themselves, because tKey have 

■ ProT. xxiii. 5. ^ Jamei t. 3. > £ccU xii. 14. 
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no ey^, nor desire to look within. They 
consider themselves ** whole," because their 
disease has blinded their mind. But medita* 
tiou ou God's law, and our awful departure 
from it, is the way in which God shines into 
Ae heart — to shew us our depravity. And 
when we do see, in the Scripture glass, our own 
deplorable state; the mme gla^ shows the 
physician of great value. When we medi*^ 
tate on Christ's ability and willingness to 
save, the diseases of our souls are discovered 
and cured by the same process. That which 
shews our guilt and danger, points out the 
infallible remedy. I trust that you can bear 
witaess that meditation on yourselves and on 
Chriat, has been blessed to the glorious pur-^ 
pose of healing the broken heart, relieving 
the afflicted, and letting the oppressed go 
free. And if the ** son has made you free^ 
ye are free indeed."" 

III. Meditation is duly calculated to 7^elieve 
the paittful Jeelings of Melancholy. 

This terrible disease preys chiefly upon those, 
who have not a duly regulated mind, or proper 
objects to occupy them. But it is scarcely 
possible that the soul could feel a vacancy, 
and want of employment, of a proper and 
profitable nature, if it could delight in medi- 
tation. What is it that appals the soul, 
breaks down the spirits, and afflicts the mind^ 
Be it what it iiiay, there is a remedy in the 
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glorious objects and the glorious employment 
we have recommended. Surely we need not 
dread the approach of the calm shades of the 
evening, nor feel any dreary moments, if we 
are left alone. The Christian is never alone. 
He has his own heart to commune with 
upon his bed, and is still. ' He has his 
heavenly Father and his Son Jesus Christ. 
Be enters within the vail, by faith and hope ; 
and rejoices in a fair opportunity to have 
them realized to his soul without interruption* 

IV. // would cheer the Hour of Sickness * 
and Death. 

One great reason why death is terrible, js 
for want of having the mind familiarised . 
with it. A serious, and frequent contempla- 
tion upon death, and the consequences of it, 
would operate to prepare the mind for its 
approach. How sweet the satisfaction of 
that soul who dies daily. My dear reader, 
what is your feeling, respecting this awful 
messenger ? Sickness and affliction are per- 
haps waiting to visit you. Are you before 
hand acquainted, by a godly consideration^ 
with their nature — their causes — and their con- 
sequences? If you are in Christ Jesus, you 
know that God is reconciled — the law fulfilled 
— its curse borne by your Redeemer — the 
sting of death removed;-— You also know that 
** all things are yours," whether " life or 
{/e^^A."*— Yours? Yes, yours!* Your friends — 

« Pia. m 4. * I Cdr. iii. 21, «t. 
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your blessings— your treasure. -rAnd your 
meditation upon the present state of your 
soul, and the hopes inspired by divine grace — 
the longing that your heart has to be with 
JesuSy and to be like him, make these neces- 
sary evils real blessings. How ^weet the sick 
bed^ which Jesus makes ! And how calm ; per- 
haps, how joyful; the dying pillow which 
the Saviour attends with the smiles of his 
approbation, and with the enlivening hppes 
of heaven. St. Paul says, ** Comfort one 
another with these things." ' 

But how terrible to be launched suddenly 
from scenes of sin, or thoughtless gaiety 
and dissipation, unprepared, mto the cold 
arms of death ! How dreadful the sensation ! 
How appalling to the unthinking soul ! to feel 
the horrid grasp of this tremendous foe, hurry- 
iDg you to worlds unknown. Oh 1 my friends, 
Think ! Meditate now. Else the flames of 
endless torment will urge you to think ; and 
to think of what can neither be endured nor 
avoided. Think on Jesus Christ and eternal 
life. Take hold on his strength, and you 
will then joyfully enter the' happy regions of 
eternal {>eace« Amen. 

n Thess. !▼. la. 
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THfi CORRUPTION OF HUMAN NATURE. 



E^HESIAiiS Hi 3* 

Among wh&m dbo we all had our conversation in tunes p$8t 
in the hisii of owr fleshy fUyiUing the desires of thefUsk 
and of the mind; and Voete b^ nature the chijUren itf 
wriUh^ew^ as others. 

Original, or '' Wrth sin," as it is called 
in th^ ninth Article af our church, lies at the 
fqundatipn of all religion. Right vi^ws, and 
corresponding feelings and conduct upon 
this subject, are indispensably necessary ta a 
.right understanding, and proper value of the 
** redemption that is in Christ Jesus."* No 
one can or will esteem this glorious pbysiciaD, 
while \it is insensible of his disease. And in 
some praportion too as he finds in his lieart 
his siu^ his desert, his helplessnessi^ his danger ; 
so will he approve and desire the salvation of 
Christ That this doctrine is pretty generally 
acknowledged, (though too many deny it,) I 
am willing to allow. But inadequate notions, 
and feeble expressions of so important an 
article of our Creed, furnish a sure sign that 
our " sin is not ever before us:"' that w« 

'Rom. m. «4. »Ps. li, S. 
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feel little of our awful corruption ; and still 
less, of our desert before God. The denun- 
ciation of wrath '' against all ungodliness, and 
unrighteousness of men/' ' sounds harsh in the 
ears of those who think lightly of the evil of 
sin. And I believe no one had ever deep 
affliction for sin, as an evil against a pure 
and holy God, who denied, or only generally 
and superficially confessed^ original guilt and 
corruption. iJpt us then, my friends and 
fellow sinners, " not think of ourselves more 
highly than we ought to think ; but let ua 
think soberly,"* scripturally, and feelingly 
upon this awful subject. Let us pray for divine 
grace to see, lament, and flee from this tre- 
mendous evil, to '* the hope set before us," iu 
the gospel^ May the Lord, the Spirit^ en^e 
us to lay aside pride, prejudice, misguided 
passions, " and superfluity of naughtiness, and 
receive with meekness the engrafted word^ ^ 
which is able to save" our "souls."* 

We shall consider the text as it seems fairly 
to lie before us, in two particulars, viz. First, 
the corruption of our nature; and Secondly, its 
awful effects, as evinced by the expression 
5' children of wrath." 

FIRST. — We shall consider the CpR- 

RUPTION OF OUR NaTURE* 

The term " nature" in the words of our 
text, very clearly means not what w^e were 

* Ronu i. 18. ' Rem. lii. 3 ^ Heb. vi. 18* 
^ Jamci i* 91. 
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created, but what we are now by nature, or 
birth; and implies the state and circum- 
stances of our descent; not only from oiir 
natural parents, but from our foreratber Adam, 
in whom we have all sinned, and frotn whom 
we all inherit a corrupt and depraved nature. 
The word nature in the original is used, onh% 
I believe, in the following places of the NeV 
Testament, ' and in the words of the Text. ; In: 
almost all * of which passages a slight attention 
to their contents, will convince an unpre- 
judiced mind, that the word does not mean 

* I verj willingly admit Rom. ii. 14| 97, to be an exception to the 
usual aceeptation of the tenn mxture, I do this on two grounds. 
1 . It win avoid a great apparent contrariety in the apostle's doctrine, 
in thii place, to the scope of the Scriptures generally. 9» The 
interpretation of habit or custom, will still be equally exploded, 
as by the usual interpretation. When the apostle admits^ that "the 
Oentiles which 'have not the Law, do by natxtbe the things con- 
tained in the Law,-^arc a Law unto thenuelvei ;** yea "keep the 
righteousness of the Law ;" ** fulfil the Law ;*' and *' shew the works 
of the Law written in their heartt ,* I . cannot think this descri|>- 
tjon compatible with a state of '^ nature,** or nnregeneracy. 1. It 
seems inconsistent with the context. They are said to " dd i^e things 
contained in the Ldw." But the very sentence preceding say^, 
*' the doers of the Law shall be justified" Were these unconverted 
Gentiles, then, *' justified T* 2. It stands full in the teeth of St. Paul's 
description of the Gentiles in the former chapter. 3. It appears to 
counteract the general language of Scripture. 4. The works of tlie 
Law " ioritten in their hearts,** seems exactly appropriate to the rege- 
nerate mind ; both at promised in Jer. xxxi. S3, and as applied by St. 
Paul, vii. 22. "I delight in the lavj of God after the inward man,** 't 
would rather thereforetnterpret these verses as ful61led in such men aa« 
C#meh'tM, and other pious Gentiles, who ver^ exactly correspondin my 
view, both with the apostle's description in this chapter throughout; and 
with hti general design of introducing ,the Gentiles, which he afterwards 
does. I would interpret the passage thus; ** If the Genttfes which have 
wot the law,** clearly and specifically revealed to them, *' do by nature,* 
or, in the un^frienaly circumstances of their natUm wherein they are 
horn, in opposition to the privileged state of the Jeii;i ; the things 

' Bom. i, 26. u. 14, 27. xl tl, 24. iCor. xi. 14. Gal h. 15. !▼. 8. 
James iii. 6. 2 Pet. L 4. 
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habit or custom^ but our " nature,'" which we 
bring into the world with us. Even the text in 
Corinthians, ^ naturally bears this significa- 
tion ; " nature itself," teaching us tne im- 
propriety of the woman appearing in pub- 
lic, in the established and customary dress 
CM- habits. of the man. 

This is termed ^ corrupted^ or depraved sta,te 
of soul, because man was not created in this 
awful situation. God surveyed the whole 
work as it came out of his glorious hands, 
* ^ and, behold, it was very good. " » Every thing 
was fit for its place; and meet to answer the 
wise design of. its maker, in its formation. 
But Tnan had the peculiar stamp of divinity 
upon him. *^ G9d created man in his own 
image.".* In addition to the dominion with 
which the Almighty endowed man, over all 
creation, his sotil was the seat of divine glory. 
The image of God, St. Paul informs us, con- 
contained in the Law;" that is, love and obey the Almighty ; '' thfMe^^ 
shew the work of the Law written on their heart," by the spirit of God : 
while, on the other hahd, the " Jev^* who rested " in the Law" and 
«Bade his " boast of God," proved, by this disobedience, his carnal state. 
This interpretation is strongly confirmed by the conclusion of this dis- 
cii9Bio^,at the end of this chapter; where the carnal Jew, and thetptrt- 
tiud GentiUf tite actuafly made to change places. The G^nH/e is proved 
to be the real inward Jew ; and the circumcised Jew, is sliewn to be 
Ijlie real Gentile, This could in no consistency, be said of an unregene- 
roCe'GenttJe; for his ** uncircumcision which is by nature,** or the 
i^te in yihich be was bom, is actually called " circumcision:** which 

S'ust tu fj^\K.9piriiual circumcision, f(^r no other was possible to him: 
at tpirUudl circumcision, is teal regeneration, which is not natural to 
any man. P. S. X have satisfiiction in finding, since writing the above 
DQtey that St. Austin, of ancient, and Parkhurst, of modern celebrity, 
interpret this' passage in the way here suggested, though I am not 
aware of -its being sanctioned by any of our most valuable Annotatort^ 

■ J Cor. xi. 14. * Gen. i. 31. 3 ^et. 87. 
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mt^^ in " knowledge/' and " in righteous^ 
i^^ss aii4 true ho)ine$s.^ But Adam sinned ; 
he tr^i^gresaed the divine commat^d, by eating 
of the forbidden fruit. Then God, on whose 
divine presence, this holy image in man de- 

Een<|led, departed from him; woml indeed, was 
is case now become : man was fallen !— rFallea 
from God. His holiness wks departed. His 
beauty gone. His happiness destroyed. Hia^ 
QOqiimunion with the Almighty cut off. He 
had not only diminished his holiness, but had 
wholly destroyed it ; he iMid not only defiled 
hi$ spiritual beauty; but had lost it alto^ 
gether. His squl became tte prey of every sin-» 
ful device; it was "earthly, sensual, devilish/' * 
Having once given ear to Satan's su^estions, 
?nd bdieved his lies, rather than the truths of 
Qod j his whole mind immediately b^^ame the 
e^siy prey of his subtle adversary. Hence^ 
forth, God and man became strangers and 
enemies. Adam neither appeared sensible of 
the loss of his intercourse with God; nor 
desired any return to it. The heavenly visitor, 
with whom he previously delighted to com^* 
mune, became now, terrible and offensive to 
hiip. How awful the change ! How deplor- 
able the state of this favorite of heaven. He 
now seeks concealment where he had found 
his destruction : " I heard thy voice in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked ; 
and I hid myself" 5 This proves both the 
blindness which had overspread his mind, and 

■ Col. iij. 10. Epbes. iv. jf4. ^ James m. 15. ^ Gen. iii. 10. 
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ike emmiy which possessed his soul ; or he 
would never have fancied that " the trees" 
eould/pufe him from God; <Mr have wiihed to 
escmpe " from the presence of the Lord.**' 

The waice of God was HAore terrible than 
thunder, . to this unrepentant culprit. Adam 
*' where art djou?"* was the messenger of 
d^th I His guilt was manifest ; but his 
penitence was restrained. The proud rebel- 
lion of the heart was evident^ 3^t obstinate. 
He will not so much as acknowledge his 
offence^ or ask forgiveness. Having once 
gone, from God, he is only anxious to ac«- 
ceierate his departure^ and to elude detection. 

This is the state of all his offspring; uni- 
versal apostasy, hardness of heart, and enmity 
against God, his law, and government. The 
corruption is unvoersaly as to the whole species ; 
and totalf as to its nature and degree. This 
doctrine, I conceive, will appear to be 
abundantly manifest under the following par- 
ticulars. The God of all grace grant that 
we may not contemplate them in vain. 

I. It is positively and directly taught as a 
doctrij^e. 

The Scripture, from one end to the other, 
implies the doctrine of original sin. And 
teaching the need of Redemption, (the 
need of it at least te all,) is oryly consistent 
upon this consideration. B,ut the plainest 
declarations are given by the word of God to 

"VefsoS. « Verse 9. 
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this dFect: Job, asks, "Who. can bring a<:lean 
thing out of an unclei^n ? Not one." ^ " What 
is man/ that he should be clean ? and he which 
is bom of a woman, that he should be rigb- 
tepus ?" " The supposition of a righteous 
.creature being naturally produced, as the 
offspring of Adam, is quite abhorrent from 
this servant of God« David too makes the 
same declaration, in his confession; ^^ Behold, 
I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my 
mother conceive me." * With, respect to tlie 
ej^tent of depravity in the soul, and the ease 
and familiarity which sin, obtains in it, we 
are again informed in Job: "The heavens 
are not clean in his sight : How much more 
abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh 
iniquity like water." ^ 

If any exception could be formed to the 
total depravity of the heart of man, from 
any of the preceding texts, no suchfavourable^ 
exception can be made from the following ; 
and it is introduced by a peculiarly awful and 
affecting declaration : " Grod saw'' it. — " God 
saw that the wickedness of man was great in 
the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil conti- 
nually."* And, as if on purpose to prevent 
any peculiar and exclusive application of this 
treniendous description of mans apostate 
heart to the Antediluvians, the Almighty 
again with solemn majesty, repeats the same 
idea in nearly the same words, after the flood. 

9 Job. sir. 4. 'XT. 14. APs.Ii.5. 3Ch.XT. 15>16. ^Gen. fi. 5,lt, If. 
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"The imagination of man's heart, is evil from 
Iris youth." ' Gan any thing be more aftec- 
ting than this delineation of our fallen na- 
ture? How humiliating — how overwhelming 
to the pride of our hearts ! Can we think of 
it without trembling? — without feeling deep 
affliction and sorrow of mind, under the true, 
but appalling assuraiice— ^^«icA by nature am 
I ! ^^ Every imagination — of every thought — 
is evil-^ONLY evil eontiuually." Awful con- 
sideration of this once holy being, — how 
ftllen 1— 1k>w changed ! 

IL The early appearance of corruption in 
children^ prox)es that the depravity is innate^ 
and the jail from holiness total. 

How true is the Psahnist's intimation 
that the ** wicked" do not put on their 
genuine character from imitation, or acci- 
dental circumstances ; they are, he says " es- 
tranged from the womb: they go astray as 
soon as they be born, speaking lies."* How- 
ever different may be the natural tempers of 
children ; and however we may be induced 
to make a few exceptions, of infants sancti- 
fied from the womb ; no divinely taught mind 
can view the very early disposition of child* 
*ren to passion, envy, jealousy, revenge, self- 
will, and deceit, without being struck with a 
powerful conviction of the natural tendency 
of their hearts. With what surprising dex- 
terity do we find them, even before they can 

» Gen. viii. 81. *P$.l?iii. S. 
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speaky or at least speak plainly, practising 
little arts of imposition and concealment ! 
Amd no sooner arc they capiable of eom- 
mfjtting a fault, than they contrive to hide 
ortteny it This arises from that c]iaratter 
of setf*righteous pride, which was introduced 
by the fall. It is natural to man to sin ; and 
as imtural for him to wish to be thought righ- 
teous. Adam laid his sin upon his wife ; and 
■she hers upon Satan : and their posterity no 
sooner breathe than they imitate theirexample. 
It is true that, where children have not 
faults to conceal, or disappointments to re- 
gret, they are generally artless and sincere. 
And under the consideration of that honesty 
with which they usually state their wishes, 
and from the absence of that calculating 
worldly policy, which only matures by de- 
uces ; they are held forth in scripture as ob- 
jects for our imitation. And as they do not 
soon learn to cloke their pretensions, or to as- 
sufrte a masked character for the sake of in- 
terest; they are doubtless examples of. in- 
struction and condemnation to us. But neither 
t)ur Lord nor his Apostjes intended, in the 
least, to inculcate that they are any thing 
more (unless influenced by Divine graced than 
, an mage of innocence and truth ; or that their 
corruption is not such as *' deserves God s 
wrath and damnation." (Art. 9-) 

III. The universal e^'tent of depravity provjss 
i(s nature and inveteracy. 
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Tbe history of liie WovM is a picture of 
fMkoj Blaa. What Saint Faal says of the 
heathens^ ia piurtfeulari Would have been true 
of all mankind, ii left to themselves. Man 
previous to the deluge, and even before Adam 
hadxrea^d to tell ^e awful tale of b^inning 
transgression, had 2^moe;f«ti% corrupted his 
ymy. And immediately /ijter that awful 
mark of God's displeasure, and while yef the 
bones of the transgressors whitened the face 
of the ground, depravity and aj^ostasy, re- 
bellion against God, and gross idolatry, ge- 
nerally overspread the earth. Even after the 
<:all of Abraham, and under the blessings and 
peculiar advantages of revelation; yea, and 
during the performance of the most splendid 
•and beneficent mirades, the Jexvs became the 
pr6y of every corruption. And when our 
iStmtmr appeared, did he ^^ find faith on the 
earth .^*'* Wl>cn/ moreover Christ had esta- 
bUabed his religioa by miracks^.and destroy- 
ed his own nation " that believed not ;" Mk)w 
soon did this "gold becoiile dim," and how 
was the most fine gold cha)aged !*' ♦ A very few 
centuries saw tbegWy of Christianity itself 
no^ only obscured^ but nearly annihilated, by 
' the corrupt and idolatrous practices of men. 
Bieceit^ fraud, cruidty,^ and bloody became al- 
most univorsah Jesuitical treachery and 
Inquisitorial blood- thirstiaess, marked the 
rising kingdom of Sataii, over the church of 
.Ae living Grod;. In our owa day, a whole 

s Bool L * Luke ]tyiii..8. : ^ Jade, v* ^Imt^ir. !• 
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nation, duly tiained by the influence of im- 
posture, cast ofF its faith at once, and launched 
into idolatry by a kind of unanimous con- 
sent-— These things shew us what human 
nature directly tends to, when restraints are 
removed. To be convinced of this, we need 
only look at the conduct of pretended Christ 
tians, when from under the eye of Christians', 
in Africa and the East. 

IV. Fro^n man's strong tendency to sin, , and 
to degenerate, in spite of the means best calcu- 
lated to prevent it. 

Not only did Noah's and Abraham's famf- 
lies immediately fall into corruption, even 
under their father's instruction ; and the 
Jews in the most wonderful circumstances^' 
under the old oeconomy; but even W;hile 
Christ and his Apostles were declaring the 
infinite love and mercy of God to man, the 
words of our text received their accomplish- 
ment Sadducees and Pharisees, Essenes awd 
Herodians, " all had their conversation in the 
lusts of their flesh, fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind ;" * but none by 
nature serving God. " They were all gone 
aside, they were all together become filthy.'^ * 
And when embodied virtue (which heathen 
sages conceived that all mankind would fall 
in love wjth) was actually exhibited in our 
Saviour, it was only hated and rejected In 
proportion to its perfection and glory. So 

« P». cv. cvi. * Epb. u. 3. 3 P$. xiv. S. 



d by Google 



OF HUMAN NATURE. 39 

ijxactly the reverse of every thing good was 
l^e heiart of man ! When, moreover, Chris- 
tianity was established, and both power and 
ijQstruction operated for its continuance; ho\(^ 
^oon did the sinful tendency of man burst 
through all obstmction, and reotrt to its 
native element, idolatry and desertion of 
God! 

We need only examine the state of the 
Christian world before us, and we shall ob- 
tain full and painful conviction of the truth 
of this position. When a congregation 
through the rousing thunders of some Boan- 
erges, the divine eloquence of an ApoUos, or 
the winning voice of a Paul or a John, deli- 
vering the promises and the terrors of the 
Iior4 has been awakened to more than usual 
attentipUtto tiieir " souls' health ;" how soon 
has th^ holy ^re become dim, and the flam- 
ing love abated ! How many children of pious 
parents have been proud, worldly, and indif- 
i^]:€;nt ; and perhaps " in the generation tbl- 
lcw[ing," the very ** name" of true religion 
haa been " blotted out." ' And what, let me 
SM»k, will. account for this awful degeneracy ? 
Nothing, we are certain, but the still more 
awful, cause, the radical and total corruption 
<if the nature of man ! 

V. The greed malignity and inveteracy of 
#m ; or, not only a tendency to sin, but to sin 
with a high hand. 

»P8.cix.lS. 
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The nataral heart is hard, idbieHiouSy and 
full of hatred, malrgniify, and vile abomina*- 
tix)ti5. What tte see under a highly civilisied 
state of society, excellent laws, i^nd Christian 
instruction, is m^vrhzt the efaaracler of inran 
is in its natural and uncontrolled stale. Ttf 
know what we naturally are, we must look at 
ourselves when left alone. When uninfiuknced 
by instruction — by example-t-^by fear^ — by 
shanie^--by love of character-^by -hope of 
worldly advantage* In siidir situations, nfifan 
is a little hell to hhnself and to his fellows.— 
In every situation, the '* heart is deceitfal 
above all things;" and when favoured by 
external circunistancesy it shews most "des* 
perate" wickedness. ^ It is fall of hatred to 
God, and Iris Christ. The fountain of -holi- 
ness is its greatest abhorrence^ Hefice oiir 
Saviour charged the J^ewsj- -! Ifc have both 
seen^ and hated both me und )rhy Pdiher. " * 

Hence arises also that, dislike iof'tliviiie 
truth, and that persetution of ifs support)^ 
which have been comtti6n in all ages. The 
" Father," in this unnatural cause, has de- 
serted his paternal affection, and ** deliverbd 
up his son to d^atb, and ihe Son the Father.** ' 
The tenderi^t hearts, where Hatred of god- 
liness has prompted thehi, havfe had ** no^ty'' 
Saul of Tarsus, notwithstanding his moral 
righteousness, and polite learning, *^ hhled 
men andtvomkn, tiMcommt ted them to^ison^'^^ 
and consigned them to death, because they 

» Jcr. xvii. ix. * John xv; ^. 3 lukc xii. 53. ♦ Acto Tiii. S. 
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belimg^ to Chriii* An Arabian, of noble 
biftb, and tefinpd education, in qur own day 
mentioned by Buchanan, persecuted unto 
deatb hi9 dearest ffien^y because he became a 
Ckristiah, althougb, pn his bended kneea, he 
begged his life. Such is fallen human nature 
in its fno$t cultkated forms. — Wb^t if we 
were to harrow up your feelings by s^Jenes of 
horror^ cruelf^t and f^lood, related of the dis- 
ciples of Moloch in the ^a^t? But time 
would fail me, and J forbear! 

Thus we perceive, tl^t naturaiUy " thp 
heart of the uotis of men is fiilly set in them 
to do e?0ili'\ " having the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of 
God through the igqorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of theiv hearts; who 
being past Jeeling^ have given theraselvi^a 
over unto lasciviousi^ss, to work ali unclqan- 
ness with greediness."* So vile are we, that 
f* if favour be shewed to the wicked, yet 
will he not learn righteousness.'^ * Yea, " If 
striken they refuse to receive correction ; 
they have v(\^dc their faces harder than a rock^ 
they have refused to.return."* Too awfully 
true of all unconverted men, is the descrip* 
turn of the prophet Zechariah. The Lorci 
called upon them, and urged their attention 
to his. word and grace ; ^* Biit they reused to 
hearken^ and pulled away the ahoulder, and 
stopped their ears^ that they should not hear; 
yea, they made their hearts as an Adamant 

* Scd. Tiii. 1 1. » Eph. iv. IB, 19. 3 1,. xiSri. 10. ♦ Jer. ▼. 3. 
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stone, lest they should hear the law, aijd ^le 
words which the Lord of Hosts had sent in 
his spirit." ' This is the character which 
St Paul gives of himself and his companions. 
'^ fVe oursehes also were some times foolish ^ 
disobedient, deceived^ serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy ^ hateful^ 
and hating one another.''*' 

In this tremendous delineation of our 
Dative character, I have not descended to a 
statement of the assassinations, murders, in<» 
trigue«, violence, treachery, fraud, whore- 
dom, drunkenness, debauchery, injustice, 
cruelty, cheating, profaneness, blasphemy, 
revelling, and all the minor ramifications oF 
sin, so common among ourselves. Nor have 
I resorted to a description of that hypocrisy 
and deceit which marks so many decent cha- 
racters of the present day. Nor even 
glanced at that studied imposition, so uni- 
versally adopted among a certain class, of 
appearing what they are not ; and endeavour- 
ing to substitute, for honest and sincere reli- 
gion, the exterior and borrowed guise of an 
artificial education. We have attempted tb 
prove our point of the total corruption of 
numan nature, from — the testimony of God^s 
word — the early sin of children -the univer- 
sal extent of sin— its tendency to growth, 
in spite of the best means to prevent it— ^ 
gnxl its great malignity, inveteracy, and per^ 
tinacious character. 
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The second branch of pur subject, viz. 
tTie eflPects of this state in bringing down the 
wrath of God upon us, we must leave for a 
future discussion. We cannot however con- 
clude this part of our subject,, without re- 
questing your serious attention to a word of 

APPLICATION. 

I. What doyouy my Reader^ think of Your- 
self 

We have seen that man by nature is '* very 
far gone from God." He has corrupted his 
way most fearfully. He has a dark under' 
standing — a rebellious will — perverted affec- 
tions — a ; seared conscience! While without 
grace, he is ^^ past feeling ;'' no fears alarm 
him ; no sins or dangers daunt his hardened 
inind : His whole soul is a mass of corrup- 
tion : ** He is dead in trespasses and sins.*' » — 
And now let me ask, reader! wh^X thinkest 
thou? Thou2itt one of Adam's race: a par- 
taker of the common nature of man ; — an 
apostate from the God of Heaven ; — sunk in 
the same state of corruption and sin. I do 
inot, I will not suppose thee to be one of the 
vilest class. Perhaps thou art free from 
gross vices. It may be thou art decent in 
iny behaviour; yea, amiable in fhy tempers, 
and useful in thy generation. But what is 
thine heart? It is departed froni the only 



>£pb.u. 1. 
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ttue G6A;^th't6n\y source of happiness and 
hdlh)ess^ H^yd ypu then boirsidicred tlie 
awful circum^tatiG^^ of Btfch a isitiiationT! Do 
70U erKjuyre h6t^ yoni shall " meet yoefV God ?" " 
*' He i& 6f pUreY eyei than to. beht)ld ini- 
quity."* Biit y6viv fidart^ if not ^ro^% sinful, 
yet if it be unrenewed^ has nothing holy in it. 
How then can you stand when he appears? 
\\^illyou put off the painful consideration to 
Kjuture day ? That day may bring you before 
your Judge. Will you then rest satisfied to 
rush into the presence of a pure and holy 
<jrod, Unholy and impure? " His eyes are as 
a flame of fire"^ — ^^be cannot look tipon sin. 
His cowntenanee, tiiore tehlbte than death, 
you must behold. Oh ! enquire how your 
soul may stand ** spotless before him." No- 
thing unholy can enter heaven. Nothing 
that loveth '* or: maketh a lie." * Verily then, 
my beloved reader,. I Speak to you in Christ^s 
tiame, by his commission, alid in his words, 
*^' Verily^ verily^ I say unto thee— ye must be 
born again.^'"^ 

ir. What think you of Christ? 

I would not willingly leave you in so de- 
plorable a state of absence from God, and of 
bondage to sin. In " Aclam all die.** In 
Adam yoU are dead. Dead to every thing 
good— dead in trespasses and sins. But ** in 

' Amos iv. 1 «, » Hab. i. IS. . 3 Rev. i. 14. ♦ ixi. 27. $ John iii. 3, 7. 
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ChrUtf aH are made alive. " ' AH who believe 
in him receive new spmtual life and anima- 
tion. Thy death'like^ state is no objection to, 
but rather the peculiar pyovittcefor the ex- 
ercise of his grace. I therefore call in his 
name, '• Awake ^thou that steepest, and arise 
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light."* "Arise, shine, fo? thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee."^ Oh ! do not chuse " darkness rather 
than light,''* lest he seal up your soul in 
hardness and displeasure. Go to him for a 
new heart and a right spirit. He will not say 
you nay. Nothing will cause him to turn 
you away, but your own self-righteous pride, 
and neglect of him. May he take you all in 
the arms of his mercy — receive you gra- 
ciously an4 love you freely ; — *' Create in you 
a ckan heart, and renew a right spirit within 
you:''^ — Yea mould your fallen spirit after 
his own divine image, restore you by his own 
righteousness to the favour of God, and make 
you •* meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the saints in light." ^ 

If, my dear fellow Christian, you have 
tasted that the Loitd is gracious — have been 
brought "out of darkness into his marvellous 
light f you know how to value the " gospel 
of the grace of God." Be truly thankful 
for God's distinguishing mercy to-your soul. 

' 1 Cor. XV. 22. » Eph. v. 14. ' Isaiah Ix. 1. ♦ John iii. 19. s Ps. li. 10. 
6 Col. 1.12. 7iPet,ii. 9. 
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Pity, pray for, and assist those that lie "in 
darkness and in the shadow of death."' Pray 
that God may open their eyes to see them* 
selves. And then point them to the physician 
which opened your eyes. And may you and 
they rjejoice together in his full and free 
salvation. 

*Pf.oifii. lOi 
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SERMON III. 



THE GUILT AND MISERY OF FALLEN MAN. 



Ephesians ii. 3. 

Among wham aho we all had our cameraatian in times past 
in ike lusts of our^flesh, fvlfiUing the desires of the flesh 

\ and of the mind: ami were bjf nature the children af 
wrath, even as others. 

X HE Apostle Paul's language in this text 
very clearly proves what, in the preceding 
Sermon, we have endeavored to establish ; 
namely, the universal dominion of sin over 
mankind, and its prevailing influence upon 
the faculties, and upon all the moral powers 
of the soul, in every individual. If any 
persons, independent of the special and sanc- 
tifying operation of divine grace, could 
claim any exemption from the fatal effects of 
the general catastrophe of the fall; we might 
l^aturally expect to find this exception in him, 
who could truly say with regard to exterior 
deportment, *' touching the righteousness 
which is in the law," I was ** blameless."* It 
is true, indeed, that St. Paul, before his con- 

iPhil.iiu6. 
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version, thought very highly of himself; and 
when he was persecuting the church of 
Christ, he thought verily that he was doing 
God service* This is a common sentiment 
of blind unregenerate men. But when God 
" called him by hk gVace, and revealed his 
son in him;"' Ijow changed is the man! 
How altered his language ! He now feels 
himself i?27e. And h^ 'is quite free to " make 
his humble confession," to God, and before 
the world. He ranks' himself with heathen 
sinnei^ without reserve, anid without disi- 
tinction. " You^ (says be) bath he quick- 
ened, who were dead in trespasses and'sins; 
wherein in time past ye walked according to 
the course of this world, according to the 
Prince of the power of the air, the spiuit that 
now worketh in thechildren of disobedience." 
j^fter which description of the kingdom 6f 
darkness, common to tlae Gentiles at Ephe«us, 
he adds, in the w<)rds of oUr teaU, f' A^okg 
WHOM also WE ALL had 6ur com^^aiionin 
times past, in the lusts of ourfle^h, fuMlliiig 
the desires of the flesh ind of the mind, and 
Avere by «afiire the children of wrathie^mids 
othiPS. ^ 

Many are greatly incKned to make ^a vast 
difference between thettiselves, as decent and 
outwardly moral characters, and others of a 
more loose and disoriierly class. And tieuly 
this morality is always to be commended. It 
has many blessed advantages, with respect ta 

»G«J.i. 15>16. 
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this life ; and it does not leave the 30ul so 
far distant from God, as an abandoned be- 
haviour does. But we must be careful not to 
make a difference, where, perhaps, the Al- 
mighty sees none. Those, in our Saviour's 
days, who, on account of their exterior 
morality, " esteemed themselves righteous 
and despised others,"' were amongst the worst 
of mankind. St. Paul was originally of this 
class. But afterward, he knew how to take 
" the lowest -room." * He calls himself the 
chief of sinners ; ranks himself "flmow^," the 
Gentiles, who '^ wer^ dead in trespasses and 
sins."' Their deportment varied, but their 
hearts were the same. 

We had all o\xr ^' conversation.^' This be- 
speaks it to have been the prevailing habit 
and tenor of the lije^ which the Apostle means. 
*' In the lusts of the flesh." Saul of Tarsus 
wis no, adulterer — no drunkard — no glutton. 
Yet he lived in the lusts of the flesh. Every 
thing is a fleshly lust, which is peculiarly 
pleasing to corrupt nature ; whether it be the 
*' desires of the fleshy'' or " of the mind'' The 
kei^rt is the seat of sin.^ The various mem- 
bers of the body an^ made instrument^ of lust 
and indulgence to the soul. As St. Paul had 
his indulgences, in common with these vile 
heathens, he naturally enough expected a 
similar fk^tion with them. Accordingly, he 
says, " and were by nature the children of wrath 
wen as others."^ This introduces 

s Luke iviiu 9^. * Chap, xh, 10. 3 fiph. ii. 1. ^ Chap, iu 3. 
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SECONDLY. — The effect of our sinful 

STATE. 

" Children of wrath.'^ How awful the de- 
claratioh ! May Almighty power work upon 
all our minds, and renew our souls, and change 
our state; that of ** children of wrath, — we 
may be made children of grace." 

The subject of the former Sermon, on the 
Nature of Sin ; related to the dejikment of 
the soul : This respects the curse of God in 
consequence of it. One^ refers to the innate 
depravity of the heart ; the other to the dis- 
pleasure of God. The former describes the 
sin; the latter its desert. The one, regards 
pollution; the other , guilt. They naturally go 
together, and are never wholly separated. For 
when the sinner believes in Jesus, his guilti^ 
ness is not properly done away; though the 
curse is removed and guilt is not charged 
npbn him : And the nature b^ing changed, sin 
receives its death wound at the same time. 
By •* nature,'' however, we are •* all the child- 
ren of Wrath. 

I. This implies that we came into the world 
under the curse of God. 

Much paiiis have been taken to prove that 
we are not children of wrath by " nature,^, 
or by our natural birth ; but ovXyreally child- 
ren of wrath by habits of sin. This is dpubt- 
less true, but not the whole truth. Our text 
manifestly relates to the original apostasy of 
our first father, Adam. From him, as we have 
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proved in the first Sermon on this text, we 
inherit a corrupt nature. And wherever sin- 
ful depravity is, there is the curse of God; 
unless it be removed by Christ Jesus. It 
does not appear that the curse threatened 
against sin, " In the day that thou eatest 
thereof, thou shalt surely die^^ was not 
strictly fulfilled : though it was not consistent 
with the design of God, in continuing a pos- 
terity upon the earth, that it should be liter- 
ally executed to the fullest extent. That day^ 
ht died to GoA. Thatfltey, God's ^wger smoked 
against the rebeL That day, the gidU and 
tbej curse awfully united. Adam instantly 
ftlt the effects of his conduct. Itwasg*e^i7^ that 
made him " ashamed." And so convinced 
was he of God's " wrath" against him, that 
he» sought to hide himself from the "pre- 
sence of the Lord." * This shews us that God's 
presence is Hell to the sinner. Guilt makes 
his Creator's face terrible. Hence the vain 
attempts in all ages, and by all classes, to 
fmsit a god after the sinner's " own heart ;** 
one somewhat like himself, "whom he could 
approach," as infidels say, " without Terror.'' 
^f this dreadful transaction of Adam, and 
of its consequent guilt and condemnatiouy we 
ALL PARTOOK. " By ofic man sin entered into 
ilie world J and death by sin : and so death passed 
Upon all menyfor that all have sinned;''^ — 
Viz. in Adam. The Apostle argues this 
iliatter at large, and says: " If through 

1 Geo. U. 17; aChap. iii. 8. I Rom. v, 12. 
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the offtme (f o^j» many be dead--t he judgment 
eame upon all men to condemnation ; — 
By one. man's offence^ death reigned btf orie;-rrt 
By one Titan's diaokfidience^ many were made 
sinners.'' ^ From this connection with Acljuri^ 
as their head, the whole world inherits both 
sin and death. The justice of God requires the 
condemnation of the. whole race. The Law 
pronounced a curse on every transgression. 
•^ Cursed is every one that continueth not in 
all things, that are written in the book oi the 
law to do them."* From this consideration 
it is,, that both Jem^ and Gentile^ are prov)ed 
to be ^^ all under sin."^ The equity of this 
dreadful sentence, is not to be disputed. " Qod 
is. clear when hejudgeth."^ E'cery mouth must 
be stopped^ and all the world become guiltt 
before God. ^^ For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God J' * 

II. This passage further implies /the awful 
consideration of the curse of God resting 
upon u^s so long as we remain in a state of 

NATURE. 

If \ve Are by nature children of wrath; 
then so long as we continue iti that situation^ 
we reiAaih children of wrath : with thfs att- 
dttional considel-ation a^ftexed ; namely 4hit 
all oui' personal offences, with all their ag- 
gravations, and without any alleviation frorh 
good ' deeds making up for the sin of bad 

' Rota. V. 1J,19. »Gal. in. 10. 3 Rom, iji. 1?. ^ 

♦ P«. li. 4. 5 RojB. ui. J9,««S. 
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ones, Will be charged open us. No doubt 
tfaousands deceive themselves here. They 
admit something of OtigfUal corruption, atfd 
acknowledge generally that God might justty 
h^e executed vengeance up6n Adam and all 
bis posterity, had he thought proper to do s6. 
They nevertheless have some confused ex- 
pectation of a general and indiscriminate 
ntercy being extended to all (at least, to all 
^\i6 are baptised,) through the coming 6f 
Christ. But they da n6t appear to have any 
distinct notion of tht,3iaf€ of nature^ and the 
desfert of Gdd's displeasure. They suppose 
tiiat^ general absent to the principles of the 
Ctrriitian religion, and a decent attendance 
upon its ordinances, is ground sufficient ta 
guarrantee to them, the favour of God, and a 
title to salvation. 

This, however, is a vety ai^fiil mistake. 
There are hit 4z&o st&tes in which ^ve cati, be 
placisd. The oiie is a state oi nature^ as our 
text implies, and the other, a State of grace. 
While connected ^ith Adamj we must endure 
bis ^Ohdemtlatioti. There is no possible w^y 
of avoiding N^rrath, While wie remain under 
the lawt as^our covenant, hope, aad refuge. 
He that keepeth the " whole law^ ahd Vefr 
Offendeth in om pdiM, he is guilty 6f all."* 
Aad being guilty, the wrath of Crod mu*t 
evei* pursue us. Our apparently good deeds 
hayfe tio value in them, nor any thing what- 
ever acceptable to God. By nature, wb ii-e 
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altogether ^' as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as fiUhy ragB^ ' The 
GUFse of a sin-avenging God every where^ 
and evermore pursues us. '^ If thou wilt not 
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God^ 
to observe to do all his commandments and 
statutes, which I command thee this day ; all 
these curses shall come upon thee, and over- 
take thee. Cursed shall thou be in the city, 
and cursed shalt thou be in the field Cursed 
shall be thy basket and thy store. Cursed 
shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit 
of th^ land, the increase of thy kine, and the 
flocks of thy $heep. Cursed shalt thou* be 
when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou 
be when thou gc^est out. The Lord shall $end 
upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke in 
all that thou set test thine hand unto''*^ In 
every situation of life, and under all. the 
varying circumstances of external character^ 
it is a truth of universal application, that 
" as many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curse; for it is written, cursed is 
every one that continyeth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to 
do them.'- 3 This is the awful condition of 
every natural man. 

There can be no hope of escape^ . upon the 
general acknowledgment of christian princi- 
ples, so long as men remain in the habit«ual 
love of sin, and under that indifference to 
true holiness, which demonstrates them (o be 

* Imu Uiv. 6. • Deut. zxYiii* 15, 20. } Gal. Hi. 10. 
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still in a natural state. ^^ The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the spirit of G(wl ; 
£or they are foolishness unto nim; neither 
can he know them, because they are sjdrituatly 
discerned.'' ' And with respect to Christ and 
his salvation, in winch so many plac^ a 
professed reliance; it will be to them only 
cause of greatei: ^condemnation, so 4ong as 
they are not truly conformai to his image, 
atid renewed and sanctified by that gospel 
which they profess to, believe. " This (say« 
our Lord,) is the condemnation," (as if all 
other curses were included in this one, or 
were light, when compared with it;) "this is 
the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil" And 
again: " He that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten son of God."* 

III. Lastly^ — This curse has a more tremen- 
dous aspect^ in the world to come. 

If the wrath of Almighty God be not, in 
tivig' world, removed by faith in Christ Jesus, 
all we here experience is nothing to be com- 
pared with the fiiture state of retribution. 
^* He that belicoeth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing^life: and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not ^ee ///e; but the wrath of God 
%fbid€th on him."^ The unbeliever will be 
east out as an abominable. branch; the Lord 

» 1 Cor. ii. 14. * John in. 18, 19. ' ver, 36. 
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will tilt him oC Who can depict the real si- 
tuation of "a cAiW ^ wrath'' la the world 
of apirite. The heart faints at the thought 
of what roust be end**red by the ungodly^ 
when Giod shall take aw^y tibleir soul. Their 
state will be very dreadful. 

I Ttiey will always have a quick appre- 
hension of the evil of sin, and of the Al- 
mighty's never^cooKng displeasure against 
thern^ The miconvert^ here, arc blinded by 
^the god of this world, and by the deceitful^ 
:tics$ of ^in. Their apprehension of sin is 
very feeble and inadequate, if not entirely 
obscured by .the corruptions which are in tli^ 
world through lust, mxt in the eternal world, 
this det^tful scene of things will be done 
away. The conscience^ which is here often 
seared, will there pierce, the soul, keener than 
tto ! thousand darts. Al I sin will be faithfully 
reCbllteted, and recorded in its own genuine 
form. A thousand palliations now, hide sin 
front man ; but there the whole will appear, 
as the Almighty sees it, exceeding sinful.-^ 
This will be attended with ajqiiiek and neVer- 
. ceasing view of the m^esty and holiness of 
God: In contrast with whose divine purity, 
the soul^ so defiled andnaked^ will feel a con- 
scbnsness of guilt and shatne, which cannot 
be described. For a soul to have in such a 
.situationv this .perpetual apprehension, "thou 
God seest me,"' must necessarily fill it with 
agony unutterable. 

I Gen. XTu IS. 
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2 Tlus, I jsuppose, will make up the de- 
scription of those images of terror, recorded 
byOod in the scriptui^ — " The worm dieth 
not, and the tire is not qMenched." * " Tophet 
is otdained of old; tihe pile thereof is fire 
and much wood ; the breath of the Lord, like 
a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it."* 
" Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and 
brimstone, and an horrible tempest; this 
shall be the portion of their cup."' To all 
this is added 

3 The dreadful truth of its being eternal. 
The sibner's enmity against God will go on^ 
and encrease, forever, JFor though he will 
feel; the intolerable weight of his indigna* 
tion, it will only encrease and not soften the 
hardness of his heart, and the inveteracy o£ 
bis hatred of the diviae character. The 
wrath of God will be poured out to the utter- 
most The desert of sin, having nothing to 
prevent its efiect, will rest upon the head of 
the guilty ; and he will be obliged to endure 
the wxaUi of an offended God, in never- 
ceasing burnings, unconsumed. He will be 
^^punbhed with everlasting destruction from 
the presence ©f the Lord, and from the glory 
of his. power/'*. 

cH^ving now briefly laid before you the im- 
port of the text, t)oth with respect to the 
nature of the original apostacy, and its effects, 
as bringing down the wrath of God upon us : 
Havipg shewed what it implies— -that we come 

*Markjz. 44. ^lMafthz».33. •^Vs.ji.6. 2Thes8.i. 9. 
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into the world under God's displ^sufe-^t^at 
we continue under that cucse^ so longas we 
remain in a state of nature^— and that eternal 
<leath will consummate this afflictive catas- 
trophe, unless previously removed by the ftiith 
of Christ; I shall conclude by a few wowis^of 

IMPROVEMENT. ' ' 

I. It is of vast importance that me s^tdd 
have right viezvs and feelings respectir^ sinl. 

What do youj my dear friends, think of wa? 
Sin is an evil thing, and bitter. "Sweet per- 
haps in the mouth, but bitter ia the belly."* 
Now we have been proving from the ward 
of God, which is the fountain of truth ; the 
universality — malignity — a^id destructive na- 
ture of sin. How does it appear to you? 
Have you been thinking as we went along, 
tl^t too much has been said of it; that it 13 
not so evil; a thing, as has. been represented; 
and that we are not wholly. so vikj . and: so iar 
gone from God ? Such reflections-prove, timt 
with respect to sin, you '/ know nothing ryet 
as you ought to know." * Can any representa- 
tion be too strong; any colouring tbo de^ly 
shadedy which is intended to portray t^s 
dreadful evil? that which h?iS. poisomd the 
aoul — dnmkxxip its$pirits--T£/ef^r(?oe<i{ite glory 
,-r-:and banished -its God ! Look, IJbtm&kh 
ypu in the glass of the Gospel,, and endeavour 
Xo\see sin as God sees it, and to abhor it, as Ae 
abhors it— Perhaps some one will say, I:do 

• B«v. x.lO. . » 1 Cor. ▼lit. f. 
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ooBfiukr wickedness to be a great evil, and 
wish much that both myself, and my fellow 
creatures \«ere better. Well, my friend, so far 
it may be right; but what do you knato and 
feel of the evil of sin, as such ? Or think of it 
as SLpaisonausfimntmn in the heart, ever issu- 
ing forth in pestilential vapors? Perhaps you 
never yet thought at all seriously of sin^ in 
any thing but its out-breakingSj in open and 
flagrant conduct. You very likely never 
traced those streams to their real source; nor 
ever dreamed that there was a fountain of 
iniquity within, from which they flowed. 
Many suppose that what they call immorality 
and vicCf are the only sin; while they have 
BO conception of sin in thought or ^^ imagi-- 
nation''— no conviction of its malignity; nor 
any thought that the whole soul is by nature 
made up of sin. Oh how blind and full of 
self love is the natural mind. Pray that the 
Lord may open your eyes, to see your vile- 
ness, while you are under the entire control 
and dominion of sin. 

V II. Have you obtained proper notions of sin^ 
as an offence against God? 

I can assure you, my fellow sinner, who- 
ever you be, that you have a very superficial 
kniowledge of sin, if you have not liad deep 
discoveries of it as an eoil in God's sight. 
This acquaintance with sin distinguishes^ very 
gristly, tlic truly spiritual from the carnalr 
minded professor. Many can complain of 
P 
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%in which may be direeted against tkem^^ 
setvesy or perhaps against theit fellow creatures; 
who never sent up one sigh, . nor uttered -one 
complainti about sin, as committed against 
the most holy God. Howquick the sense of 
delicacy-r-i^of honor^oS good breeding! And 
how offensive is any breach of the usual for-^ 
malities^tablished ia life t And yiet how few 
have any sensation of distress, whm GW is 
dishonored! How commonly ;is /riv ^(?i^niza»^ 
profaned by vainly introducing it into trifling 
cx>nver^ation ! How often is he called upon^ 
by oaths or exclamations! And this passes, 
even in the most refined and polish^ cii-cles^ 
unrq>7^ovedy if not "^hoWy unnoticed - 

But could this be possible^ if the heart was 
not blind to the honor (^ Gody and to the 
manner in which he regards sin ?^ Is it jE»o^- 
sibkvrt could be jealous of our ofwnhom&t^ 
and totally disregatdfu I of our Maker's ? How 
differently are- these things viewed by a truly 
sanctified and enlightened mind? Davjd 
says, ** Against thee^ theecw/^, have 1 sinned^ 
and doiie this evil in thy sight/'' An4 so 
will all, m a measure, say, wliose hearts and 
minds correspond with holy David's. How 
then do you, my dear reader, view this mat- 
ter? Can you see God's sabbaths neglected-— 
hear his word despised-r-his name profanedt 
and not tremble ? Orcanyqueven^om in this 
behaviour, and ^e^ callj/ourselfaCuKisTiAif^ ^ 
Ah ! indeed, indeed, you are still in nfture's 
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darkness. Yon SLte far from God. You are 
" tdknatedfrom the life of God, tkroisgh the 
ignorance that is inyoUy because of the bUnd- 
ness of your heart.' ' 

But whati if you should be found to in* 
duige sin in its grosser forms^ To iicy to swear; 
to get drunkf to commit whoredom^ to blas^ 
pheme Gvd^ or to deal unfustfy; what shall I 
say to you f Ybu^re^ doubtless, " in the gall 
of bitterness^ and in the bond of iniquity r * 
You prove, indeed^, by your example, the 
power and .maUgrUiy of sin. And arc you 
thoughtless and inifiiFerent as to your state? 
Can yott endure to be vile, before God and 
man, without concern? Is iin so lovely to 
yoii,. that you w\l\ fulfil the lusts thereof, and 
make prooinonfor the flesh ? Oh awful con* 
duct I Oh perverse and wretched befng. Art 
thou so infatuated, ds to esteem that a^ an ^ 
Angel, which is the Deoil in disguise ? Lookj; 
I pray you, into the word of God — read your 
own character, and pray to him, who alone 
ca«r%el^ you, that you may be the slave of 
sifeimb longer. 

XJXx JVhat think you if your future 
prospect ? \ 

I stHl suppose you to be in an unconverted 
and natural state. In svu^ circumstances^ you 
bare nt> part nor lot in Christ's salvation^ 
Ycm are a' ^^ child of wrath.'' It is not neces- 
wry that you should be' a " murderer of 

» Efh. k. ISw r * Acts vui. fS. 
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lather, or murdferer of mother, or manslayer;?' ' 
to be exposed to the just indignation of sax 
avenging God. Ifyou' have no supreme love 
to God and his cause — if you cannot ^vevp 
the world and sin — yea the love of sin, for 
Christ's ss^ke, you are in no sense fit for the 
kingdom of Peavem Your heart is etsmity 
against God ; jou despise his blessings,— you 
neglect his' salvation. Permit me then, ^for 
I IjN^ar earnest love to your soul,) to expostu- 
late with you upon the subject. 

You are a ** child of wrath. ^^ Your gmltds 
proved, and your doom is pronounced. God 
hath declared, that ^* the unrighteous sliall 
not inherit the kingdom of heaven."* Where 
then will you go ; and how shall you " stand 
when he appeareth ? ' Have you " counted 
the cost?"* and are you prepared to meet ymit 
God? You do not like to meet him now at 
the footstool of his grace; how then will you 
bear the sight of his holy Majesty, when sealed 
upon the throne of his glory ? You havei no 
pleasure to hear him speak to you in the sweet 
accents of bve and mercy in his gospel, now; 
how then will you be confounded when he shall 
speak to you in the thunders of his wrath f 
When he shall vex you in his sore displeasure? 
Probably, if Christ in person, or a messenger 
sent from him, were to invite you onty to a 
private audience; the bodings of your con- 
science would loose the joints of your loins, 
and make your ^^ knees smite one against 

•lthn.i,9. .»lCor.vi. 9. |]fd.iii.t« ^ Luke sIt. tS. 
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tnotber.^' ' What then will Jbc your feelings, 

when he shall armign you at his bar^ be/ore 

tmmkmd, ami the holy ang£ls? Think, Ibe«- 

ae^h you of that tremendous day. That 

day, when ^^ all the proad, and all that do 

wickedly, shall be as stubble; and the day 

tha^ Cometh shall burn them up, and leave 

them neither root nor branch." * 

! Perhaps, my sinful fellow creature, you are 

at'this moment decetviQg and blinding your 

mind to this awful scene, by some vam delu- 

^tbw; fiut oh! why do this? What can 

screen your guilty soul ? How can you escape 

• the wrath to come ? You are unholy ; where 

theti is your confidence or hope of heaven ? 

Do you, undauntedly, await the judgment 

day ? Can you " stay his hand, when he arises 

to judgment? Or can you thunder with a 

voice like his?" — ^A flash of lightning now 

upright make you tremble. What then ! will 

acrtryour heart melt, when you see the heavens 

X ivtOt J)laze, and the earth sinking in liquid 

; . fire beneaUi your feet? — When you shall see 

.«^ ^m of Almighty vengeance stretched 

' f &h:^ against you; and millions of flaming 

^ c^adots around the descending throne of 

ymirtiaw despised and neglected Lord ? 
: .3 ^ TJie, pro<p«:/ even now, makes my heart 
^ vttdie^'^and myjiesh trembk. I would willingly 
-n jiope, mv guUty friend, that it is thus with 
.cr:}(ou«. Oh then, turn from this contemplation 
Vf rfbf^ a moment, to t^iip. Crow (f Chriit Weep 
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m peniteiice and contrition tliere. Take him 
for your Saviour now. Ask only to be macle 
a new creature in Christ Jesus ; to be fashion- 
ed, after his holy image; "to be. led iir righte- 
cmsness and true holiness, to follow him as 
your Lord and Masti^r ; and /^m you will have 
nothing to fear. Instead of the floods.of , his 
wrath coming ^^' into your bowels like water, 
and like oil into your bones ;'l^ you MriU ex- 
perience the consolations of his spirit^ and 
the. tokens of his grace. The flaming worlds 
will then be to you only like the fiery chariot 
of Elijah, to carry you safe to the "joy of 
your Lord."* t 

TV. Lastly. How does this subject display 
the love of God! 

-. .The great jsin of niant-^his guiltiness^^fore 
God-^and the depth, of -iJesert and misery 
into which he is plunged,.: mark, with amaz- 
ing coiitrast, the qharaoter of God. ** Who 
cai^ forgive sin but G^d only?'' ' And who, 
but God would have horne with such a. crea- 
ture as this? His anger, it is tmesis pro- 
yoked; and his wrath smokes against the 
g>uilty^ rebel. But /* behold the goodness" 
even above ^* th|B severity of God."* In- 
stead of consigning this. apostates rape tathe 
shades of darkness, and remediless destrac- 
tion, be lays his afnger by : and instead of 
messengers of death, he sends his son to save 
them. And not only so; but he gave him 

I Ps. ciz. 18. 1 Matt. xnr. 21. 3 Madt ii. 7. ^ Bom. zL H^ 
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as a substitute,, to die in ihdr stead; to bear 
their wrath and curse; to answer for their 
g^lt, and to engage for the obedierlce of all 
who belie\'e in him. Was ever love! like 
thiA? ^Tbe wicked n^sls of man e^cked our 
astonishment, and filled our breasts with 
grief and displeasure; but our souls are over^ 
whelmed with this display of the love of 
God. ** God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosq^ 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." ' Let this, my dear 
reader, affect your heart ; engage your affec- 
tions ; and bring back your soul to God. If 
ou neglect this love, and despise the gift of 
is Son, your other sins will be lost in this 
flagrant act of contempt added to rebellion. 
Your apostacy was sin against sovereign au- 
thority ; but this rejection of his Son, is a 
proud despite of that authority infinitely heigh- 
tened by sovereign love and grace. The 
bowels of a God yearn over you. Oh, em- 
brace this love, and return love for love. 
Yield your whole soul to him, and look to 
that ocean of love in the eternal world, from 
which flow " rivers of pleasure for evermore." 
If, my dear fellow Christian, you have felt 
the constraining efficacy of this love in your 
own soul, go on, in wonder and gratitude, to 
adore the love of God, which passeth know- 
ledge. Let the floods of ungodliness which 
deluge our land, and the streams too readily 

I John iii. 16. 
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issuing out of your own lieart, induce you to 
imitate more and more that love, which 
caused that where iniquity abounded, '^ grace 
should much more abounrd." Eternity will 
be employed, in searching into and admiring 
the ** breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height" of redeeming love. ' Oh ! may it en- 
gage all our hearts now with due fervency, to 
love him who first '^ loved us, and hashed us 
from our sins in his own blood, and made us 
kings and priests unto God and his Father."^ 
Amen. 

. * Eph. iii. 18. » Rev. L 6, 6. 
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THE NATURE OF REGENERATION. 

John ill; 3. 

** JeHu mmoered and said unto him, vetHly, verihf, I My 
unio thee, except a man be bam again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." 

X HIS con versa tion of our Saviour with 
Nidodemus, conveys to us the most import- 
ant instruction. He here teaches us a doc- 
trine, the import of which all must ex- 
perience, and enjoy personally, or they can- 
not enter into heaven. No possible inter- 
pretation can be given, or fairly given, which 
does not involve all mankind. The man, to 
whom this conversation was directed, was 
himself so circumstanced, both with respect 
to privileges and character, as to leave every 
person without hope, if Nicodemus could not 
find exemption. 

He was a man of i^trict moral habits-^ 
brought up under the only regular mode of 
worship then received from God — ^he was ad- 
vanced in years, and both a ruler and a teacher 

d5 
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in Israel — he was moreover solicitous to ob- 
tain all due information respecting any thing 
ivhich God might have commissioned Christ 
to teach mankind— and the modesty and ci- 
vility of this Jollier to Christ was singularly 
becoming and favorable. Now if any person 
could stand fair for heaven by moral conduct, 
regular worship, and kipd dispositi(»|| Nice- 
demus was the man. Yet our Saviour at 
once shews him, that he had not yet learned 
the very first step in tlje way of salvation : 
He. wa3 not " born again." 

If the new birth, then, was necessary to 
this teacher of righteousness, who had been 
duly initiated into the only church of the 
living Gpd; it mi«t be necessary to ail in 
every situation, of lifc'-TUudtT &qery profession 
of religion — ana under all variations of chU" 
racter. — I therefore beg leave to call the 
most serious attention of one and all to this 
important doctrine ; and entreat for permis- 
sion to address ^e<, as our Lord did Nico- 
demus; " Verily^ verily. I say unto theCy e^r- 
cept a man be born again^ he cannot see the 
kingdom of GodJ^ * 

We shall naturally be led to treat this sub- 
ject under two particulars. The nature of 
regeneration — and the necessity of it — In 
order that we may profitably attend to this 
divine instruction, let us earnestly pray for 
the illumination of God^s holy spirit, withdut 
whose blessed guidance the widest will fatally 
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err; while Zy k the most ignorant will infaf- 
IMiiyfind the way of salvation. 

FIRST. — ^The Nature of Regenebatiok^. 

:, We shall not treat this subject contro- 
yersially^ notwithstanding the great tempta- 
tion we lie under, from the Very awful at- 
tempts made in the present day, even by 
Masters in Israel, to reduce this most import- 
ant of all doctrines, to a mere ceremonial and 
external (or to what may be considered as 
necessarily attending an external)' rite. We 
shall only observe that Regeneration is not a 
mere change of religious profession, as from 
heathenism, &c. to Christianity ; for this was 
not necessary to Nicodemus. Nor is it are- 
ifbrmation of morals^ from vicious to regular 
habits. This also Nicodemus did not need; 
It is not, moreover, a due reception of bap- 
tism, or of any rite appointed of God, how- 
ever necessary or indispensable. This Master 
IQ Israel had been duly circumcised^ which 
was analogous to being baptised : But he had 
not, on that account, been born again. And 
Simpn Magus was baptised, yet he still re- 
.inained in the " gall of bitterness, and in the 
bond of iniquity." ' 

,^ Regeneration, then, is a holy^nd not an ex^ 
tergal change. As it is a blessing enjoyed bt/ 
man, it makes him '' a new creature.'' It is 
«, spiritual change of heart and mind: the 

« Acls ▼ui. 23. 

Digitized by LnOOQ IC 



60 THE NATDRE OF SEGffitBBATIOM. 

facuUie$ of the aoiil informed ahew; tlmt i% 
spiritually. They are not indeed new facul- 
ties. But the old ones are renewed They 
have a ntw perception^ new direction, and new 
enjoyment. So that the person who is bom 
again, is, in a very important point, like one 
coming into a new world. The name implies 
its nature^nd connexions. 

I. // is to the soul^ what the natural birth is 
to the man. 

When a child is born into the world, there 
is a rational creature produced ; another living 
being brought forth. It partakes of the 
nature of the beings which gave it birth. It 
has perceptions^ aversions, desires, and en*- 
joyments, (as soon as it is capable of dis- 
covering them; ) peculiar to the rational being. 
It lives, moves, acts, rests, and perceives* 
Soon we discover that it not only has human 
appearance^ but possesses a human soul. That 
it has some things in common with the animdi 
is evident; but it has others peculiar to the 
rational cTCSLtion. This then is the natubb 
of the child. <: 

It enjoys moreover, in connexion with its 
existence, and in some respects insepandile 
from it, certain relations, or external consider^ 
ations. He has, for instance, parentsr— neigb- 
hours — and connexions, of various degree^ 
related to him. He has relative blessings 
also: such, as, a right to the enjo}'mentjrf 
life — means of support — intercourse with his 
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feilow^ereaturesy &c. Some of these relations, 
oi* relative enjoyments, doubtless exist as soon 
as man is borrij and will continue, more^or 
leiM, while he lives. But when we speak of 
the birth of a chUdy we mean that the man is 
h»r»j and not his relatians. 
I iTfmSy I conceive, it is with the soul, when 
it is born of God. A child i^ God is bom. 
And it possesses the same divine and holy 
nature, which God himself possesses : That 
is, it is holy, and has the same holiness as its 
divine author's. This is not properly a created 
hsl^ness^ produced out of nothing, or formed 
&mn oiher creatures; but it is holiness com*- 
munieated immediately from God himseK 
Thus we are said to be " born of God^'' in op- 
position to all external things. fFe are " boniy 
mi of blood, nor of the will (^ the flesh, nor of 
the mil of man, but of God'' ^ And to prove 
to ns, that this regeneration is the communi- 
cating of holiness, we are said to be made 
tfiftariakers of the Divine nature.''^ The soul 
of; man, after this divine transformation, be- 
comes, entirely new. A spiritual change takes 
£lace, analogous to the first birth. By that, 
e became a rational man, by this he is be« 
«ume a spiritual man. His first nature was 
raiiomd-^hv& second nature, is holy. All the 
Unities of the. mind being renewed, they are 
made holy and spiritual. 
' Relative blessings are with the spiritual^ as 
.iveli.^ with the natural man, born^ as it wete, 

'^-t »Johni.l3. »tPcti.4. 
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,wiih hhn. God \% his '^. reconciteiLGod and 
Father im Christ Jesus.'.' Christ is his Savioar 
and Lord. The means^ of grace are his birth*- 
rigbt and suppc^rt. Good men are his breth^n 
in Christy anid heaocn is his inheritance. These 
blessings, it is true, are in a great measure 
iMeparable from, the new nature; but dieyare 
not the new nature itself. The new nature 
or new birth, is the kolineis of heart, and^the 
change of disposition infused into the soui 
by the spirit of God ; but these blessings arc 
not thm communicated by being implanted 
in the soul ; but, by bearing a relation to that 
holy change, they are never separated from 
the person who partakies of that change, any 
more than the relative connexions of man 
are separable from man, unless by death; 

II, The nature of Regeneration may be 
further understood, by considering it as ttie 
restoration of the Image of God. 

Man was created in holiness. He pos^ 
messed " the Image of God.'' By sin, this 
Image was destroyed — the glory departed 
from man. By the neof birth^ it is again 
stamped upon the soul, and holiness is thereby 
imparted* After the fall, Adam and hk whole 
posterity, (for they are begotten " in his own 
likeness,"*) departed froin God* Their hearts 
became wholly engrossed with sin and earthlj^ 
things, and God was forgotten. Xh^ir under*^ 
standing, will, aifections, and even conscience^ 
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wa'e defiled. Sin Imd thenceforth full pos- 
sessiim of the mind ; it was therefore " deiad 
in tre^asses and sms.''^ In regenerationy 
^iie^ld man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful /«i^,"* is destroyed. We are " re- 
nemed in the spirit of our mind^^ ' and have 
** put on the new fnauj which ^ter God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness."^ 
*/ After God," means after his image or like-- 
nesis* We are therefore said to be *' renewed 
in ki^wledge after the image of him that 
created" us. * 

- This renewing of the mind of man by .the 
new birth, in ** knowledge," " in righteous- 
ness and true holiness/' has manifest reference 
ta the res^)ration of the Image of. God, in 
which man was created, and which was lost 
by sin.T-rThe soul is now brought backto'God. 
Jffe approves and loves the new-born Christian, 
and. that .Aoj^ creature has delight and satis^ 
factjop in Him. A new intercourse is im- 
mediatdy established ; and sweet communion 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christy is now experienced. This new nature 
is the foundation of all holy communion be* 
tween God and man. As. soon as sin entered^ 
God and man became enemies and strangers 
to one another. God deserted man, and maa 
was anxious to " hide'' himself from God. 
Hence man is bom with a " carnal" or " fleshly 
mind." Our Lord, and his divine Spirit, 
speaking by St Paul, say, " that which is 

» Eph. ii. 1. J^Eph. in St. * VcftiS. ♦ Ver. M. * Col. iii. 10. 
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born of the^fiesh iBjiish;'' znd "the eamaf 
vmd is enmity agaitist God ;" ** is not subgccfc 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be:— 
They therefore, " that are in the^^A, cannot 
please God/** This carnal mind, and the* 
spiritual mind, are set in opposition to one 
another. Having become endued with a sfM* 
ritual mind, the former state and circiHn-^ 
stances of the man are become new also. 
"Old things are past away, behold, all tbin^ 
are become new,"* 

III. The nature of the new birth will be 
further manifest,, by a consideration of the 
manner in zvhich it is effected. ' \- ■ 

I . do not mean to speak of the madb in 
which the spirit of God operates upon ;^ 
mind, in producing this change; but to shev 
that this, is altogether not the work of man, 
but of God. Means are blessed of God for 
this divine purpose, but the work is then^^r^ ^ 
of God. It is not merely necessary, that thcr: 
Almighty should assist mian and work mtk *. 
hinv in regeneration; it is the work of Ood^ ■ 
alo^e. The images used in scripture todescribe 
the new bivtk^ prove that it must be so^ 3ki 
spiritual thiags, man is nothing before be is * 
born again. He is nothing, and can db no-^; 
thing. Being *^ bom agaifi,'' is the begimimg^si 
of NEW life ; as much as the bii^h of a chi^>l 
is the beginning of its natural life. And man - / 
might as well contribute to the prpductiourpf 

* John Ui. tf , Rom, vUi. 7, 8. ^2 Cor. ▼. 17. 
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hisjSrif birtb, as to his second. He is " dead 
ia trespasses and sins ;" and might as truly 
raise himself to life from a dead corpse, as 
form his soul anew ^^ after the image of 

•He that is born of God "is a new creature/*^ 
There is a new creation. Can man create 
himse^? St. Paul says, ** you hath he quick- 
ened^ "who were deiid in trespasses and sins.'' 
Mn <^nnot raise himself from the dead: This 
is the work of God. ** Of his own will be- 
gat he us, with the word of truth."* The 
Holy Spirit causes the word of God to form, 
the soul after its own purity. The promise^ 
when duly applied to the heart " in demon- 
stntion oJ the spirit, and of power," ' begets 
the soul ^* again unto a lively hope, by the 
j«s»Trection of Jestfs Christ from the dead.*** 
Thw is through the " mercy^'' as well as by 
the grace and power of God. This operation 
of the Almighty power subdues self-will; 
breabs; dawn the enmity of the carnal mind ; 
puts a new bias or inclination to the will; 
andodms man becomes spiritually a ^^ livirig 
soult-' He is now " bom of the J^rit:' 

As the word, sq the Ministers of God, are 
instruments of this important change. St. Faul 
sayiy *^ though ye nave ten thousand in- 
stnifitars in Christ, yet have ye not many 
P4tkt^; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten 
yoQ.thrcn:^h the gospel."* Yet the word of 

' t Cor. ▼. 17. » James 1. 18. 31 Cor. it 4. 41 Pet. i. 2. 
f 1 Cor. It. 15. 
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God effects nothing withtnit his hcxly Spirit 
It is a dead letter to many; but to those 
*^ which are saved, it is the power. gjT Gotf/l" ' 
" Wg preach Christ, criwifiedf unto the Jews a 
stumbling block, and to the Greeks fdiolish* 
ness; but unto them w'hich are called both 
Jews^^and Greeks, GhIeiistj the power of God 
and'tbewisdomof God."*— -In hi§ sacred and 
almighty hands, ** the word of God is quick 
and powferful, and sharper than any ibwo- 
edged sword, piercing even tp the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, andisadiscerner of the thoughts 
arid intents of the heart."' No means, or 
instruments of regeneration, can effect any 
thing but as God works with them, arid by 
them. " Of his own will begat he us with 
the wdrd of truths that we should be a kind 
^f first-fruits of his creatures."^ We must 
know by experience what, in new creating 
the mind, " is the exceeding greatnj^ss of his 
power to us^ward who believe^ accordiii^ to 
the working of his mighty^ power, which ibe 
wrought in Christ, when be raised hiiti fram 
the dead/'^^ Augustine * used to say of /this 
new creatian^ that it is a greater work than 
making a world. . ,% . 

And who that reflects upon this subject, 
and property understands it, will not agtee 
with that divinely taught and holy mcm^of 

* i Cor. i. 18. * 1 Cor. xxiii. 24. 3 Heb. iv. 1«. 4 James i. i8. 
5 Eph. i. 19, 20. 
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God? When the Almighty made the world, 
he spake, and it was done; he commanded, 
and it stood fast. There was nothing to 
concur with the divine operation, in the first 
creatfOD, it is true; there was nothing, how- 
ever, to oppose or counteract it: But in the 
ima creatiorij the whole world of apostate 
spints and apostate men, resist the influence 
nf his grace. And what is worse than all the 
Jest, the sinner, whose salvation is sought, 
aad whose new birth is necessary tb his sal- 
iv^ation, is not only reluctant and averse, but 
pervetecLy blind, and obstinately set against 
every exertion of spiritiml power which has a 
iend^iCy to, purify the soul, and change the 
heart into the Image of God. But the ^* right 
hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to 
l^ass*" .' His sovereign operation enlightens 
the mind, takes away the heart of ston^ and 
gives a heart of flesh; renews the whole soul 
in righteousness and true holiness, and thus 
mnsowr and engages the whole man. Resist- 
. ^nce now ceases, and a holy concurrence with 
God^ ia alLhis gracious, designs, is found 
henceforth in every one who is bom again. 
.. Having thus endeavored to shew you zthat 
Regeneration is, we must leave for the present 
the further consideration of the subject, 
fonder the second head of the text, whicn re- 
spects the necessity and utility of it; and 
conclude with a few gbservations from what 
has been said. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

' I. We see from hence the necessity of guard^^ 
ing against self-deception. ., .. . 

I hope my reader will most seriously con- 
sider the importance of this subject. Error, 
in various other points of enquiry, may be 
comparatively harmless ; but when the ques^- 
tion is, how the soul is to be brought - ^ out 
of darkness into marvellous light," error is 
fatal and destructive. And there are more 
dangers in our way, upon thi« subjecti than 
any other. The mind is naturally Wind to it. 
The world, and even out teachers, by natnre, 
are jiot only unacquainted with, but averse 
from its real nature. Satan will endeavour all 
in his power to turn away the soul from the 
due consideration of it. He will suggest 
any ideas^ ox any explanation but the right otte. 
And the reflection of the mind probably, 
(and without divine grace certainly) wiH he 
that there cannot be any thing so vmportmt 
or mysterious as is here represented, in being 
born again. It may also he observedyperhajis, 
that maay wise and learned men neither dis- 
cern the nature, nor acknowledge the ekist- 
;euce of any such ^change a§ that we ha*e 
l^een describing. And niany likewise who 
liave made great pretensions to expcriemr^ix 
religion, have gone back from their high pfO- 
feasion, and now declare that uotbiiug Kke 
this is to be experienced or expected. 
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here, my d^r reader, let me warn you, ag 
you value your soul, be careful what you be- 
IfeVe, and whom you trust. The observations 
you have heard suggested, only shew the 
truth of our views, and the necessity of this 
caution : " JBe not deceived.'' If so many are 
mistaken, the greater care will be needed, 
lest we add to the number of deluded souls. 
Do you admit or deny the truth— the reality — 
the. nature of this change^ which we have 
taken so much pains to prove from the word 
pf God? In all that we have said, we have 
wily declared to you the " words of truth and 
soberness." ' Our Saviour has told you, that 
you ipfiust be ** born again."' And you have 
heard from the same divine Instructor, what 
^t new birth is. Do yoi^ then know its 
Wfturer and experience its efficacy in your 
own soul ? 

, . Perhaps some will say— I am moral, sober, 

jjirty temperate. You may be this^ and yet 

Dipt be bom again. Saul of Tarsus excelled 

dioiisands of professed Christians in moral 

>jgbteousDes$, but he was not " born of 

,G^," or '' called" " by his grace.*" The 

Phari^e was just and punctual, chaste and 

> abstemious : yet, though he " fasted twice in 

, the week," and gave tythes of all that he pos- 

xi Bested, ^^ he was. npt therefore " born again.'' 

.. God abJiorred bis offerings, and rejected hi^ 

siKpluntaiy humility. Nicoikmus was morfc 
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fair, in bis appearance and moderty, &an 
most; but yet he was not ^^ born again.'^ 

Perhaps Satan may lay his snares much 
deeper still. You may possibly say, and 
teach men to say — I am not only moral, but 
religious; and not religious for form's sake, 
but I /twe to attend gospel ministers, and to 
associate with religious and serious people: 
moreover, I am considered to embrace a yetV 
pure system of divine truth, and I have much 
zeal in defending bpth it and my favourite 
preachers. These things may be very good, 
and good Christians may do these things; but 
persons far short of real religion have some-= 
times done all this, and much more. Permit 
me, then, to ask whether your views of God, 
of Christ, and of divine things are any thing 
more, than might be attained by a natural man^ 

?rovided he gave attention to such subjects? 
gnorant persons* become acquainted with 
any other subject, by attention and cultiva* 
tion of mind ; and so may you attain mu<^h 
knowledge and correct information upon reti^ 
gious subjects^ and be much gratified by your 
discoveries ;— but this, after all, /hoy be only 
an increase of knowledge, or natural acJ- 
quaintance with spiritual objects. 

If you, my friend, are born again, you not 
only increase in knowledge of these objects; 
but you have, if I may so call it, 2l new 
knowledge. Divine things (after all your ac- 
quaintance with them^) will be quite new. 
Had you been bom blind; and by hearing and 
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feeling been well acquainted with your friends, 
you would, on having your eyes opened, per* 
cdve.them in a new way, ThU discernment 
would not be additioml knowledge of the 
sam^ kindy but quite a new and entirely Jresh 
source of comprehension. And thus it i$ with 
the soul, when born of God : he sees things 
with entire new discernment ;^ — not with any 
natural new. seme, but with a spiritual percept 
tion given to the old ones. Be assured, then, 
thai if you do not see divine objects in a way 
that no instruction or implication of the natu- 
ral faculties can give, you, without all doubt, 
are not *' born again." 

With a new discernment of spiritual things, 
you will receive a heart to love and approve 
them. Not merely because they are recoim- 
mended by others, but becau&e your hearty 
agrees with them. You will say of Christ 
Jqsws, your Lord, as the Samaritans did— * 
" Now we believe, not because of thy sayings 
fox we have heard him ourselves, and know 
that this is iudeed the Christ, the Saviour of 
tlie world." ' I hope my reader will bear this 
in mind, till we coipe more fully, in our next 
sermon, to point out the divine relish and 
savour of eternal truth which dwell in every 
soul that is '* born again.'' 

II. We are here taught what an awful 
responsiinlity lies upon tiSy as Ministers and 
teachers of religion ! » • 
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This doctrine of regeMration, mot6 than 
any other doctrine, is vital, important, and. 
experimental : it involves the salvation or 
damnation of our hearers. Ifwe^ then, should 
be pursdves ignorant of this divine change, we 
shall almost necessarily I^d others into error 
respecting it. God may, indeed, sometimes 
bless means for an end never contemplated 
by the instructor: but it is a general trutbi 
that we cannot teach others, for their good, 
what we know not ourselves. Should we, 
then, be " blind leaders of the blind,'' ' we 
must expect to "fall," with the addition of 
their guilt upon our souls. If we, instead of 
being " moved by the Holy Ghost" * to teach 
sinners this pure, this only way to heaven, 
either omit this doctrine, or take pains to 
pervert it, make it unnecessary, or explain it 
azvatf y—if we consider it as a mere relative 
privilege confined to baptism^ or describe it as 
simply a change of religious sentiments, or only 
a reformation from vice, we dleceive the souls 
of those who are committed to our care-r we 
lay a most awful stumbling-block in the very 
threshold of their salvation ;— -we thus s^al 
up, as it were, their souls in mental blind- 
ness; and we thus ensure our own damnatiop, 
with this tremendous accumulationof guilt- 
God will " require their blood" at our hands)' 

III. We may see from hence how litik tause 
there is to treat the doctrine of the new birth 
with levity and derision. 

«M«tt.XT.14. »» Pet. 1,81. 3 Erck. iii. «0. 
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If our Lord and the divinely-inspired wri- 
ters of the Scriptures have not given us proper 
insT^rUction upon this subject, the whole Bible 
becomes worse than useless. If there be any 
truth in the word of God, this doctrine is 
essential to everlasting life. It is, indeed, 
in its spiritual sense, hid " from the wise and 
prudent;" but this is not owing to any thing 
strange or mysterious in the doctrine ttst^^ 
tmt to the blindness and hatred of the carnal 
mind. It approves itself to every one who 
iif taught of God. " Wisdom is" here •'jus- 
tified of all her children."^ It bears a very 
close analogy to all the other ways of God. No 
person can sefi, or enjoy natural life before he 
h born ; nor can any person enjoy the rational 
intercourse of his fellow creatures, without 
reason and understanding. If, then, every 
thing must have a nature corresponding with 
the objects it would understand or enjoy, 
where is the folly of supposing, that in order 
X6 enjoy spiritual things, we must have a 
^ritual nature. Nay, the contrary suppo- 
sition would be unnatural and enthusiastic. 
CJin the stone move as an animal, and the 
brute understand as a man? But it would 
ht as reasonable to expect this, as to expect 
a soul, ** dead in trespasses and sins," (with- 
6iA being born again) to see and enjoy the 
,^*, things of the Spirit of God." Let us, then, 
nqtact like men void of understanding, in 
charging that as foolishness which is ** the 

f - . ' Lake vii^ 35. 

S 
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wisdom of God ;" ' or in contending that we 
possess a knowledge of spiritual things with- 
out a spiritual understanding ; or in hoping 
for heaven without a heavenly disposition. 
This would be irrational and entnusiastic 
indeed. — May we be led by the Spirit of 
grace into all truth; and especially may we 
experience the full enjoyment of this all- 
important one of being " born again." Jmen. 

' t Cor, i. 94. 



d by Google 



SERMON V. 
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John iii. 3. 

Except a mem be bom agam^ he cannot see the kingdom 
of God. 

JL HERE is no subject of religion in which 
the natural man is so totally at a loss, as he 
is with respect to regeneration. He has no 
discernment of its nature, and no knowledge 
of its necessity. There is nothing in the 
mind of fallen man which at all corresponds 
with the spiritual and heavenly nature of this 
change. A blind man can as well discern 
the nature and beauty of light and colours, 
^8 the unrenewed mind can comprehend that 
which is implied in this doctrine. The in- 
struction, however, in the Bible, and the 
general notions under which we are brought 
up, still lead a reflecting mind to conclude 
that something is intended, and that some- 
thing is taught, as necessary to salvation. 
But as he has no idea at all of any thing 
spiritual^ nor any notion that a change is 
needed beyond the decently moral Christian 
attainments, he naturally enough confines 
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the spiritual language of the word of God to 
those general attainments. 

This is the true reason why, learned men, 
and teachers of religion in all ages, who have 
not been taught this divine lesson of rege- 
neration by their own experience, have con- 
stantly explained away the real design of our 
Lord's instruction ; and have exclaimed with 
Nicodemus, in regard to this internal and 
spiritual change, ** how can these things be ?"* 
That soul, however, which is taught of God, 
enters with sweet and delightful satisfaction 
into his Saviour's language on this subject. 
He feels surprise and concern that he should 
have been so blind to a truth so obvious, and 
to a change so necessary. He reflects upon 
the extreme darkness and prejudice of his 
mind, with becoming humility; and re» 
newed acquaintance with the truths of God, 
and with bis own heart, as constantly confirm 
the repeated and solemn declarations of our 
Lord; " Verily, verily, I say unto thee, ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kinofdom of God." 



'o^ 



SECONDLY. — We are to consider the 

NECESSITY OF BEING BORN AGAIN, 

Without being born again, we *• cannot 
see the kingdom of God.'' The kingdom of 
God sometimes means the kingdom of grace, 
where Christ rules in the hearts of his fol- 
lowers. ** The kingdom of God cometh not 
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with observation;" for "the kingdom of 
God is within you."' At other times, it 
means the kingdom of glory. " The un- 
righteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God,"* I do not see why both ideas may 
not be included in the words of our text. 
Christ's kingdom of grace, and his kingdom 
pf glory, are not properly two kingdoms ; 
but one^ in different states: The one, the 
church militant; the oMer, the church tri- 
iimphant. But though in Christ's kingdom 
here, there are bad men as well as good, yet 
the righteous only are of his kingdom, and 
properly his subjects. 

Without being born again, a man **' cannot 
see the kingdom 6f God." What in our text 
is called " seeing^'' is in the 5th verse called 
5* entering into :" " He cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God." From these texts con- 
nected, the following three propositions may 
be deduced, viz. : Except a man be born 
again, he cannot discern the peculiar geniu& of 
Ckrisfs kingdom— He cannot relish and enjoy 
ihe spiritual privileges of the gospel— He can- 
not enter into, or enjoy everlasting glory. And 
oh ! my dear reader, pray that God may give 
you real scriptural experience of these truths, 
that your soul may be blessed by the 
consideration. 

I. The unregenerate soul cannot discern the 
peculiar genius of Christ's spiritual kingdom. 

1 »Liikexvii.«a,«U *lCor.vu9. 

J £3 
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I conceive that this meaning is fairly iur 
eluded in the language, " he cannot see" the 
kipgdom of God. He cannot ui^derstand* 
cannot discern or comprehend its peculiar 
and distinguishing quality. . A blind man 
maybe in a kingdom, ox in a magnificent 
house;, but there are grand and distinguish^ 
ing properties in each, of which he neither 
h^js, npr can have, the least proper idea qx con?- 
ception. So it is with the person whose mind 
26 unenlightened by the Spirit of God. He 
knows nothing of the beauty and worth of 
t^hat kingdom, of. which he professes to be a 
subject. 

. 1. The real purity and excellency of Gody 
ajre; unknown to him. Man by wisdom may 
cji^qove^ many things respecting ,the Almighty^ 
and have very affecting view:s of his power, 
his wisdom^ his goodness, and his truth. But 
his purity, his holiness, and his glorious moral 
excellence^ are not known, nor in the least 
discerned by the unsanctified mind. ^* No 
man'' thus " knaweth the Father^ save the San^ 
drdhe io whomsoever the Sonwill reveal him.^^ 
\^Tbe natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they 2iXtfootishhess 
unto him ; neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned''^ The real 
beauty of the divine character can only be 
known through the glorious medium of the 
gospd of Christ. In the gospel, the real 
character of God shines in its riches and 
effulgence. But only the person who is " born 

' Matt, xi, «r. » 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
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again'' ever enters into this spiritual kingdom. 
Till then^ though he profess to be a Christian^ 
he n truly in the kingdom of darkness ; and 
darkness hath blinded his eyes. But in 
Christ, the true light shineth. And in all 
who are bom anew, this light shineth into 
their hearts," so that they discern *^ the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.'' * 

9. J%e same ignorance of Christy as to the 
glory ojT his work, and the real necessity of his 
sahationj prevails in the unregenerate mind. — 
The nominal Christian does so far love his 
own safety, as to approve of a way of salva^ 
tion being made for man. But he has no dis- 
cernment of the greatness of Christ's under- 
taking — the necessity of so great a sacrifice— 
the richer of that grace, which caused him to 
lay down his life for us — ^lior of that exceed- 
ing great love of Christy which led him to 
endure the cross and despise the shame — nor 
of that inextinguishable ardour of his zeal 
fc* G^d, which drank up his spirits — nor 6( 
that perfect and infinitely rich obedience, 
which ftiagnified the Law and made it honor- 
able — ^nor yet of that divine grace, by which 
he sheds abroad in the hearts of the rege- 
nerate, something of the same love which 
burnt in his own breast. To pl-aise " Christ 
and him crucified'' * as " the chiefest among 
ten thousand,"' and " altogether lovely,"* 
in any way suitable to his divine glory, is^ 

*tQ6u4,6i ftlCor.jj. f. 3 Cant. nlO. 4Ver.U. 
£4 
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and can be, to the carnal mind, only enthu- 
siasniy and vain and " voluntary humility." ' 
But to the enlightened mind, Christ Jesus, 
and his works and grace, his merit, right«- 
ousness, and intercession, are all in alL They 
are a never-failing source of beauty in his 
eyes, and joy to his heart. They are all his 
•* salvation, and all his desire."' * 

3. The same prevalence of ignorance and 
error will be found respecting the purity ff 
the divine law — the nature of true holiness — 
and the real genius of the gospel^ in affording 
the spirit's operations, to enlighten and pur^ 
the soul. Ignorance of the spirituality of 
God's Law, and of true holiness, always go 
together : and while we are in darkness, we 
know nothing of the real character of either. 
We seek indeed to be ''Justified by the law ;'^^ 
we hope to be accepted for our " good works r^ 
But we have not the least idea of the awftil 
strictness and extent of that lofw^ and that it 
can reiquire nothing, and adnnt of nothing 
short of true, and perfect, and perpetual holi- 
ness, " in the inward parts.'** Our goodness 
is a mere outside morality, and we know no 
other. For the real " beauty of holiness" is 
hid from our eyes. And thus the gospel^ 
which affords grace to renew and sanctify the 
soul, is rejected^ because its eaxdlency is not 
knawn^ nor its necessity feit or bewailed. 
Hence, with respect to every thing imme- 
diately connected with our salvation, we lie 

» Col.il. 18. *fSaiD.]|xiii.5. 3 Gal. r. 4, ♦Ps.li.C. 
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uader the grdssest d^kness and misappre- 
hension. " The God of this world hath 
hlinded the minds of them which believe not, 
lest the light of the glorious gospel (^ 
Christ — should shine unto them."' 

Do we, my dear fellow sinners, know and 
Jeel the awfulness and importance of these 
truths ? V Have you by painful, yet pleasing 
experience learned tnat " the things of 
GOD knoweth no many but the spirit of God ?" * 
That " the cross" of Christ '' is to them that 
perish foolishness?" * That ** if our gospel be 
hid, it is fdd to them that are lost?'** And 
do you know what the new birth gives of a 
spiritual discernment, and divine savour of 
the things of God ? If you do not enjoy this 
knowledge, pray ardently, and without ceas- 
ing, *' that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of Glory, may give unto you the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation, in the know- 
ledge of him : The eyes of your understanding 
being enlightened; that ye may know what is 
the hope of his calling, , and what the riches 
of the glory of his inheritance in the saints." ^ 

II. The unregenerate cannot relish and en- 
joy the peculiar privileges of the gospel 

This idea, also, seems fairly implied in our 

.^Lord's words; and it is a truth which cannot 

be denied. That soul which is not born of 

CxMi, can no more savour the things of God, 

* % Cor. W. 4. * 1 CoT.'ii. 11. ' i. 18. ♦ 2 Cor. i? 3. 
5 Eph. i. 17, 18, 

£5 
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than doves could live in the sea, or fishes 
gra^e upo|i dry; land. Every creature mu^t 
have H nature suitable tp the eleitient in which 
it is to live; and a taste corresponding with 
the objects with which it is to be conversant. 
Natural tnen can relish natural things. And 
ratioinal beings can delight in the excursions 
of reason. But it requires a spiritual mind 
to deligtit in spiritual things. " That which 
is horn of the flesh is flesh ; and that which is 
born of the spirit is spirit."^ — ^The new-born 
child delights to suck the breasts of its na- 
tural parent.. 1 1, has relish for thisi and upon 
this- it lives. But the sonl must be new-born^ 
or " born agaitiy'' before it can have any taste 
for the bread of Hfe, or desires after the milk 
of God's word. When it has obtained a 
second birihy it is brought into the spiritual 
world. It has likewise brought its wants and 
its desires with it. It norv turns as naturally 
to Christ and his gospel for food and enjoy- 
ment, as the child does to its natural provi* 
sion of supply and nourishment. Thus 
St. Peter declares the case of spiritual child* 
ren to be : " If so be ye have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious; ^% new-born babes desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby.'' * 

1. Before this holy longing and spiritual 
desire is formed in the soul by regeneration, 
there is no spiritual enjoyment of the word of 
God. You, my dear reader, if yo/a Ijave 

"Johniii. 6. * 1 Pet. ii. 3, «. 
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^* tasted'' these spiritual delights, can bear 
me witnefess, or rather can bear the word of 
God witness, that you had nothing in your 
whole soul which corresponded to, or de- 
lighted in, these holy and divine things. The 
Bible, with all its heavenly treasure, was a 
sealed book to you. You read, perhaps, and 
saw miiny great and wonderful things re- 
corded. But they were not, to yoUj " won- 
derful things in righteousness.'' * Prayer and 
conversation with Christian friends were not 
your element. The glorious beauties of God's 
House, and the interesting privileges of his 
sabbath were dry, insipid, and lifeless things, 
attended upon out of custom, or possibly, in 
sonve sort, from a sense of duty: but th6 
heart was not in them. The true feeling, if 
not the declaration of your mind was, " when 
Will the sabbath be gone r'"^ 

2. Before this divine change takes place, 
the soul knows nothing of the value, the 
desirableness, and divine glory attending the 
blessings of peace with Godj and of peace in 
our own souls. The riches and beauty of par- 
doning mercy are concealed from all but those 
in whom the true light shineth. The seal of 
i^e Holy Spirit J and the earnest of eternal 
glory, which the soul receives in the new 
birth, are foolishness to him, whose heart is 
after his idols. Communion with the Father 
attd with his Son Jesus Christ ; and a desire 
t6 be wi<^ them^ which is far better than out 

»P8.1xy.5. »Ho8.viu.5. 
£ 6 
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earthly enjoyments and expe;ctati>ons, can 
have no place in us, until we are made par- 
takers of the ** divine nature," A worldly- 
minded man can form no conception of the 
believer's privileges and enjoyments, till he is 
" born again." This is a " kingdom'' which 
he " cannot see." He has no spiritual taste; 
no holy relish ; no sweet realising comprehension 
of any of the peculiar glories of the grace 
of God. He does not know that such things 
are to be enjoyed ; or if he have some know- 
ledge of the object^ it is but an extemaV 
earthly, and carnal perception. The true 
glory, and exceeding beauty, which makes 
the heart of the Christian so to rejoice, he 
can in no degree perceive or comprehend. 
Till he obtain this spiritual perception, by 
being turned from darkness to light, he can 
attach no meaning to those predictions, nor 
fix any idea to those promises : " That ye 
may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of 
her consolations^ that ye may milk out, and 
be delighted with the abundance of het 
glory."* 

And now I would ask what do you, who 
hear me, say to these things ? Are your souls 
tuned to the experience and enjoyment of 
things like these? Do your hearts respopd, 
and vibrate in harmony with these truths of 
God ? Have you been tra<;ing the steps in 
which your soul, once darkness, has been now^ 
made light in the Lord ? Are your prevailing^ 
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deisires towards the Lord, and towards the 
rememberance of his holiness ? This indeed 
were a blessed and happy state ! Or, are you 
secretly revolving in your mind the question, 
and (under the incapacity to discern what we 
have advanced,) ready to ask, with the Jews 
of old, " doth he not speak parables ?" 

ill. The unregenerate person cannot enter 
into eoerlasting glory. 

This I suppose to be the direct allusion of 
Christ in his declaration ; '* Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God." No ! He 
" cannot see" that glorious kingdom, where 
his Saviour is enthroned in all his majesty,, 
receiving the homage of his redeemed people 
—crowned with honor and immortality by 
his heavenly Father — and dealing out^ with 
liberal hands, the rewards of righteousness ta 
his faithful followers. The soul that is not 
** born again'' cannot en ter into that holy place^ 
There are two obstacles full in the way of the 
imregenerate seeing the glory of God^ in his 
everlasting kingdom. 

1. They have no Title to heaven without 
being born again. — ^A person is not heir to a 
kingdom b^ore he is bom. Nor are we heirs 
of salvation, till we are ** bdrn again ''-^ 
Whatever may be God's sovereign purpose 
respecting any person who is under the do- 
minion of sin, he is, as yet, lying under the 
curse of God, and is an heir of damnation.. 
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While \fre are unregenerate, we ^re unbelievers ; 
for sibeiiever, and a, Child of Gody is the same 
thing* *' As many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the Sons ^f God^ 
even to them th^t believe on his name." ' 
But an unbeliever remains under the wrath 
and displeasure of God, and is therefore very- 
far indeed from having a title to salvation. 
" He that believeth on Him is not .con- 
demned ; but he that believeth not, is con- 
demned already, because be hath not be- 
lieved in the name of the only begotten Soa 
of God."* Till we are " born again,'' we 
are under the law — far from union with ^ 
Christ; and can have, in such a situation, no 
part nor lot in his righteousness, or in his 
salvation. " Cursed is every one that cdn- 
tinueth not in all things which are Written 
in the book of the Law to do them." ^ He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not s^ee 
life, but the wrath of God abidetH on 
kim?'^ Regeneration, it is true, is not itself 
our title to heaven, bat the Lord never gives 
a title to salvation before we are born of 
God. 

2. They have no capacity for the enjoyment 
vf heaven.— We have seeft, that without a 
" new heart," that is, a new and dwine nature^ 
corresponding with the things of God, we 
cannot enter spiritually into anv deligfatftil 
intercourse witn God, or enjoy the privileges. 

•Johbhij. »Ch.m. 18. 3Gai;iu.ia ♦Job«iil36. 
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of the gospel kingdom on earth. How much 
less then can the unholy soul enjoy heaven 
itself? I apprehend, that heaven will be only 
the consummation of what is here begun« 
The highest enjoyments of true believers in 
their happiest moments, when their souls are 
enraptured with delightful intercourse and 
communion with Christian friends; and with 
the "Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ,"^ 
are represented by the gospel, as only the 
earnest and foretaste of the glory that shall 
be revealed in us. It is *** Christ iw" them 
"the HOP£ of glory. ''^ The enjoyment of 
g^ory, then^ will doubtless be infinitely more 
delightful, but of the same nature. " To live,** 
here, " is Christ;'^ but there, it will be 
Christ without interruption ; without alloy-r 
and without end. 

But alas ! the misery of the carnal mind^ 
among delights like these. He has wcw no 
love to, nor accordance with, these pure and 
holy things. Religion is hateful, and reli- 
gious persons are only tolerable to him, be- 
cause there is in them something in common 
with himself. That is, there is an earthly and 
carnal tincture in the most exalted minds; 
and zoith this the carnal mind unites: He 
feels something to which he can cleave, and 
in which he has some interest. But what 
would heaven be to him, where all this re- 
siding alloy of earthly dross in the saints oi 
God is gone ? What where all is pure and 

'IJohnuS. *Col.l.lW. JPMI.i. «1. 
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spiritual? Where he would not have one soul 
with whom he could cordially associate ; one 
enjoyment, of which he could partake; or 
one object, to which he could turn with sa- 
tisfaction, or with hope. His soul would be 
filled with disgust and disappointment; he 
would find it a torment to dwell in a place 
like this; and he would naturally seek a re- 
fuge among k'ndred spirits at the remotest 
distance from the throne of God. 

We have now shewed you the necessitjf of 
being born again. Without it, a person can« 
not discern the peculiar genius and beauties 
of Christ's kingdom — he cannot relish, or 
delight in the privileges of the gospel — nor 
can he have either title to, or enjoymeat of 
heaven. — We shall conclude with an inference 
or two from what has been said. 

INFERENCES. 

I. How beautifully does this doctrine display 
the kindness and love of God in the economy of 
our salvation ! 

The experience of this change is common 
to all Christians. And it leads every soul 
possessing it into immediate acquaintance 
with every truth necessary to salvation. It 
brings with it, usually, such a glorious flood 
of divine light, as gives assurance both of 
the truths of God, and of our interest in them. 
There may, indeed, be such gradual and in^ 
distinct conversion of heart to God, as ta 
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leave the person in doubt with respect to his 
state. But when this change takes place in 
mature life, if it be decisive as to its nature, 
and diicacious in its operation^ it brings ma- 
nifest testimony that this soul is born of God. 
He is come into a new world. His eyes are 
opened : Once he was blind, but now he sees. 
He is light in the Lord. He was dead, but 
is now raised again to a life of righteousness : 
He possesses Aerc a key to all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. Christ dwells in the 
heart by his holy Spirit; and in him he has 
a guide t® all the glories of divine grace, and 
to all the essential mysteries of our holy 
religion* 

How merciful and kind is all this I Here 
the learned and unlearned are upon an equal 
footing. It is not ^' the wisdom of the wise,'* 
and the ** understanding of the prudent,"' 
which " bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and make manifest the counsels of 
the heart.*'* It is not exalted talents, or use- 
ful learning, which teach the soul wisdom, 
and make it ^* wise to salvation :" No. It is 
our " Father which is in heaven." — Oh! 
Then thou holy, heaven-born soul, rejoice in 
this kindness, and bless thy God; especially,, 
if human learning and other advantages have 
not been thy happy lot. In these things, 
hxxmzxi learning is not essentially necessary ; 
but dvoine instruction is. Oh ! What. a won* 
derful appointment is this. How different 
from all other modes of religion ! No great 

>lCor.Ll9. *Ch.iv.5. 
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abiUties ; no philosophy ; no riches ; nd costly 
sacrifices ; no wearisome and dangerous pil- 
grimages are required. '* In Christ Jesus, 
neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision, but a new creature.'' Oh! 
happy thought. " To the poor the gospel is 
preadied,"' and ** wayfaring men, though 
fools, shall not err" in understanding it. 7%i> 
is the glorious privikge of being " born again J*' 

II. JVe are hence enabkd to account for that 
Amazing difference of sentiment and conduct^ 
xchich so greatly puzzle the carnal world. 

By difference of sentiment and conduct, I 
do not mean diversity of opinion at large, 
which is common in all ranks and characters ; 
but that particular knowledge of divine truth, 
and the conduct resulting from it, which is so 
inexplicable to the unconverted mitid. There 
will be imitations of every good thing in re^ 
ligion ; but there is a glowing light of divine 
truth, and a disinterested conduct arising 
from the new birth, which can no more be 
counterfeited, than Satan or wicked m^n can 
imitate, with success and cotisistency, the work 
of God. We frequently perceive the ignorant 
and unlearned, who were before sunk in pro* 
fligaby and stupidity, forsaking all their 
formet habits of mental and moral grossness, 
and becoming wise in matters of spiritual 
importance, and not only morally decent* but 
truly holy in all manner of conversation. We 

' Luke Tii. %l. 
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sometimes find the learned, the wise, and those 
whom the world trusted as confidential, se- 
rioBsly and soberly changing their whole 
views and habits of behaviour, forsaking their 
follies and their former companions, giving up 
all expectation of interest and preferment, 
endangering the loss, and perhaps incurring 
the displeasure of their former patrons, for 
the hope of an inheritance beyond the grave. 
Like St. Paul, they can say, " What things 
were gain io me^ those I counted loss for Christ.'^ 
This is extremely unintelligible to the world 
which knows nothing better than worldly 
motives and worldly views. 

The experience of the scriptural doctrine 
of the new birth, enables us at once to ac- 
count for this. We need not resort to the 
inadequate and inconsistent causes of fana« 
ticism or madness. No. They have " been 
with Jesus.'' And from him they have taken 
their views and character. He has won their 
hearts, inspired their hopes, changed their 
nature, and made all things new. . 7%i>, and 
nothing else but this, will explain how it is 
that the (otherwise, and previously) ignorant 
will confound the wise in subjects of essential 
moment in religion ; and how the unlearned 
are able to teach the learned the way of sal- 
vation. 7%w, and only this, will account for 
St. Paul, and others who act like him in our 
day, leaving all the world behind, and des* 
pising it as dross and dung for Christ's sake. 
Mere conviction of the /act of Christ's claims 
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and power could not efFect this change of 
conduct. When Christ raised Lazarus from 
the dead, the Jews sought to kill him. But 
when he changed Paul's hearty his l&oe con^ 
strained' him. The new birth then^ the new 
birth alone, is the main spring of all Christian 
views and Christian conduct. This, friends, 
is the grand secret in religion. Oh ! seek this^ 
and the world will fall before you; heaven 
will fire your desires ; difficulties will only 
encrease your ardor; holiness will be youc 
nature; aiui enjoyment of Christ your as* 
sured felicity. Amen. 
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THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL GRACE. 



JUDB 19. 

Having not the Spirit, 

X HE real nature and true genius of the 
religion of the Bible has been misunderstood, 
and misapplied in all ages. The great 
danger to us in the present day, under a na- 
tional profession of the Christian religion, 
and in a church where the same is purely es-v 
tablished, is not a temptation to reject reli- 
gion in the gross, and to cast off the faith of 
Christ altogether. This would not be well 
received even by worldly persons, for they love 
to make some acknowledgment to Christ 
Jesus, and pay a decent outside respect to 
something like religion. But as what is pro- 
perly so called disallows and counteracts every 
thing of a worldly and selfish, as well as of a 
profane and infidel spirit, we naturally incline 
to admit religion m general; but contrive to. 
rob it of its character in detail. We do not 
object to acknowledge its name, but endeavor 
to make every thing belonging to it, that is 
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excellent and valuable^ to evaporate and siiik 
into nothing. 

No doctrineof vital importance seems to be 
treated with more *^ despite" than that of the 
in-dwelling and soul-reyiving influences of 
the Holy Spirit. It is very common now to 
contend for the necessity of the grace of God ; 
(perhaps because our church, in every page 
and prayer of her liturgy, asserts or imphes 
our destruction without the Holy Ghost): 
But then, alas ! The whole effect is destroyed 
by subsequent restrictions and explanations. 
We must neither claim to possess his influence, 
nor ascribe our good views, inclinations, or 
eflforts to his power. And those who profess 
to expect his direction and aid, and wish to 
live under his gracious influence, are treated 
with scorn and derision, as persons deceiving 
themselves by a wild imagination. Whil6, 
however, we would make no vain pretensions 
to divine aid, nor any unscriptural assump- 
tions of the Holy Ghost, we would cautioa 
you that this cavilling temper was the very 
spirit which St. Jude censures. ** They told 
you there should be ynockers in the last time, 
who should walk after their own ungodly 
lusts. These be they who separate themselves'' 
(from your communion, . or from your com- 
pany, as unworthy of their acquaintance,) 
" sensual^ having not the Spirit."^ — May your 
hearts and mine be duly guided by the HcJly 

»Jodel8.19. 
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Ghost, in considering a few things from this 
passage of Scripture. 

FIRST. — Who they are that have 
"not the Spirit." 

We need not spend time in proving that 
the sensualist and profane, the unjust and un- 
chaste, have not the Spirit. We would hope 
that, though they prefer their own ungodly 
lusts to the pure habits of true religion, their 
own consciences witness against them that 
th^ have not the Spirit — But neither have 
the proudj the worldh/, the mere formalist in 
religion, the spirit of God. The spirit of 
such persons is as contrary to scriptural and 
heavenly religion, as more open and gross 
deformity. And all pretenders to religion, 
of whatever class or denomination, who either 
denj/ the essential doctrines of vital godliness 
-—embrace them from mere interested motives 
— or " hold the truth in unrighteousness,'' ' 
and thus " turn the grace of God into lasci- 
viousness,"* have not the Spirit. — A genuine 
Pharisee in our Saviour's days (and, without 
doubt, the same Spirit wilt produce the same 
effects at all times,) was as awful a blasphemer 
of the operations of the Holy Ghost as the 
Sadducee ; and both were more opposed to his 
grace than publicans and harlots. 

Nor ought we to esteem that enthusiastic 
conduct, which has grown so much of late 
anu>ug certain high pretenders to the Spirit, 
and which has made their places of worship 

'Ron.i. 18. « Jade 4. 
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$craes of " confusion, ratBer than of order/^ 
to be at all less hostile to tli« genuine effects 
of the Holy Spirit, than a more openlylicen- 
tious behaviour. For the i^irit of Jesus 
Christ is given us for tetter purposes than 
that of departing from common sense and 
decency in our religious observances. 

No person has. any scriptural right to con- 
dude that he pedsesses the Holy Spirit, who 
does not hate sin from the heart;* and, under 
a sense of his own un worthiness, take Christ 
as his alt in all for salvation, rejecting his own. 
righteousness as altogedier worthless for justi- 
fication before God^ and live upon the Sa- 
viour daily. 

SECONDLY. — Wb shall therefore 
consider for what purposes the 
Holt Spirit is keeded and given. 

I. He is needed, in the first place, to make 
us new creatures in Christ Jesus. We must 
be born again of the Spirit, before we can 
ofier to God any acceptable service. ** That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh;" ' and 
" they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God;"* and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit," ' and ''offers up a spiritual sacrifice 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ"* — When 
a " new heart is given us, the Holy Spirit 
dwells in us, to assist our prayers'' *' The 
Spirit helpeth our infirmities; for we know 
not what we should pray for a>s we ought : but 
the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us ;*' 

"Joluiiii.6. ^Rom.Tm.a. 3 John ui. 6. ♦! Pet, U.S. 
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or inspires us ^ith an earnest and holy long- 
ing -of soul, by which we intercede with God, 
though it may be with " unutterable groan- 
ipgs." ^ — It is the work of the Holy Ghost to 
enable u& to overcome sin, the world, and the 
Devil; and to make us holy and clean both 
in body and soul. ** It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth."* We are ** sanctified by the 
Holy Ghost." ^ ^[ Ye are washed— ye are sanc- 
tified — in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God.''* ** Whosoever is 
born of God sinneth not ; but he that is be- 
gotten of God, keepeth himself — overcometh 
the world — ^and that wicked one toucheth him 
not."^ 

IL The Holy Spirit is given us to en- 
Ughtexi the mind into spiritual understanding 
of' the scriptures-^to give us evidence of o\xv 
having passed from death unto life— and to 
comfort and guide us under all difficulties and 
dangers in our way to heaven. 

As to the^r^^ of these, our Lord'« promise 
tphis obedient followers is general; "he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God."* 
And St. Paul declares this promise fulfilled in 
hiiiiself and the Cbrinthians. " We have re- 
ceived not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God, that we might know 
t|ie things that are freely given to us of God." ^ 
4nd St. John speaks the same satisfactory 

'<1loin.viii. 46. *Johnvi.63. ^Rom.xy. 16. 41 Cor. vi. 11, 
M Jolm ▼. 4, 18. 6 John vU. 17. TlConii, 1«, 
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tFutbp " Ye hav« an uuctipn .from the Holy- 
One, and ye know all things." — "The anoint- 
ing which ye have received of him abideth in 
you, and ye need not that any man teach 
you : The same anointing teacheth you of all 
things."^ With respect to the ^^ccwrf privi- 
lege, that is, our evidence of salvation, '*the 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the childrta of God."* And we 
know " that we dwell in him, and he in us, 
because he hath given us of his Spirit."' 
" God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into your hearts, crying Abba, Father."* And 
yith respect to consolation and direction, we 
feel delight in resorting to our Saviour*s pro- 
mise: ** I will not leave you comfortless; I 
will come to yoii."* And with respedt to 
" the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,'' ^ 
saith Christ, " when the Spirit of truth is 
come, he will guide you into alltriith;" — "he 
shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto 
you." 7 Surely we may say, *' happy is that 
people that is in such a case ; yea, happy is 
that people, whose God is the Lord." * 

THIRDLY. — We shall enquire what 

GROUND WE HAVE TO HOPE FOB, AND 
TO EXPECT THE HoLY SpIRIT IN THESE 
DAYS. 

As we neither claim tior admit of any mira- 
culous gifts or operations of the Spirit, sudh 
as dreams, visions, or any pretensions to new 

1 1 John ii. 20, 27. a Rom. viii. 16. ^ i John iv, 13. ♦ Gal. iv. 6, 
5 John xiv. 18. « Ver. 26. 7 Ch. xvl 13, 14. * Ps. cxIit. 15. 
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Revelations, or knowledge of things not con- 
tained in the word of God, we are not afraid 
of asserting, that we have as much reason to 
expect the Spirit's operations now, as the 
Apostles and Disciples of our Lord had in 
their time. 

I. The OBJECTS are the same now as they 
were then. 

God is emially holy, iand requires the same 
purity and holiness of us as ne did of the 
primitive Disciples, Man is equally depraved 
and as utterly helpless as in our Saviour's days. 
&n is as defiling and powerful, and reigns in 
natural men with as sovereign a sway. The 
'mrld^ and the Devil are still as alluring, and 
seek the destruction of the soul with as much 
assiduity; while the blindness of man, as to 
spiritual thfngs, is precisely in the same situ- 
ation as when the Pharisees demanded of our 
Lord, '' are xve blind also ?" ' 

II. The wants of mankind are universal, 
Wd at all times the same. 

We can no more enjoy Christ/ live without 
spiritual life, nor hope for admission into 
lieaven now, without being born again, than 
Ntcodemus could. Nor can we bring forth 
fruit to God, or delight in his law, after the 
inward man, till we have the inward man re- 
newedy and till we have grace to overcome sin, 
fSat world, and the Devil; and^.4^i|h pure 

' John ii. 40. 




100 THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL GRACE. 

hearts and minds follow the only God. Nor 
can we live without aid ; endure without con- 
solation; or hope without some enjoyment. . 

III. God's gracious promises are general. 

** As for me, this is my covenant with them, 
saith the Lord ; My Spirit that is upon thee, 
and my words which I have put in thy mouth 
shall not depart out qf thy mouth, nor out 
of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, 
from henceforth and for ever."^ " If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children : how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to thejn 
that ask him."* ** Jesus stood and cried, 
saying, if any man thirst, let him comq unto 
me^^nd drink. He that be^ieveth on me, as 
the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. But this he 
spake of the Spirit, which they that believfc 
on him should receive." ^ We conclude tl^n, 
that so long as God and man^ sin and holiness^ 
the world and Satan^ hea*cen and hell are the 
sdixnt noxv as they were when our Lord said, 
" Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world;"* ^nd since mankind can 
no more enjoy heaven, nor escape the wrath 
to come, without the same grace, we. ^re. as- 
sured that ihcst promises were made to apply 
to all times and cases ; and that we may cour 
fidently rely upon the Holy Spirit's aid, and 

' Isai. lix. 21, » Luke xi. IS. ^ John vii. 37-39. ♦ Matt, xxviii. UO, 
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seek his operations, with the hope of children 
who shall not be disappointed. 

FOURTHLY.— Let us consider how we 
ma^y know whether we possess the 
Holy Spirit. 

This is so essential a point to our own com- 
fort, and so necessary to guard us against 
deceit and imposition, that I hope you will 
permit me to lay a few things before you, 
which may, through God's blessing, assist 
you in the important enquiry. We have al- 
ready seen that the Holy Spirit is given to 
affordus evidence respecting the spiritual mean- 
ing of diving tfutht siud of our interest in 
divine privileges. And my reader, I hope, 
will always bear in mind, that no description 
which we can lay before you can be satis- 
factory, unless the Holy Spirit apply to your 
hearts his own word, and guide you into all 
truth. But as the sacred writers constantly 
invite us to examine ourselves whether we 
** be in the faith," and whether ^* Christ be 
inus;"i this both proves that we may and 
otight to Arwow the Spirit's presence, and that 
we should not rest till we obtain satisfaction 
on so important a subject. 

When the Holy Spirit shines in the mind 
with such divine radiance, as to be an 
^'earnest of our inheritance;"* and so as- 
sures us of the glorious promises of God, as 
to be a ** seal"^ unto them ; the evidence is 

« « Cor. xm. 5. * Eph. i. 14. I Ver. 13, 
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direct and satisfactory, and the soul of the 
believer, under such circumstances, can no 
more doubt of his being ** born again", than 
of his being born at all. Nor can he, reason- 
ably, any more doubt of his salvation, tfcan if 
he were now in heaven. But as this is not 
always the case, and as many deceive them- 
selves and others with false hopes and falsi? 
evidences, we will suggest a few more par- 
ticularsi for your instruction and assistance* 
And our heart's desire and prayer to God for 
you is, that you may be found both almoat, 
and altogether Christians. 

I. The person who enjoys the Spirit's in- 
struction, will have such a real discovery of 
the excellency of divine truth, as will both 
change the whole mind and the whole conduct. 

Spiritual things are '^foolishness'' ta the 
natural man; "but he that is spiritual jvtd- 
geth all things."^ Here you may try whether 
you have th^ Spirit. Your views of divine 
things will be quite new. Such as you never 
bad, and never could have by nature. If then 
you see, admire, and love the sacred beauties 
of divine things, it is because the Holy Spirit 
hath " shined in your hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ." * . While these things 
are " hid from, the ^vm and prudent," they 
are " revealed unto babes,"' 

If you love God for what he is in himself^ 

» 1 Cpr. U. H, 15. * Ch. in. 6. 5 H^t*. xii i5. 
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that \$t for the glorious holiness and perfection 
of his divine nature; and hate sin as sin, 
with(kit regard to the complianees or fashions 
of the age; and love the brethren for Christ's 
sake, and because they belong to him : you 
may reasonably conclude that this is the work 
of the Spirit. No natural man ever does this. 
" Love is of God; and every one that loveth 
is born of God, and knoweth God/" " We 
know that we have passed from death unto 
life, because we love the brethren.'" — It is a 
good sign, when persons are religious in bad 
times, without self interest ov fanaticism. A 
fanatical spirit will make a man give all his 
goods to feed the poor, and his body to be 
burned ; and self interest will lead him to re- 
ligion, as well as to any thing else, if he has 
a hope of promoting it by that means. But 
where the mind steadily bears up against the 
tide of popular odium, where no advantage 
is expectea to be reaped in worldly interest, 
or religious reputation, it is a strong testimony 
that " this is the Lord's doing, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes." ' Nothing but the Spirit 
of Christ can so change the natural bias of 
our hearts, as to thake us leave all for Christ's 
sake and the Gospels. 

11. Another happy sign is this: if "wt pre- 
fer the pleasures of religion to the joys of the 
worlds when we have our choice. 

It is easy to give up worldly joys, when 

» i John iv. 7. » Ch. iii. 14. 3 pg. cxviii. 23. 
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from difiguisfe or sickness we cannot relish them; 
and easy to think that we relinquish them of 
choice^ when we cannot obtain them. But to 
do as Moses did ; to chuse " rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God," (and share 
their bliss) '* than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin,"' when both are within. our reach, proves 
the spirituality of our taste, and the Spirit's 
work in forming this disposition within us. 

III. If we rise more humble^ earnest ^ and 
perseveringly careful after afall^ or after the 

' loss of religious reputation from any cause, the 
sign is good. 

Hypocrites and self-deceivers generally de- 
cline in profession, or exchange their ac- 
quaintance or place of worship, under such 
circumstances. And it is true, we cannot al- 
ways judge in such cases. But a carnal mind, 
however zealous and active in religious pro- 
fession, can never rise higher in his motives 
than some self-righteous or worldly end ; and 
if these prospects vanish, his hopes and his 
religion vanish also. The conduct of Saul 
and David very much illustrates the different 
views and behaviour of the spiritual and 
carnal man, under such states as we have sup- 
posed. 

IV. Once more. It looks well when we can 
bear great trials or opposition^ with patience 
and submission. 

Irritation and insubordination are charac* 
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teristic of the world ; and we shall find here, 
at least, great cause for shame and " confu- 
sion of face."' Yet the peculiar ^^ fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace^ long suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance."* — I shall only mention one idea more, 
which is nearly allied to this ; namely, 

V. JVhen we can bear to have our faults 
reproved^ without offence or dissimulation. 

Hypocrites, almost invariably, either take 
disgust at faithful reproof, or with much un- 
natural seroility and voluntary humility prove 
their repentance to be insincere. But when 
the soul\ like David, frankly confesses ** I 
have sinned,"' and cries with him ^' create in 
me a clean heart, O God ; and renew a right 
spirit within me :"^ when it freely says, " Let 
the righteous smite me, it shall be an excellent 
oiL"^ — ^This shews a real spirit of genuine 
humility, and proves strongly, that the na- 
tural pride of the heart is subdued by the 
Spirit of God. 

I wouki willingly hope, that I have said 
enough on this subject, to enable the pious 
and sincere mind to discover real and ge- 
nuine marks of the grace of God. And I 
would wish the reader to observe, that, in the 
few things which are advanced, I have chosen 
as mudi as may be, to point out such marks 
only as are seldom found but where the Spirit 

* Dan. ix. 7. * Gal. v. 22, 23. 3 2 Sam. xii, 13. ♦Ps. li. 10. 
Ps. cxii. 5. 

f5 

Digitized by LnOOQ IC 



106 THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL GRACE. 

of God dwells. Few persotis, not made par- 
takers of a new and heavenly nature, are 
found to possess any of the above evidences 
of real religion : much less do they possess 
any considerable number of them. Where 
they are all manifested in a consistent way, 
that soul may take consolation, though 
through ill-founded expectation, he possibly 
may, id some other respects, feel dissatisfied. 
Let not my reader, however, here conclude, 
that I mean to set every person down as a 
hypocrite and self-deceiver, who shall feel 
himself defective in some of these particulars. 
Far be it from me to insinuate any such thing. 
We are very imperfect creatures at best ; and 
a steady consistent profession, under a honest 
heart, will be still evidence, scriptural evi- 
dence of a state of grace, though we may^ 
and indeed db, " in many things offend all." ' 
The Holy Spirit alone can prevent hypocrites, 
after all we can say, from taking the children's 
bread; and give the children confidence to 
claim the blessings which their heavenly 
Father has provided for them. Butwe should 
never forget that the Spirit bears " witness 
with our spirits," in communicating light to 
the understanding — holiness to the heart — 
satisfaction to the conscience — and refor- 
mation to the life. 

I shall now conclude with a few brief 
remarks. 

' James iii. 2. 



d by Google 



THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL GRACE. 107 

BEMA&KS. 

I. Hem dangerous not to have the Spirit^ 
and hate consolatory to be directed by him. 

Those who are not enlightened and sancti- 
fied by grace, are ever liable to be led astray, 
** and carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine.''* But should they fall into no very 
fatal doctrinal errors, they will infallibly err 
as to the true way and ** the true riches." 
They are ever subject to the power of delusion ; 
" the flesh" has dominion over them j and they 
are condemned to the everlasting torments of 
hell. *' He" (oh ! may you all think seriously 
of this,) " He that hath not the Spirit of 
Christ, is none of his."* Oh ! then tremble, 
ye that are proud — self-righteous — self-suffi- 
cient — profane or indifferent. Tremble at 
your temper of mind and conduct. You are 
doing *^ despite unto the Spirit of Grace," ' 
and God will cut you off. Oh! think of 
your state, if God should say, respecting 
you, *^ my Spirit shall not always strive with 
man." * Repent, oh repent of this awful con- * 
duct; and pray that your souls may receive 
the Spirit of God, and your bodies become 
" the temples of the Holy Gho8t." * 

But on the other hand, how satisfactory, 
how delightful to know that Christ dwelleth 
in our hearts by faith. This enjoyment of the 
Spirit, is '* the earnest of our inheritance, 

> £plu iv. 14. > Rom. Tiii. 9. 3 Heb. x. 29. 4 Gen. vu 3* 
5 1 Cor. Ti. 19, 

f6 

Digitized by LnOOQ IC 



lOS THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL GRACE. 

until the redemption of the purchased pos- 
session."* It is this which keeps tbe soul 
steadfast, as the anchor of hope; this " eu- 
tereth into that within the vail."* Oh! be- 
liever, happy art thou. How should you 
praise and adore the infinite and undeserved 
kindness of your heavenly Father ! How has 
he honored you, far above any earthly distinc- 
tion ! No glory beneath the sky is worthy to 
be compared with the honor of having 
*' Christ in you, the hope of glory.'*' Oh ! 
what can you render unto the Lord, in return 
for such a blessing? How holy ought you to 
be in all manner of conversation. How care- 
ful should you be not to ** grieve the Holy- 
Spirit of God, whereby you are sealed unto 
the day of redemption."' ''Sealed:' This, 
is God's mark in your forehead, or rather in 
your heart. Oh! Let all your tempers,. 
thoughts, words, and works prove that you 
do indeed feel your privilege; and your duty 
too, not to " defile the temple of God,, whose, 
temple ye are." ^ 

IL How cpwful ta charge or deride as enthu- 
siasm the genuine operations of the Holy 
Ghost. 

We have seen that the Scriptures fully con- 
firm the doctrine we have advanced. Tlie 
experience of real Christians corresponds with 
it. And we may add, that the collects and 

» Eph. i. 14. » Hcb. vi. t9, 3 Col, i. t7. ♦ Eph, iv, 30. 
»lCorJii. ir. 
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Liturgy of our Church are full of this doe- 
trine. We thus supplicate God : " cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of thy Holy Spirit" — grant that we, *' being 
filled with the Holy Ghost," *' may dally be 
renewed by the same Spirit,'* *^ that by thy 
holy inspiration, we may think those things 
that be good," *' have a right judgment in all 
things" — " that we may perfectly love thee; 
and worthily magnify thy holy name" — "and 
evermore rejoice in his holy comfort, through 
the merit of Christ Jesus our Saviour;,"" — ^ 
The Bible and Prayer Book speak the lan- 
guage of ojir hearts. They assert, that 
without this inspiration, we cannot *' please" 
God. That it is given for the purpose of 
renewing our souls — guiding, comforting, and 
bringing forth all good works in us. Shall 
we then — shall any dare to call himself a 
Christian, and yet ridicule, as fanaticism,, 
that which essentially distinguishes the 
Christian from the worldly man ? Of shall 
we profess to admire our Church, and yet 
ascribe to Satan the " holy inspiration'' she 
everywhere breathes.^ Oh! my dear reader,^ 
let you and I take especial care that, in all our 
professions, acknowledgipents, and prayers^ 
we do not "rfewy," when we^ leave the House 
of God, what we solemnly, professed to beg 
of God while there. A more awful character 
cannot easily be conceived. May that grace 

• Collects for Christmas Day, St. Stephen, 5th Sunday after Easter> 
Wbit Sunday, and Collect before the CommiiaioD* 
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of God, which such souls despise, by his holy 
and ^ansformiDg and enlightening influences, 
convince them by experience of what without 
such teaching they cannot learn. 

III. JVe should receive encouragement to 
pray for the Holy Spirit. 

The consideration of our wants, of our 
natural inability to do any thing spiritually 
good, and of our danger of eternal death 
without the Spirit's aid, should urge our ap- 
plication to God for it. The compassionate 
Saviour will listen to our cry : He has invited 
us in these words — ** Oh ! Every one that 
thirstcth, come ye to the waters/' And he en- 
courages our urgent petitions, and our reiter- 
ated requests, with the assurance that they 
will neither be thought troublesome, nor be 
disregarded. Should we be likely to refuse 
any thing which we knew to be good and 
necessary for our children, when their hearts 
longed, and their tongues earnestly petitioned 
for such blessings? Hear then our Lord's 
declaration : " How much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him." Christ spake " of the Spirit"" 
when he said to the woman of Samaria, " If 
thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is 
that saith to thee, *^ Give mc to drink, thou 
wouldest have asked of him^ and he would 
have given thee living water.'* Ob! then, I 
beseech you, ask; " ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be fiilK'* Have yoa 
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asked ? Ask again if you have not obtained. 
Repeat your prayer : cry mightily to God for 
his Holy Spirit ; take no denial, and you will 
receive all your mind. Ask in faith nothing 
wavering. If Satan tempt^f the world al- 
lure — if your own heart be ready to faint — 
still press your suit, and Christ will say to you 
as to the importunate widow ; " Oh woman 
(oh ! petitioner) great is thy faith, be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt." Amen. 
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2 Cor. ii. 11. 
Lest Satan should get an advantage of us, 

L HE Church of Jesus Christ is, and Avill 
be, in a militant state, so long as it remains 
in the present world. It has, however, the 
consolation of being under the sure protec- 
tion of his love, wisdom, and power. And 
there is not the least cause to fear, that the 
" gates of hell" should ultimately ** prevail 
against it," or against any spiritual indivi- 
dual. Yet there are numberless dangers to 
be apprehended, and much difficulty to be ex- 
pected both in persevering unto the end, and 
in keeping a conscience void of offence to- 
wards God and towards man. The certainty 
of victory to those who are engaged. in the 
Christian warfare, does not make fighting 
unnecessary; or wisdom, vigilance, and energy 
unimportant. If there is certainty at all, it 
is connected with the judicious exercise of 
those powers, means, and cautions which are 
necessary to our success. We are never in 
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greater danger than when we carelesly think 
ourselves secure. If the victory is sure, so is 
the contest; if the end is certain, so are the 
means. If the crown is held out as an en- 
couragement, it is to those, and those only, 
who '' strive lawfully." The neglect of these 
considerations ruins noillions in every situa- 
tion of life, and in every age of the worlds 
Our hearts bleed to see Satan thus leading into 
captivity our fellow creatures. His strong 
holds are deceit and delusion. Where he 
cannot entirely divert the soul from a thought- 
fulness about salvation, he will by all means 
teach it some false way. His two grand de- 
vices are to make one description of persons^ 
rest in the means, and another to neglect or 
abuse them. 

As watchmen of Israel, perhaps as weather* 
beaten watchmen who have stood the fight, 
and been wounded in the conflict, we warn 
you of the dangers which surround you ; we 
** watch for your souls, as they that must 
^ve account.'" And we are sure that you 
ought not only to excuse our anxiety, but to 
rejoice in our fidelity, were we to '*^ warn every 
one night and day with tears." This was 
St Paul's conduct; and we cannot imitate a 
better example. We pray you to regard it 
as absolutely necessary, '* kst Satan should 
get an advantage qfus^for we are not ignorant 
of his devices.'' 

Oh ! may the great head of the Church 

^ Heb. xiii. 17. 
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guide, our souls iato all peace, an:d "beat 
down Satan uttdei- our feet shortly."---We 
shall endeavour to keep the context of the 
Apostle in view, though we may extend our 
ideas a little, while we consider the two foU 
lowing propositions : — 1. When Satan gets an 
advantage of us ; and 2. How we aire to de* 
feat him. 

FIRST. — When Satan gains Advantage 
OF us. 

In the most complete and glorious victory 
it would be too^ much to say, that the enemy 
obtained no advantage over any division or 
individual of the army. Nor ought we to 
expect this in the victorious army of Christ^ 
It will doubtless triumph finally. But the 
danger lies here : the adversary has got his 
emissaries, botbgenerah and soldiers, mingled 
as traitors in our ranks. And what is m^orse 
than all, our own hearts have still a hanker* 
ing, treacherous bias within thenv towards 
the enemy's country, our old master and bis 
services : so that when our traiterous comrades 
go over to the adversary, as they all will in 
their time, though they tarry teng with us, it 
will be well if tbey do not carrji a part of our 
flesh with them. A ** right band," or a "right 
eye," may be linked in with them^ and, to 
save the bodi/, we must part with tkem. — 
£var since Satan rebelled, and was cast, out of 
heaven, he has waged unceasing war with 
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Jesus Christ. But as he can do nothing di- 
rectly against his glorious person, he aims to 
mar the. work of his grace. " He was a mur- 
do^er from the beginning." Having suc- 
ceeded against our first parents, he became 
the King and " God of this world.'' He 
considers the kingdom of Christ, therefore, 
as an invasion of his dominions, and as an in- 
fringement of his rights, which he can never 
endure^ without malicious and constant at- 
tempts to destroy or harass it. And God 
knows, that in numberless instances he too 
fatally succeeds. He obtains advantage 

I. fVhen he spreads Error by false Teachers. 

The Devil has his baits and. temptations^ 
and false doctrines, to suit all times and places^ 
Among the Heathens, he propagates notions 
of idolatry. With Mahometans, a mixture 
of H^thenism, Judaism, and Christianity. 
And among the ignorant professors of Chris- 
tianity, a modified idolatry of saints and 
relicks. But where a purer mode of the 
Gospel of Christ is established, in order to 
succeed among such professors, he will more 
nearly tranrfbrm himself ** into an Atfgel of 
Lights" and his Ministers into "Ministers of 
righteousness.'* Where Socinian and Arian 
corruptioiis of Christianity cannot be endured, 
he will there approach to true religion, in 
many obvious and important particulars; only 
leaving out that which essentially assimulates 
the soul to Jesus Christ. 
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With some he will enforce almost all t^e 
doctriues which are according to godliness. 
But then, lest they should have their full and 
due effect, they are to be softened down; 
seldom insisted upon; explained away; or 
robbed of their vitality. Christ may perhaps 
be preached in his deity and atonement, but 
then we must, in part at least, make ourselves 
worthy of his acceptation. We may be told 
that we are to be justified by the merits of 
Christ, but then we must do good works as a 
condition. The Holy Spirit's influences may 
be taught and prayed for ; but, probably, we 
shall be deprived of any sensible satisfaction 
or knowledge of his saving operations, by 
indiscriminate warnings against enthusiasm. 
Perhaps good works may be explained and 
urged; but their vital influence, faith in 
Christ, nfKiy be seldom referred to. Or their 
essential and necessary connexion with, and 
origin from, faith, may not be clearly and for- 
cibly explained. And even with some, good 
works, after all, may be only so far made ne- 
cessary, as to leave untouched, or lightly 
dealt with, the fashionable foibles or gay 
amusements of the age; And an unscrip*- 
tural conformity to *^ this present evil world'* 
ii[)ay even be palliated or excused. 

On, the *tner hand may be found dangers, 
of ^ opposite description, indeed, but lead- 
ing precisely to the same results as the 
forn^r; namely, to self admiration, and to 
the neglect of the vital and soul transforming 
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grace of the Gospel of Christ. Teachers 
in this department, perceiving the errors of 
the former class^ to avoid them drive into the 
<:ontrary extreme. But it does not at all de- 
part from the design of the wicked one, pro* 
vjde<l the truth is but kept out of sight, er 
fiufliciently mixed up with error, to have its 
beauty disguisedor obscured. He will there^ 
fore induce a. strain of instruction, of another 
{description, quite beside the line marked out 
in divine truth, (not probably so much anti- 
scriptural, he is too subtle for that,) as par- 
tially, and figuratively scriptural. True doc* 
trines >may be taught, pushed up into a vein 
of unscriptural inference or deduction. Doc- 
trines of a very profound nature, really taught, 
it may be, in the Bible, shall be, made to have 
a very unscriptural effect, by being taken out 
of their place — preached to all descriptions of 
iearers, without discrimination of such only 
as ought to take refuge in them, or consola- 
tion from them — and delivered, perhaps, as 
the sole, or almost sole instruction of the 
ward of God. 

So difficult is it to divide rightly the wi)rd 
of truth, and tp give to every one his portion 
<rf ipeat in due season, without being iu 
danger of casting ** our pearls before swine, or 
giving that which is holy unto dogs." We are 
th^refQfC very anxious, and watch over you 
with godly jealousy; and *' fear, lest, by any 
q]ieans, as the serpent beguiled Eve, through 
his subtilty, so your minds should be cord- 
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rupted from the simplicity that is in Christ'*' 
If, instead of being guarded arain&t any false 
admixtures, or adulterations or the pure Gos- 
pel, the heaiers " will not endure sound doc^ 
trine ; but after their own lusts shall heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears ; and 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, ofitd 
shali he turned unto fables t" ^ Then the caseis 
awfully bad indeed ; Satan has got a grievous 
advantage over them. There is a " deceitful 
work" here: we beseech you to beware of 
*^ false prophets." '^ They prophesy unto you 
a false vision and divination, and a thing of 
nought, and the deceit of their heart ;'^* 
** They trouble you, and would pervert the 
gospel of Christ." Let us take great care, 
lest, having come in " privily to spy out our 
liberty," they ^^ bring us into bondage." 

11. Satan gets advantage when any etils arise 
in the Church, which are either neglected, or 
improperly treated. 

It was this consideration which particularly 
excited the Apostle to the caution in our text, 
A Corinthian had married his father^s wife. 
This watchful guardian of the Church had 
directed that the offender should be removed 
from the communion of the saints. After his 
giving proof, however, of sincere repentance, 
and abnorrence of so unnatural an alliance^ 
St. Paul as anxiously uuged the Church to 
C(^rm their love towards him, and to receive 

■ t Cor. xi. 5. * t Tim, it. 5, 4. ^ Jcr. xir; 14. 
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Mm agam, as a returning brother, into their 
communioa and fellowship : holding the mis- 
chief of too rigid an exclusion of a back* 
«kler, after reformation, to be as likely to 
promote the designs of Satan, as their negli* 
gence or too great indifference towards his 
offenee. From all which, we may nuke the 
folio wiug observations respecting Satan's ad* 
vantage over professors of religion. — This he 
obtains 

1. When he induces pry fessors to unworthy 
i^ondioct. — rNothing but sin can injure tlic 
60ul ; and nothing but sin can give advantage 
to the designs of our great adversary the 
Devil, who, as a "roaring lion, walketh about 
seeking whom he may devour." * This is the 
way that this " spirit," " the prince of the 
power of the air," now *^ workcth in the 
children of disobedience."* It was thus that 
Balaam succeeded m gaining influence to the 
Midianites against Israel of old. And thus 
the Devil made inroads in the Church at 
Corinth. This makes the hands to hang 
down, and enfeebles the knees. The brethren 
are grieved and ashamed ; the Minister weeps 
and is discouraged; the world sneers, and the 
wicked one triumphs. Thus the righteous 
tremble, lest that awful truth be fulfilled in 
any of their professing connections." He 
that committeth sin, is of the Devil : for the 
Devil sinneth from the beginning." ' 
. .2> fFAen the Church grows remiss in t«- 
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imking. — The loss of discipline makes this 
omission so common in our day, as to render 
reproof nearly a nullity in the Church. And 
the ready admission of the seceding members 
of one -society, into the arms or another, 
gives Satan great advantage. And the mis- 
chief of. rival interests, where different com- 
munions are eager for proselyting, as it re- 
spects morals and purity of character, is not 
to be calculated. From this circumstance, 
and other motives of self-interest, or carnal 
policy, how many precious souls are suffered 
to fall asleep in the arms of the world ; and 
too many, it is to be feared, in the arms of 
the Devil. Not so St. Paul. . He directs, in 
the spirit of love indeed, but mixed v^rith holy 
indignation, " Put' away from among your- 
selves that wicked person."' "Tliou shalt 
not suffer sin upon tby brother." * " Let the 
righteous smite me, it shall be a kindness.'^ 

9. When an undue 8e*oerity is exercised in 
reproof.^— To administer rebuke with a due 
mixture of fidelity, firmness, and delicacy; so 
as to wound the neart with a sense of its sin, 
and not to gall the feelings with too over- 
whelming a sense. of personal dishonor, forms 
one of the most difficult, as well as most pain- 
ful pkrts of the Minister's or the Church's 
duty. Nathan succeeded wisely with David, 
and Paul with, this Corinthian. In his faithr 
ful reproof, he never mentioned his name; 
Aud in his restoration to the Church, he never 

} X Cor. V. 13. * Lev. xix. IT, 
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' alludes to his sin. The censure was effectual : 
sin was discountenanced ; the backslider re- 
covered; and the church edified. But where 
harshness, unfeeling, and unnecessary se- 
verity are used; the natural (though' unjusti- 
fiable) pride of the heart rises rather into 
feelings of resentment against the reprover, 
than of abhorrence and loathing of itself for 
sin. The true penitent moreover is dis- 
couraged, sinks in sorrow, and pines away in 
secret ;— seeking and enquiring candidates 
for spiritual sociality will be deterred from 
joining the Church ; — the liberty of the gos- 
pel of Christ will be obscured, in " making 
the heart of the righteous sad" unduly, either 
in degree or continuance; — ^and despondency 
engendered in the heart of the timid and 
doubting Christian. Satan will delight to 
afflict and grieve where he cannot destroy. 
This is wise advice, and good to follow : *' In 
meekness instructing those that oppose them- 
selves" — " that they may recover themselves 
out of the snare of the Devil, who are taken 
captive by him at his will." ' 

4. When he hardens the heart against re* 
peniance. This is the final triumph of the 
prince of darkness. I do not say that he will 
thus succeed against any of the true children 
of God ; but he would do so, were they not 
kept, or restored by divine grace ; and means 
are necessary to that end. In such characters 
as Herod, Saul, Pharoah, and Cain; how 
12r11u.ii.s6. 
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dreadful was the effect of reproof to then) ? 
They hardened their hearts, and sinned yet 
more against the Lord, It is true, they never 
were cbaractecs of any hopeful expectation. 
But soine others^ probably, had been so, to 
whom the Lord says, ** why shOuJd ye be 
stricken any more, ye will reyolt more and 
more." ' How awful such a state ! 

5. When he takes away co^^dence among 
Christians. Tliere is indeed, in son^e persons, 
a ready sort of credulity, which commit it* 
self incautiously to very improper characters. 
The use made of this too easily afforded con- 
fidence, will probably be injurious to the 
Church of God. But where, on the otlier 
hand, a too great shyness i$ generated ; the 
Devil will never fail to rejoice in this. By 
wise and judicious communication of mutual 
sentiments, trials, fears* and failings, many 
blessed effects would follow. The igfiorant 
would receive instruction, caution, and di- 
rection ;— the weak would be strengthened ;— 
the doubting confirmed ; — the presumptuous 
checked; — and the whole edified. " They 
(in old time) that, feared th«h Lord, spake 
often one to another ; and the Lord h^rken^ 
ed, and heard, and a book of rememhraace 
was written before him for them that feared 
the Lord, and that thought upon his nama: 
and they shall be mine, saith the Lord q/S 
Hosts, in that day when I make up my 
jewels.'^* 
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SECONDLY. — How we are to defeat 

triE designs of SATAN. 

I would speak upon this part of our sub- 
ject in a practical and plain manner; for the 
whole consideration is a tnatter of setf'dt- 
Jmce.iTht preacher and the hearer, the 
.wiiter and the reader, are equally concerned. 
In some particulars, indeed, the Minister, 
and in others, the people bear a more promi- 
nent place; but in this of keeping ourselves 
pure-*-preserving our s{>iritual liberty — ^nd 
having a "conscience void of offence towards 
God and towards man,'' every individual, 
who has a soul to save alive, is equally inter- 
ested. For we all have to " wr^tle, not 
against flesh and bloody but againat principa- 
lities, against powers, against the Rulers of 
the. ckrkness of this, world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. " ' In this warfare, 
therefore, in order to be successful, we must 
possess , 

' 1^7/. - * - 

iUmkilfulne^ in a General has many a 
tiaMS ruined an army. And the same denect 
itt many: arsoldier has oost him his life. 

li We muift. endeavour to make ourselves 
acquamtedwith the de^ns ^ the Deoik agaimt 
ns. It was knowledge of this point which 
enabled and prompted St Paul to give the 
advice contained in our. text: " Lest Satan 



* £ph. Vi. 12. 

g2 



d by Google 



1 24 . SATAN VANQUISHED. 

get an advantage of u&^ for ze>€ are npf ig^ 
norantqfhis devices.'' — The wickied one, like 
warring commanders, has many arts. He 
will rfwg'wwe his designs. He 1ms hh feigned 
and his true attacks. And not unfrequently, 
perhaps, we shall find.hira raising a mighty 
bustle in our imagination and feelings, to- 
wards objects where he expects and aims^at 
no effect ; while he is thus drawing off ^our 
attention fix)m tlie real snare which is entang- 
ling Qur unwary soub in silence and secrecy. 

2. To know these artifiaes^ wemmtstiuh/ 
our cmm hearts. Here is the fountain of all 
^the mischief. Our Saviour could say. ** the 
Prince of this world cometh, and hath no- 
thing in 7w^.'" But he has naturally, coery 
thing in w. And too much in us, though 
we be renewed. He found enough ii\ David, 
Hezekiah, and Peter, to enable him to get 
, " advantage'' over them. This however taught 
Jhem mhoi was in their hearts ; -he was de- 
feated by this experience in future, and it is 
recorded for *' our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world are come.^ The 
knowledge of ounown hearts is essential to 
our security. " He thatkeepeth his moiMic, 
keepeth his life."^ Which may truly be said 
gf kef ping the Ae^r^: and the heart above all 
things mwt be k^pt, '' for ont of it w^ the 
.issues of life." 

3* Acquaintance with the word of\ God^^ In 
Jkis gia^s we should study ourselves.. Here 

•Johnxiv.SO. , *lCor.x.ll, sprov.ziii. 3. 
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we have directions, warnings, promises, and 
support. From this fountain of wisdom we 
shall acquire skill against seduction from false 
doctrines We shall " be no more children 
tossed to and' fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by tlie sleight of men, 
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive." ' From this Book, we warn 
you, ** Lest any man should beguile you with 
enticing words,'' '' which may suit the unre- 
newed and fleshly part of your affections : 
ami from this source^ we exhort you to " be- 
ware, lest any man spoil you through philo- 
sophy and vain deceit."^ — From this record 
too, you will see how warriors in old times 
conquered this great adversary : how Joseph^ 
in extreme temptatiop, kept himself puf e : 
and how gospel youth has succeeded likewise: 
** I ham written unto youj young men^ because 
ye are strongs and the zvord of God abideth in 
yoUj and ye have overcome the wicked one.'' ♦ 

JIJ' Courage. 

^iThis Devil is not only cunning and artful, 
•'But monstrous and terrific. He can appear 
'kSPn fawning serpent, or as a " roaring lion." 
He fought with Michael, the Arch-angel; 
well may he be dreadful to us^ when be 
tedmeth ** seeking whom he may devour."— 
Courage, then, my fellow soldiers, is needed 
here : This will succeed. ** Resist the Devil, 
and he will flee from you," ^ " Get thee hence^ 

>£ph.iT.14. *Col.ii.4. ^Ver.B. ♦lJohnii.14. JJamesiY.r. 
63 
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Sat^n^ is language which, in our HKHith, will 
effect wonders. This " sword of the Spirit," 
manfully used, will foil Satan's efforts, and 
bring u&" off more than conquerors."* But 
we must not faints or give up the confiict; 
cowardice is this adversary's main advantage. 
We i»ust even resist " untb blood, striving 
ag9.inst sin."* "Be of good oourage, and 
he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that 
hopean the I^ord."' 

III. Vigilance and Temperance. 

These are necessary qualities in soldiers who 
are always on the field of battle. The Apos- 
tle, when he warns us that our adversary the 
Devil is going about sdeking whom he may 
devour, exhorts us thusf : *^ Be sober, be vi- 
gilant*" Ut that **striveth for the mastery, 
28 temperate in all things."^ Who can run 
in a race that " loads himself with thick clay ?** 
Or who 4s fit for the cainpaign that is nursed 
up in self-indulgence and carnal ease ? We 
shall become an easy prey to the Devil, if we 
are carele^ or voluptuous. ** Who hiith 
woe— who hath wounds without cause ?" but 
they that " tarry long at the wine.** ^ And 
Christians ought not to be found in scenes of 
this description : y^t hffere is the necessity for 
a temperate, subdued will ; lest in this, or in 
ioy other way, we should give Satan advan- 

» Rom Tin. 37. *Heb.xii.4. ^Vu.xxid.U. ♦iCor.ix. S4. 
SProv.wiiik 29,30. 
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tage by our making '^ provision for the flesh to 
ftilfil the lusts thereof/'* 

IV, Diligence and Perseverance. 

Satan always finds mischief for persons at 
leisure to receive him. But a mind folly oc- 
cupied with divine things, has no roofn, — no 
time to admit parley with the Prince of Dark- 
ness. A diligent u^ of the means of grace — 
constant and fervent- pray et — and above all, 
a close acquaintance witn, and reliance on 
Jesus Christ, as the Captain of our Salvation ; 
will both enable us to persevere in well doing, 
and to overthrow the machinations of the 
Devil against our souls. Christ must be our 
Tefiige* and strong tower; — his righteousness, 
grace, and salvation onr strength and stay, 
at all. times. Through faith in llim^ we shall 
be " mote than conquerors/' By spiritual 
union with him, we shall " put on the whole 
I armour of God, that we may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the Devil" — and to 
-^quench all the fiery darts of the wicked"* 
I one. 

ADMONITION. 

I. Tim should guard us against presumption. 

Some persons seem to treat Satan, and 
speak of him as only a being of the imagi- 
nation, and to consider it weakness to be 
;rfraid of him. And sin is likewise made a 

1 Rom. xiii. 14. * Eph. vi. 11, 16. 
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ligbt thing of, as if there, were no danger in 
it. But those who speak thus, not only prove 
that they are ignorant of his devices, bi^t of 
their awn. That they are but too firmly " tied 
and hound with the chain of their sins," and 
are in the ** gall of bitterness and in the bond 
of iniquity." Oh beware how you treat 
lightly the very things which are ever waiting 
to compaiss your ruin. Or do you presume, 
because of the riches of divine grace, arid 
the truth of the promises of Christ, that you 
shall either not sin, or not suffer from i[t?— r 
Oh ! awful delusion ! This is very like ** sin- 
ning," or despising sin, ** that grace may 
abound."' We tremble for a mind so per- 
verted ; and for the consequences which i^y 
naturally be expected. Something like these 
has probably been the commencement of the 
ruin of thousands of professors. Oh ! Tiear 
the divine admonition: /'Abstain from all 
appearance of evil,"* Siriy once thought 
lightly of, may soon cease to be dreaded — ' 
may become tolerable — may be rendered easy 
— may be familiar— may be pleasant— may be 
common — then habitual — then necessary — 
then tyrannical —and then, What? Why then, 
without repentance,— iVww^f be damnable!! 

II. JVe should guard agaimi despandencjfi 

When we sin, (unless the kindness of God 
bless means to humble the soul, and brin'g it 
back to Him,) shame will operate to bnng 

• Kom. Ti. 1. » 1 Thess. v. «2. 
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transgression upon the mind, and rivet the 
chains of our corruption. The face of former 
friends— ^the House of God — even sacred du- 
ties of religion will be attended with shame. 
Perhaps they are soon omitted ; then sin gains 
power ; it quickly encreases in strength, and 
becomes tyrannical: Satan now triumphs, 
and insults the soul; we are now ashamed of 
every thing but sin. But if there be any 
grace, this state cannot continue. Fear and 
trembling will seize the mind, and despon- 
dency will ensue. Now will be the awful 
struggle between sin and Satan, on the one 
hand, and conscious misery, and desert of 
hell, and remaining sparks of love to God, on 
the other. And the more clear the discern- 
ment of God's purity and the jgrievousness 
of the offence against him, the deeper the 
anguish of heart, and dread to approach 
him, or to ask forgiveness. Has your soul 
been, or is it now in a state like this? Oh ! 
it is awful indeed ! But one thing will make 
it worse; and that is to continue in it. Do 
not rush into despair. That's the Devil's last 
and grand triumph. There is yet mercy in 
God~there is grace in Christ. Oh return to 
this strong hold. Make no delay. Don't 
hesitate, as Lot did, at the gates of Sodom ; 
for fire and brimstone are coming down from 
heaven upon you. Oh escape for your life — 
the life of your soul, to Christ Jesus, and be 
assured he will not cast you out. Pray with 
Da^id, " create in me a clean heart, O God, 

g5 
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aod. nww a irigh* Spirit witbin mc" * " Take 
away all iai^uity, and receive us graciously^ 
so will we render tbc praise of oair lips."* 
Ob my fpllow sinner, I weep over you. I 
have oaAy to beg you, as St Paul did> tare- 
turn I Ob!, return! Only rdurnv and you 
eyett now a*e welcoine. Then, Oh! bow 
will thjB Church rejoice — yea» angels will re- 
j(Hce over yow, and heaven ring with praise 
to God, on your behalf; and only Satan will 
meet with everlasting disappointment. — And 
UQW I " commend yoiv to God,, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you 
up, 9nd to gjive you an: imberitance among iiU 
tb*jm which are sanctified."^ May he "make 
you perfect iui every good work to do his will, 
workiog if^ yow that which is well pleasing in 
J^s sight, through Jesus. Christ : To whom be 
glory for ever and ever/' ^ Amen. 

* Fs. li. 10. ^ Hos. ziv. t* 3 Acto xs. 5t, 4Heb. x&U; 21, 
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tHE NATURE AND EFFICACY OF DIVINE 
FAITH. 



Acts xv. 9, 
Pviyymg their hearts by FbiUk. 

Jlj VERY religion has certain peculiarities in 
doctrine or practice, which distinguish it from 
all others. But the religion of the Bible dif- 
fers from every false one, in two grand cha- 
racteristics ; the sublimity of its doctrines, 
and the peculiarity of their effect. No in- 
vei^tion of man can possibly make known 
either objects of worship, or means of salva- 
tion, which are not within the view and com- 
prehension of man. But the Scriptures re- 
veal objects of religious adoration ; such as 
" eye hath not seen, nor ear heard." ^ Other 
religious codes may be believed and adopted, 
by persons,* however disposed; and their dis- 
position and conduct may remain as they 
were, notwithstanding such reception. But 
the dQctrines of Christianity cannot possibly 
be believed by a wicked heart; nor can the 
adoption of our Saviour's religion exist with- 

'^iCor. ii. 9. 
6 S 
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out a thorough change in the behaviour of 
every one who receives it. A divine influ- 
ence upon the raind, is necessary to enable 
any person to receive the truths .of the gos- 
pel, in the love of them ; and when they are 
thus received, they carry tneir own evidence 
and efficacy with them, by transforming the 
believer into their om'u holy likeness. 

The truth of this representation obtains a 
satisfactory confirmation from the passage 
out of which our text is taken. The context 
shews, that '* both Jews and Gentiles" were 
** all under sin :" and that by the faith of Christ 
alone they were delivered from its power and 
guilt. In answer to the objection of certain 
Jews, that the Gentiles ought not to be ad* 
mitted into the church without being circuni- 
cised, and submitting to the law of Moses; 
St. Peter stated, that this was not necessary; 
for God had already accepted and sanctified 
them by faith in Christ, without their being 
circumcised. *' Ye know how that a good 
while ago, God made choice among us, that 
the Gentiles by mv mouth should hear the 
word of the Gospel, and believe. And God, 
which knoweth the hearts^ bare them witness, 
giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did 
unto us ; and put no difference between wan4 
them^ purifying their hearts by faith.'' ^ 

May the graces of the Holy Spirit be pour-' 
ed down upon us, while we consider the fol- 

•ActixF. 7— 9. 
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lowing propositions : — 1. The nature of Faith; 
— 2. The efficacy of faith; and 3. The ground 
of that efficacy, 

FIRST.— The Nature ot Divine Faith. 

I call faith divine, because of its nature^ 
which is holy — because of its AutheVj who 
is God — and because of its object, which is 
divine truth. 

We naturally mistake the nature of faiths 
as we do every other grace of the Spirit of 
God ; and fondly persuade ourselves that we 
are true believers, while piobably we know 
not either what faith is, or what it naturally 
produces. Faith is commonly defined to be 
the belief of any thing upon the testimony of 
another; and divine faith, to be the belief of 
the truth, upon the testimony of God. This 
is indeed true: but there is a belief of divine 
truth, which does not purify the heart : such 
as .Simon Magus had, and such as Devils 
have. They believe that Christianity is the 
only tri^e religion, and tremble lest they 
should be more miserable on account of it. 
But^.would wish my reader to possess a dif- 
ferent feith to this, and one which will give 
hiai satisfaction, and others also. By such 
beings as thescy the whole truth (and that 
Mrhich is essential to divine faith) is not 
believed. 

The Scriptures not only reveal olfj^cts, or 
abstraiU truths to our minds; but they unfold^ 
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thb ^dcions excdlenlGy and holy nature of 
those objfettsfy and of those truths. They 
teach us, for instance, that there n a sweet- 
ness of beauti/y and loveliness of character in 
the gloiuoos- God, and in bis Son Jesus Christ : 
In the purity of his law — the " beauty of 
holiiWfSs^'— and- the pbss^sion of htoKness in 
heai't awd life. But of these essentSai truths, 
neirtier Sateii^ not unregenerate men^ have 
the least conception, and consequently not 
the \e^%l fttUh respecting them. But it is be- 
lief, here^ which constitutes the real believer 
of the word of God. Faith is a hdly disposi^ 
tion of mind, wrought in the heart by the Spirit 
of God. In this disposition, there is a dis^ 
cernment, approbation, and love of divine 
truth. The ** glory of God" is seen " id the 
fece of Jesus Christ :" " and this glory en- 
gages the soul, and seiiesf the affections of 
the person beholding it It is: distinguished 
from false notions of faith, by having its seat 
rather in the heart, than in the understanding 
of the believer. And it diflS&rs from ^fana'^ 
tical claim to faith existing in a warm exercise 
of the affections merely^^ because it is of the 
very essence of true faith, to imbibe, as it 
were, the glories of religious truth, so as to 
be" transformed," and cast into the mould of 
the gospel, rather thkn to feel simply yrvLvm 
Amotions, from ^ persuasion of our personal 
interest. Not but that a gracious and/holyt 
flow of heavenly gratitude and love, will 
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naturally follow a sense of our interesti in the 
divine favoun But a false fervor may, and 
jfrequently does arise, as in the stony ground 
hearers, from interested motives in thejinst 
instance ; where no divine brauity of holiness, 
or soul renewing effects are experienced. 

It is of vast importance (and I wish to 
press the thought upon both our hearers and 
readers) to distinguish clearly between two 
extremes, equally distant from the truth as it 
is in Jesus ; the oiie, a barren formal belief of 
general facts, which produces no better effect 
than self-righteous adoration: the other, a^ 
presumptuous self-confident belief of certain 
doctrines, accompanied perhaps with strong 
assurance of personal salvation ; but still no 
way connected with that beautiftil and holy 
display of religious excellence, exhibited in 
the doctrines of the gospel, which humble 
and renew the mind — ^Whatever then the 
soul believes, with a faslh of this description, 
however vaiying in form or effect, is not the 

Jirith of the G^gpeL Thai faith always en- 
gages the heart; "for with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness." * It is called 
by the Apostle, " the gift of God;''' " the 

faith of God's elect;' ' " precious fakh;' ^ and 
*' our most holy faith;' ^ 

As there is but one hir^faith, so it differs 
from every thii^ of a* spurious kind, by its 
being attended with very diffsrent views and 
workings of heart, respecting both our dan*' 

.x.ll», «^>]i«tl8. ^JUMU ^ilPet.1.1. 'Jttdexx. 
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ger and remedy. Under the operation of true 
faith, the soul is really sensible that 

K Something is needed. A false faith has 
no eyes to see sin ; its odious nature, polluting 
effects, or destructive tendency; or it sees 
them with comparative indifference. But true 
faith discovers the genuine state of the soul, 
and produces corresponding abhorrence and 
affliction. " Behold, I am vile ; what shall I 
answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my 
mouth."' "I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes."* Ezekiel's language is now 
found true; "and they shall loathe themselves 
for the evils which they have committed in 
all their abominations." 

2. It zvill work in the mind desires if relief 
Dec^i/ desires happiness^ or seeks dehverance 
from pain and trouble with great sincerity ; 
even Devils may do this, as they did when 
they said, " we beseech thee, torment us 
not."* Yet ««, as such, is vfEVEK fed from 
by the carnal mind : it is " sweet in his mouth ;" 
be will " hide it under his tongue," and ^* for- 
sake it notj'' though it is ** the gall of Asps 
within him.'' ^ 

But faith, on the other hand, desires deli--, 
ver^nce from this evil, above all others. It 
is the chief, or rather the ouly mischief— the 
only real enemy which can injure the soul. It 
is true, there is frequently a great deal o^ 
carnal and selfish working in the mind, at> 
first ; and earnest desires of happiness ought to 

'Jobxl.4. »Cb«xlu.a. }£ie]cbTi.9. ^Lake.fiU; tS. ' Job xx. 1^14. 
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have place in our hearts : ^' What must I da 
to be saved;"' may be the genuine cry of a 
child of God. But " only so far as the mind 
desires deliveranceyrow sin and enjoyment of 
holiness m Christ, can we distinguish our faith 
from such deceitful, yet promising appear- 
ances, as the young man discovered when he 
said, *' Good Master^ what shall 1 do that I 
may inherit eternal life.''^ 

3. It expects J and comes to the Saviour for 
the purpose of obtaining his blessing. There 
are three false views of faith not uncommon 
among us, which I earnestly wish to guard 
your immortal souls against. The one is the 
considering it as a pharisaical kind of national 
religion, which supposes that all is done for 
u^ in baptism, and by a decent education ; 
and that nothing more than outward decorum^ 
and general respect for religion, ought to- be 
expected, or can be experienced. The second 
(which, though under different views, • is 
much the same as the former, with respect, to 
the inefficacy of faith as a sanctifying principle 
in the soul,) is this; that every thing is so 
performed for the Church of God in Christ 
JesuSj that it would be legal and derogatory 
to the perfect work of Christ, to expect a real 
and sanctifying change of heart by faith in 
him. The third is a wild unauthorised notion, 
of an influence nearly miraculous, as if some- 
thing like a vision, revelation, and instan- 
taneous delivei*ance from all feeling's' of sin, 

•Actixvl 30. » Mark X. 17. 
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were to be sought for and expected.— -It is the 
very nature of unbelief to expect nothings o$ 
to expect too much. Some will say^ with dis* 
dain^ as the children of Belial did bf Saul, 
" how shall this man save us ?" ' And there- 
fore they expect nothings and seek nothing 
from the Saviour. Thus they give cause for 
this C(Mnplaint: "Ye will not come to me> 
that ye might have life."* False faith never 
comer to Christ as to an aU*8ufficient and only 
Saviour;, but only for extern^ privileges^ or 
self-exalting distinctions, or partial assistance 
in the work of salvation. 

But faithy .on the other hapd, has nothing 
of its own. It feels only loathsomeness and 
misery to recommend it. ' It ^^ comes'' to 
Christ for life and godliness ; it presses after 
htm, if he, for a time, seem to disregard ; and 
like the woman mentioned in the gospel, it 
urges its pursuit, expecting to obtain Ins bl^« 
sing. It is the very essence of faith to say, 
** If I may bat towrh" the hem of " his. gar- 
ment, I shall be whole."* Thus faith €^* 
preaches Christ, receives hi^ wordy and receives 
kimy as a full and all-sufficient Saviour. W)tb 
many a beart*rendiog fear perhaps, and after 
many aixd severe conflicts with unbelief, the 
soul consents, to trust Chiist, and wiiKngiy 
briaevcsy that " This is the work of God, 
that ye bciieve on him whom he hath sent :''^ 
'^ He. that cometh to me shall nev^ hunger; 
and be that belieoeth <m me sfaaU never thirst. " ^ 

• 1 Sam. X. «r. a JoBa v* 40. 3 Matt. H, it. 4 Johnri. «9. 5 Ver. 35. 
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The believer how finds, tbat unless the soul 
receive Chrisi^ his faith is no better than nti* 
belief. *^ To as many as received hiro, to them 
gave he power to become the Sons of God, 
even to them that belieoe on his name." '-^ 
This subject will receive further illustration, 
whrle we consider 

SECONDLY.— The Efficacy of Faith. 

' Faith, in the New Testament, seems to be 
made almost every thing in religion. It is 
spoken of as tlie Itfe of the soul. ** The Just 
snail live by faith."* St. Paul asserts this in 
bis own experience: ** The life which I now 
' live in the flesh I live by thej^iVA of the son 
of' God." ^ He informs us, moreover, that 
this is the general state of the paints of God^ 
They *« stand by faith" ^—" walk by faith,"' 
as wdt as ** live by faith." — They overcome 
the world by faith; — ** This is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith." * 
And Satan's temptations, arts, and machina^ 
tions are vanquished by faith. When this ad- 
versary attempts to subvert, or pbisoii their 
principles, to destroy tlieir hope, or weaken 
theit stability ; the certain remedy is this : — 
•• Whom resis^ steadfast in the faith:"' This 
lioiy principle Is necessary to every privilege, 
and 10 every enjoyment. We are ** justified 
by faith." *— Have '* access to God by faith'' ^ 

.» Ch. 1. 1 J. * Gal. iii. 1 1 .— Heb. x. 38. , 3 GaT. ii. 20. ♦ 2 Cor. i. 24- 
^2 Cor. T. 7. <lJohi^y.4. 7iPct,v«9. 9Roin,iii.28. ^£ph.iii.l2- 
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Are made " children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus." * And by faith in Christ we 
are made heirs of heaven. — These privileges, 
however, are not so much the direct and im-^ 
mediate subject of our text, as the " holy and 
purifying efficacy of faith. '^ Purifying their 
hearts by faith." There are but three great ad- 
versaries in the way of holiness — the world — 
the Devi/— and our own hearts ;^n^wc per- 
ceive that faith is the grand instrument of their 
being overcome. Wherever faith is, there 
will be purity of heart and conduct. 

I. Purity of Heart. 

When we style Faith i/^e^ a A(w^ disposition, 
we do not, of course, mean to say, that it is 
any way concerned in the frst communication 
of purity to •the mind, as it cannot operate 
before it exists : but we consider that holiness 
of heart, when once implanted in the iDul, is 
nourished and made to grow, sand bring forth 
fruit, by means of faith. " If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature." Old thingk 
are passed away; behold, all things are be^ 
come new."* That is, ** If- any man be in 
Christ by faith,'' these effects follow, but not 
when his faith is feigned. In regeneration, 
the law of God is written upon the heart. 
The pure word of Crod is received hy f^^ith^ 
The believer " delights in the Laxv o£ God 
after the inward man.'^^ The unbeliever 
cleaveth to the law, as a covenant of lif(^ 

» Gal. lii. 90. » « Cor. v. 17. 3 ^on. tit. ft. 
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and it thus becomes " death" unto him ; but 
the betieder approves of God's Law, as ** holy, 
just, and good." ' He contemplates its holi- 
ness and its sanctions, by faith in the Re- 
deemer; and thus "The Law of the Spirit 
of Life in Christ Jesus, makes him free from 
the law of sin and death;"* 
- " Faith works by love," in turning all the 
faculties of the soul into a new channel : Love 
to God and Jesus Christ, as the author of all 
saivatioii, and the giver of every good and 
perfect gift. And love to mankind in ge- 
neral, but especially to the saints of God — 
as bearing his image — being the purchase of 
hh blobd^-bretbren in Christ, and heirs with 
them of the same glory. '* Blessed are the 
pure in hearty for they shall see God. "^ . 

n. Holy conversation. 

Purity of heart will necessarily lead to a 
holy behaviour. A holy faith will produce, 
as its natural effect, holy practice. You no 
longer see the man, who is become a believer, 
«ittiBg in the scornef s chair, or drinking with 
jfehe drunken, or committing lewdness with 
the unchaste. "Old things are passed away; 
Jiehold,'all things are become new."* 

1. He is now sober and temperate in his 
<)Wn personal indulgences ; and as his habits, 
ho his companions are changed. 
'* &'^He is loving, kind^ and tender in do- 
mestic life. He does not spend on bi^ own 

• Ron. Ttt. 19k * Ch. viii. «. ' Matt. v. 8* ♦ 2 Cor. t. 17. 
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personal gratification, what his family ought 
to enjoy. Nor does he go abroad to indulge 
his own vanity, and then come home.aud 
make his family miserable, by his pettishnosin 
ill tempers, or tyrannical behaviour. -^-i 

3. He is just and honest in his civil capar 
city. He gives to all theirdue; and renders 
obedience to those to whom God, has com- 
manded him to yield it, " whether it be to 
the king, as supreme ; or unto governors, as 
unto.them that are sent by him for the punishr 
ment of evil doers, and for the praise of, th&Ok 
that do well."' And with respect to the 
worship of God, whether in his closet, in his 
family, or in the bouse of God, he is humble, 
earnest, regular, and devout. He exemplifies 
St. Paul's description of the Christian graces. 
" The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace^ 
long suffering, gentleness, goodness, fiiitii, 
meekness, temperance ; against such there is 
BO law. And uiey that are Christ's, have cru- 
cified the flesh widi the afiections and lusts."*' 
We dwell the less on this h^^d, as the subject 
will be further illustrated under the next 
particular. 

THIRDLY,— The Grounds of this Ef^ 

FICACT. 

The reader will not fail to notice, that 
Faith, of itselff is not endued with power to 
accomplish theiv wonderful works, and many 

■ 1 Pet. ii. 19, 14. >Q«1. y. U/H. 
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more which are taken notice of in the Scrip- 
tare; but it is a necessary medium by which 
the blessings of grace are conveyed to the 
i9iiod. It is that which the Almighty has 
chosen, as safe to us, and honorable to his 
own grace and power. Without this grace 
we are destitute of every principle^ motive, 
or impulse, which can actuate a rational being 
in the way of righteousness, or induce the 
mind td forsake sin, and live to God. Through 
faith we are furnished both with strength and 
motives. 

I. Faith ejchibits the most powerful motives. 

1. It is by believing, that the excellent 
wisdom contained in the word of God^ which 
teaches the knowledge of salvation to our be- 
nighted minds, is made known. By means of 
this glass, looked into by faith, we " see the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of G(xi 
in the face of Jesus Christ." It is " the holy 
Scriptures which are able to make us wise unto 
salvation, through faith, which is in Christ 
Jesus."' Without their enlightening rays, 
we '' walk in darkness, not knowing whither 
we gO| because that darkness hath blinded 
our eyes.'' * 

^. Faith shews us the reasonableness as well 
as the extent of our duty. — Unbelief never ap- 
proved t\^e declarations of divine truth, that 
Qpd requires us to " Love him with all our 
be»Kti; ^dwith all our soul, and with. all our 

1 1 TiU iii. 15. ^4 John U. 11. 
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mind, and with all onr strength; and our 
neighbour as ourselves." ' But Faith sees the 
beauty and, propriety, yea the absolute neces- 
sity of this being required by God, from every 
rational creature. He is the Sovereign Lord 
of all oiur powers, and it is he who supplies 
us with all tnings needful to enjoy. Our duty 
then is clearly seen to be thus extensive, and 
thus necessary. Besides, by/iifM we see that 
we are ^* not our own, but bought with a 
price ;" therefore^ there is an additional riea- 
son why we should " glorify God in our body 
and in our spirit, which are God's."* 

3. Faiih shews us, that the ^\ glory of God''* 
is the first and most powerful motive^ by which 
our souls ought to be actuated. It teaches us 
that it is with great reason St. Paul exhorts us 
that, '^whether we eat or drink, or whatso- 
ever we do, to do all to the glory of God/'^ 
Until we have faith, however, in Jesus Christ, 
the irwt glory of our heavenly Father is never 
seen; nor can we conceive how Christ should 
be made a ground and reason of our obedience, 
spirituality, or " patient continuance in Veil 
doing."* But faith unfolds this soul-inspir- 
ing principle; and the mind naturally follows, 
with wiUing steps, the guidance of faith, till 
it brings us to see Jesus Christ, our Saviour, 
in his eternal Iringdom. 

4. Faith points out to us the nature and the 
certainty of the reward set before us in Christ 
Jesus.— We cannot expect selfish ttiin'ds to 

•Mark xii. 30,51. *1 Cor. tU 19,20. 3 1 Cor. z. 31. ^I^vbuu.7. 
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give up temporal enjoyments, without a hope 
. or anticipation of eternal ones- Our souls are 
^ wedded to the earth with as much tenacity as 
lour bodies tend to the ground on whiph we 
j^^elL And we might as well expect to fly 
without wings, as expect the soul of fallen 
man to rise a^ove carnal things, without faith. 
But faith causes the soul to soar al[oft, above 
all earthly consideratioi^s. It is " the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, and the evidence 
of things not seen."'^ It was faith which 
enabled the Apostle thus to triumph, and say, 
*^ I have fought a good ffght, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith: Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righ- 
teousnefiis, which the Lord, the righteous judge 
shall give me at that day; and not to me only' 
but unto all them also that love his appearing/'* 
It is this view of the unfading inheritance 
that ^^ purifies'' the heart from the love of 
earthly dross, and refines and sanqtifies it, 
and makes it meet for the Master's use. '^He 
that hath this hope in Him, purifieth hitnself^ 
even as he is pure.'' ' And thus St. Peter says, 
" You who by him do believe in God," "have 
pu{tiFX£D your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit.'"^ 

II. Faith unites the soul to Christy from 
whom vitality and strength are derived. 

1 . In saying that faith unites the soul to Christ, 
I sliall not be mistaken to mean that any 

» Hcb. xLi. » 2 Tim. iv. 8. ^ 1 John iii. 3. ♦ 1 Pet. i. |1, 2?. 
H 
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thing hi «l^ is the first mov'mg cmse of OHr 
spirlwil connexion with our Lord andSoi- 
viouv. No ! The Holy Spirit renews the 
mind, implants a holy nature, and gives di- 
vine faith to tiie soul Then we voluntarily 
embrace Christ as our Lord, our fledeemer, 
and as the fountain of all moral inikiente aad 
spiritu&i'^wer. This is the real ^soflree of all 
the holhiess, and of 4ll the activity ©f t^tfe 
beiieyers. It is Christ in t/ienij " the hope -of 
glory." Christ duelling " in tJie keuft by 
faith!' Thus says the Apostle, " I live; yet 
not I^ but Christ *Uv^h in )ne ; a;nd the life 
ivhich I now live in the flesh, I live bv the 
Faith of the Son of God."' Thm, ht was 
" crucified 1«rith Christ""^hd thus he teafCh^s 
us^ and describes the poWer bi faith ; " They, 
that are Chris fsy have erudjied thejlesh mth 
the affections and 'lusts!' * 

2. TMs union is, (as our Saviour himself re- 
presents it,) the fountain of all life and power 
m believers. " Abide in me, and I in you; as 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 
it^bide in the vine, no more can ye, except 
ye abide in tne. 1 ^m the vine, ye are the 
Wnches : He thdituhid^in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit : Foi^ Vith- 
out me (or severed from me) ye can do no- 
thing."^ Faith is to the soul, which is vitally 
united to Christ, something like what the 
vessels and tubes of the bmnches are, which 
art united to the tree : It forms the holy 

»Oal.ii.lSfO. aCh. ▼. 24. J John Xv. 4,^ 
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mediiim of commuilicating divitte grace, to 
ikHimh the soul; as the branches receive, 
ihrough their natural channels, sap, and vital 
influence, from the*root. Separate from the 
stdek, ike bmnch is lifeless; but. by lively 
eoiinexaon, it naturally partakes of tte na- 
ture and virtue of the tree. And so it is, as 
to the bdiever and unbeliever. While »^Aoti^ 
faithf a naan is without Ckriit ; and " be is 
ca3t forth as a branch, and is withered:"^ 
but in living on him by feith, he brings forth 
the " fruits of righteousness, which are by 
Jesus Christy unto the glory and jwaise of 
Grod." * Thus Christ is " made unto us, wis* 
dom, and righteousness, ^id sanctification^ 
jmd redentption." ' 

5. There are txdo f^rticulars by which fmthi 
in union with Christ, operates to purify the 
lieart, and work by love in the way of holi- 
ness. These are the ej^cacy which faith in 
Christ gives to prayer, and the appropriation 
which we are hereby enabled to make of the 
promises igf God. — ^The true believer finds bath 
those stimulating and iuRspiring trut}»| united 
in St, Paul's language : "By whom also we 
haive access iy faith, into this grace, wherein 
we stand and rejoice in hope of the glory t^ 
God.''*' Who can descdbe the full import of 
our Saviour's, promi^^ made to the prayer of 

F4J1PH IN TJNION WITH HIM. ^^ IJyt uUdt 

in mtf and wy ivords ubiie in you, ye shall ask 

^Mmxn6. ^ *PhU.i.ll. 3 1 Cor. i. SO. ♦RotD.v. 8.. 
112 
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what tfc willy ^nd it shall be done wito you J^^ 
Or who can conceive the sweet constraining 
efficacy, to enable us to overcome the coi^? 
ruptions that are in the world through lust» 
and to set the affections on things above, that 
is obtained when we believe in ** Jesus Christ, 
that we might receive the promise of tlie Spirit 
through faith.'' ^ How blessed the state ! Sin 
is easily vanquished, and the heart is swelled 
with holy desires of full perfection in Christ, 
while " we, througii the Spirit,, wait for the 
hope of righteousness by faith."' 

These things appear to constitute the true 
reason why the Saints of God live in '' righ- 
teousness and true holiness;" while unbe^ 
lievers live in sin. And no otJier adequate 
cause can be assigned why worldly maxims, 
a worldly spirit, and sinful indulgences, do 
not form the tenor of their conversation in 
the world, as well as that of other persons. 
They, are, what they are, by grace. There 
have been given unto them, and they by faith 
have received, ** exceeding great and precious 
promises; that by the^e" they ** niigbt be 
partakers of the divine nature^ having escaped 
the corruption that is in the world through 
lust."* 

Let us join with St. Peter in his praise of 
faith, if indeed we possess it: " Blessed 1»e 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chtist, 
which, according to his abundant merdy, 
hath begotten us again unto a lively. hope. ^y 

'John XV. r. » Gal. Hi. 14. 3Ch. v.5. ♦«Pct.l4. 
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the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
<teacl-^To an inheritance. Incorruptible and 
imdefiled^ and that fadeth not away, reserved 
ifr heaven for you — Who are kept by the 
power of God through Jaith unto salvation. 
Wherein ye greatly rejoice; though now, for 
a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations; that the trial 
of your faith, being much more precious than 
of gold that perisheth, though it be. tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ. Whom having not seen, ye love ; in 
whom, though now ye see him not, yet be* 
Ueoing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory; Receiving the ewrf^f^pwr/aeVA, 
even the salvation of your souls," V 

Inferences. 

, !• TVe may learn from hence haw many deceive 
themselves with inadequate or false notions of 
Faith. 

Nothing is more common in our kingdom, 
Habere Christianity is generally professed and 
established by law, than to find persons con- 
sidering themselves, almost as a Qiatter pf 
course, to possess faith. Yet, scarcely any 
thing is more rarely to be found. — ^We might 
almost ask, even now in this our day, if the 
Lord were to come and examine, try and 
^dg^ would he " find faith on the earth ?" * 

■lPet.i.S-#9. »l4ike viii. 18. 

h3 
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Numbers give a general assent to the prm-* 
ciples of the Christian religion in which 
tliey have been brought up ; they attend oc- 
casionally (when they have adj«^ed, it ittay 
be, their worldly business, or when the lack 
of company^ or visiting, will permit them; 
and some perhaps are found more regularly 
still at) the House of God, to hear something 
relating to the business of their souls. And 
if the Minister be faithful in representing to 
them their duty, and setting forth the strict- 
ness and purity of the law of God, by which 
they must be judged, most persons will pro- 
bably, at one time or other; feel some little 
compunction on account of their excesses, oi* 
their failures. But the majority of our hear- 
ers, whose lives may be trifling, gay, dissi- 
pated, profane, and even vicious, never once 
suspect that they \sLck faith. They think 
themselves to be Christians, notwithstanding 
their lives testify against them. But alas I 
what an awful deceit is this 1 Are you, my 
reader, of this description ? Oh! Then trem- 
ble for the consequence. Repent and do your 
first works, for your soul is in the most awful 
situation. You have " neither part not lot ia 
this matter."' •* . 

But possibly, in addition to b1\ this, you 
are in possession of an evangelical creed; be- 
lieve it most confidently, and can dispute for 
it warmly. It may be so, and it may^ be well. 
But is your ^^ heart purifiddf" Do ydttr SMU^ 



d by Google 



OP MVINE FAITH. 151 

testify that you are born again, and prove 
your faith and hppe to be in God '^ If not : If, 
inat^ad pf thi$, you are vain, self-conc^ted, 
proud, pedantic ; if you are supercilious^ dis- 
dainful, and above being instructad ; if your 
spirit, t^niper^, and affections are indeed un-r 
saacti&edi your casa i« still the same as that 
of the most ignorant, or perhaps more awful. 
You may boast of the ^\fmth of God's Elect ;" 
bat be assured, that that is a " most holy fmth^'' 
and is n«ver, and can never be found in an 
wiikQly heart. Oh ! then, I entreat you to 
reflect. However correct your doctrinal sen- 
timents in other respect naay be, ypui Cr^ed, 
as well as your Fa^h^ is e$sentiaify imperfect, 
if you believe that true faith and r^W holir 
ness can ever be separated. 

II. How vain are all attempts at hoUness, or 
pretensions to good works^ without Faith in 
Christ. 

There is not, perhaps, a delusion more 
common in the Christian church, than the 
notion^ that faifJi m^ holiness do aot neces- 
sarify gQ together. If people can be per- 
suaded that they have not faith, or that what 
tbey esteem faith, does not deserve the name^ 
they still believe that any thing further is un- 
necessary to aqpeptance with God, or at least 
to holiness ano good wwks. And thus, under 
the strongest delusion, they set about doing 
something, to work oat their salvation. They 
think that this strange something which is 
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called faith, is no way necessary to aiiy ^c- 
ccptdble services ; and that if it be needed for 
any thing else, they shall obtain it, in conse^ 
quence of those services : and that if their 
faith is not perfect, as to its nature, it only 
wants good works to make it so. And pos- 
sibly they will plead St. Janies' words for the 
sake of confirminff their opinion, " by works 
was faith made perfect " ^ — Reader ! I beseech 
you, beware. This is one of the grand de- 
vices of the Devil, to beguile unwaiy minds. 
From the whole of what we have proved, 
in this discourse, it most manifestly appears, 
that faith U necessary to all holiness^ and to 
every good work. You may as well expect to 
live without life, and * to work without 
strength, as expect to do good works accept- 
able to God without faith in Christ. " tVith- 
out faith it is impossible to please him.^'* ^ With- 
out faith you are out of Christ. Your person 
is accursed^ your heart is unholy, and your 
works are rejected. You must first be founc! 
•^ in Christ'' by faith ; then God will smell a 
" sweet savour ' * in your duties, and say, ^* I 
am well pleased." And until this is done,, 
you labour in the fire ; you spend your strength 
for nought and in vain. ' Before faithy you 
have neither holy principles, ability, or mo- 
tives to good works. Faith i^ the root^ and 
not the fruit of good works, though it will be 
enlivened by their exercise. Faith is the 
foundation of our spiritual building. You 

' « James ii. «2. a Hcb. xi, 6. 3 Gea. viii^ iU 
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,ihust lay the first stone by faith, and you must 
build by faith; and when by faith the top 
stone is brought forth, you may with joy cry 
/* Grace, grace unto it/' ' I earnestly entreat 
you then, to go to Christ by faith. If you 
are earnest for Salvation, you will be for ever 
miserable, and for every foiled in your at- 
tempts, till you find grace and acceptance in 
him. From that source, and from that alone, 
your holiness and comfort will flow. Believe 
in Christ, and let all your eflForts be directed 
by faith in him, then shall your peace be as 
a river, and yt)Ur " righteousness as the waves 
of the sea."* 

. III. How little reason there is to charge this 
mode of instruction as preaching faith xvithout 
works. 

St Paul, however, was criminated in the 
same manner ; which is presumptive evidence 
that our doctrines are similar to his. — Ought 
we so'to preach these doctrines, that they will 
fK>t be liable to the same objections as his were? 
Then we either charge the Apostle with want 
of sufficient caution, or we shall deviate froni 
his standard. But the question is simply this, 
is there any reasonableness or truth in the ob- 
jection ? Before this is allowed, we certainly 
ought to be fairly understood and fairly repre^ 
sented. Do wethen preach faith without works? 
Let our preaching, let our writings, let our 
sermons and people be examined. We teach 

* Zech. iv, 7. a Isai xlviii. 18. 

h5 
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with our Chiu'ch, and we are bound to tencfa 
it, that we are justified *' cwwfy for the merit of 
our Lord aud Saviour Jesus Christ by faiths 
and not for our ofwn works and deservings." 
And he can be no Churchman who teaches 
that we arc n9t '^ jmtifted by faith vniy/' 

The /tft'/ therefore i« strictly this : We feach 
*' justification" without works; and so 
does our Church; But we do not teach 
" FAITH without xcorksy We declare that 
there are tw good works without faith. 
*' Worits done before the grace of Christ and 
the InsfMratioH of his Spirit are mt pleasant to 
God, for as much as they spring 7Wt of faith 
in Jesus Christ.'' So we also affirm, with the 
iSciiptures aud with our Church, that there is 
no faith without good works. We teach no 
faith, we admit of no faith, that is not, in its 
own NATtriiE, hoiy. It is a holy faith; the 
fountain of holiness in Christ, the spring of 
all good works ; and that it cannot exist with- 
out producing them. *' Good works are the 
fruits of faith — and do spring out necessa- 
rily o/* n true and lively faith,''' Or, as the 
Homily says, *' faith itself is full of 
GOOD works." TAi^is what we believe, and 
what we teach ; and this is what we earnestly 
desire and pray may be exhibited in our lives, 
and in the habits and conduct of every one of 
our liearcrs. Where then is the Justice or 
truth of this tremendous charge ? 

But what, let me ask, wouM the recerse of 

1 Article 1 Me, 13. 
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oar instrnctipB be ? Suppose we were to te^ch 
oiir people that all our bearers are " b^lie^oers 
in Christmmty in common ;" that tbey hav^ 
faith^ though their lives are unholy? Would 
not this he preachiug ^^ faith mihout works? 
And what would be the natural consequence 
of this ? Would not our hearers say, our 
Ministei' assures us that we have faith ; and 
we read levery where in the Gospel, thcit " he 
th^t beliepeth shall be s^oedf we, of course, 
therefore are safe ; it is true, he now and then 
j^lls us, that we must do good works, wd tli^t 
witho4tit holiness no man shall see the i.ord; 
but h^ never tells us how many good works 
ar« necessary to salvation, and if we are fun- 
damentally right, there cannot be much the 
©atter, fef we are all but imperfect creatures^ 
Woiukl not this be deceiving the souls of our 
hearers, ami bringing the guilt of their blood 
^jpon our own head ? Let us then, my breth- 
ren, beware what we teach as the way of Sal- 
vation. And inay our audiences likewise take 
heed, both what they hear, and how they 
hear, lest they be deceived. 

In order that you, niy reader, may have just 
views of this essential point, amidst all the 
differences of opinion among men or teachers, 
do you ^'search the Scriptures,'' — satisfy your- 
self about these plain enquiries. JVhat was it 
that distinguished Abraham as the " Friend 
of God ?" What caused him to be obedient in 
going forth at God's command, ^* not know- 
ing whither he went?" fVhat enabled him to 

h6 

Digitized by LnOOQ IC 



1.56 THE NATURE AND EFFICACV, &c. 

offer his " mn Sori' a sacrifice to God? Let 
the Scriptures answer. It was his ^' faith:' ^ 
What made Moses, ** when he was come to 
years, refuse to be called the son of Pharoah's 
daughter, choosing ratlier to suffer affliction 
^Mh the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season ; esteem hig the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than the trea- 
sures of Egypt?"* What was ity that thus 
inspired his soul ; slew his earthly ambition ; 
consecrated all his powers to God, and con- 
strained him to joy in reproach and affliction, 
in the way of holiness, rather than possess 
the treasures and tlie si]^ of Egypt ? St. Paul 
answers, it was his ''faith:' He did this *y 
faith in Christ — *^ he enduredzs seeing him who 
is invisible — he had respect unto the recompence 
of reward. " ' May we possess the same faith ; 
pursue the same hope, tread in the same path ; 
and then we shall obtain the inheritance of 
the same kingdom. Amen. 

»Heb,xi. 17. *Ver.J4, to, 26? 3Vcr,26,$r/ 
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HOPE RESTING ON DIVINE TRUTH. 



' PSAI.M Cxil. 49. 

t 

I Hememher the word unto thy Servant, upon which thm hast 
caused me to hope. » 

JDiVERY reasonable xreature, in whatever 
he does, has some expectation or aim^ which *.^* 
may properly be considered as the spring of ] ^ 
bis activity. Hope of obtaining something '^ 
which we desire, gives us energy. Without 
some end, we should do nothing, seek no- 
thing, enjoy nothing. We should be like 
4ead matter, lifeless clods of earth, or mere 
mechanical pieces of machinery, moved by 
wind or water, a weight, or a spring. But 
rational beings are governed, and induced to 
action through the medium of the under- 
standing, will, and aiFections. These are 
what make man accountable to the Almighty 
for the employment of his powers, both of 
body and mind. He is the only creature upon 
earth which is capable of being affected by 
motives, either as it regards obedience or sin. 
The sinner, as well as the servant of Goii^ 
does freely and of his own good pleasure, 
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whatever he does in all his pursuits of rebel- 
lion against God, and against his Christ. He 
chuses his own ways--rpyrs«ed his own designs 
— seeks his own enjoyments — has his own pe- 
culiar objects of hijpc. — He is, however, con- 
stantly disappointed ; because his objects are 
temporary and frail; and his heart, being far 
from God, knows ao «atkfcction : While the 
Christian seeks blessings which are substantial, 
and in a way which cannot be frustrated. He 
hopes for what God has promised, and de- 
pends upon the veracity of that promise for 
the enjoyment of them. He makes this his 
plea, when h^ approaches God, to have the 
desires of his heart satisfied. And with David 
he will say, '* Remember the word unto thy 
sci^vant, upon which thou hast caused me to 
hope." In meditating upon these words, i^iay 
both the reider and wiiter, the hearer land the 
preacher, be influenced by **a lively hope" 
of the rich blessings which ai^ couched under 
them. 

We shall consider 1st, Certain paTticmlars 
respecting the hope of God's word ; and 2d, 
The foundation of that hope. We are to con- 
sider several particulars respecting 

FIRST.— The hope of God s -v^^ord. ' 

All the real satisfactioin that simiers tike 
ourselves can derive, wast be sought for im 
the revelatioO) wlrich a gracious God luis beea 
pteftsed to miike tespecting ic. His word is 
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die charter of all our privileges, and the 
gromid of ail our expectations. How strange 
that we do not " meditate therein day and 
night." 

In treating upon thh branch of our subject, 
w^ shall consider — what this hope is — to 
whom it is given — how it is obtained — and 
when we may encourage it. 

I. fFhat this hope is. 

Hope, in general, respects something future, 
which is liked, wished for, desired and ex- 
pected. Any object, or enjoyment, to which 
the mind inclines, and which it has a reason- 
able prospect of obtaining hereafter, may be 
looked upon as a subject of hope. Of this 
H^pCj all partake. Because it does not con- 
fine the object, or the means, to any parti- 
cular mode, or persons, whether good or bad. 

The worldly man lives as much upon hope 
M the most spiritual and disinterested ; Only 
his objects and motives vary. Whatever he 
engages in, or whatever he pursues, hope ani- 
laiates his mind — gives energy to all his at- 
tempts — and fires his soul to a perseverance, 
often enviable and worthy of imitation. The 
merchant braves the seas, in hope of riches — 
the soldier the campaign in hope of victory 
and renown— thie statesman, the philosopher, 
and the divine have a hope of tlie resntts 
which each one's inclination, desires, or under- 
standing points out. It is comiifKyn to all, in 
every concern of life. He that pkHighetfe> 
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** plougfaeth in hope," and he that threshetb, 
expects to be " partaker of hope ;'* though 
the natural man rather hopes for the crop from 
a consideration, that it has ahoays been so, 
than from the " xoardaf God" which assures 
us, that *^ seedtime and harvest shall not fail." 
Nor can an unenlightened mind rise higher 
than temporal motives lead him, in all his 
hopes. 

Tlie Christian, however, besides the rea- 
sonable desire of comfortable prosperity — the 
relief of necessities — the removal of difficul- 
ties — and the redress of temporal grievances, 
has a fixed prevailing desire after something 
which this world cannot afibrd : After a hope 
beyond the grave. After a hope of immotta- 
lity — a happy eternity — the salvation qf his 
soul — the enjoyment of his God ! This is the. 
grand distinguishing feature of his hope: it 
has hoUnesSy both as a means and as an end ; 
and the fruition of every thing desirable in 
the eternal world. This '* hope'' is the '* an- 
chor of his soul," and " entereth into that 
within the vail, whither Jesus, the forerunner, 
is for us entered," that our ** faith and hppe 
might be in him." 

II. To whom this hope is given. 

. This glorious hope, is only afforded to sin- 
ners returning unto God by JesMS.Chri&t. .To 
sinners, as such, there is no hope. Such are 
" without hope," ,fO long as they are " with- 
out God in the world." Whatever hope they 
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may possess, and however confidently they 
may retain it, if they are not made new crea- 
tures, by the grace of God — if they have not 
repentance from dead works, and faith in the 
living God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the hope which they possess, is only the "ex-, 
pectationof the hypocrite which shall perish." 
The obstinate and perverse are ready to say, 
as many of the Jews often said, ** There is 
no, hope: no; for I have loved strangers, and 
after them will I go." * Oh ! rebellious and 
awful being. How can there be hope to such 
a spirit as this? It would be strange indeed, 
were there hope of heaven^ while the heart 
" is earihly, sensual^ devilish.'' Trust no longer 
in lying vanities ; be ashamed of your, sin : 
*' Put your hand on your mouth and your mouth 
in the dust," (in true repentance and anguish 
of heart) ** if so be there may be hope." Look 
unto your offended Father in a crucified Re- 
deemer, and then you will have "hope in the 
end.'' 

III. How this hope is obtained. 

: Our text ascribes this hope to God, as the 
Author and finisher oiF it. *• Upon which thou 
hast caused me to hope." I understand this 
to mean, not only that God has given him 
reason to trust in his word, as making pro- 
mises for him to rely upon ; but that the dis- 
position of the mind — the hope itse^ was 
caused of God. It is not only necessary that 
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wc shoukl have occsrsian given to hope, but 
that wc should have a heart givfeu us to do so. 
On this ground^ the Almighty is called the 
God of hope. " Now the God oj Itope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, that 
ye may abound in hope, tftreugA the power of 
the lioiy Ghost:'" '' Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, ac» 
cording to his abundant mercy, hath begotten 
usagain unto a lively hope, by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the Dead." * Sinners 
will not hope, cannot hope, ought not to 
hope for salvation in sin; and saints would 
£aint^ did not the Holy Spirit revive their 
souls, and fix them on Christ the *' hope of 
Gboryr 

IV. When we may encourage hope. 

Some convicted sinners, and some drooping 
believers, would give the world to obtain a 
steadfaat hope of the Salvation of their souls. 
And there are other presumptuous, self-confi- 
dent professors, whose hope is likely to perish 
with them. But " Blessed is the man whose 
hope the Lord is." If you, my dear reader, 
are doubting, and unSst distressing uncer- 
tainty about this very important nstatler, I 
would do all I can to help you to become 
rigiit. Remember the work is God's ; but the, 
means are ours. Do not then be hasty ta say, 
" My hope is perished from the Lord." This 
perhaps would be a rash judgment The 

' Rom. XV. 43. * 1 Pet. i. 3. 
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following brief bints may be useftil to your 
doubting minds, if you attend to them with 
prayer, and desire of good. We may hope, 
yea, we have hope> 

1. When we trust not in ourselves^ but in 
Qod. The great stumbling to onr satisfaction 
in religion, is a strange, inveterate habit of 
resting, more or less, upon ourselves, in our 
approach to God. Even though our judg- 
ment is convinced of the sin and folly of 
trusting in the least to our own arm of flesh ; 
yet the stibtlety of sin and Satan is in this 
matter, more, perhaps^ than in any otlujr, 
displayed, in contriving by a thousand deceit- 
ful artifices, to make us cleave to the deeds of 
the law, as some sort of fitness, or as some 
condition of receiving Salvation by Christ. 
When, therefore, the soul is cut off from sclf- 
dependance, and all self-righteous expecta- 
tions, then there is hope, " Cursed is the man 
that trusteth in man, and maketh, flesh his 
arm;" but *' blessed is the man that trustetb 
in the Lord, and zehose hope the Lord is.''^ 

2. fVhen we desire spiritual blessings more 
than worldly ones. We may be able to say 
with Job, I have not ^^ made gold my hope ;'* 
and yet have a prevailing conceit^ that what 
distinguishes man in this world, wiU not be 
wholly disregarded, as to the next. Or if 
not J the heart may be, unknown to itself, so 
attacheid to something earthly, which stands 
Between us and Christ, that if he \itte to 

* Jeti xTi'r. 7. 
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direct us (as in Spirit he does,) to sell all that 
we have, as he did the young Ruler, we pro- 
bably should feel the same reluctance : " He 
went away sorrowful, for he had great pos- 
sessions," He could not give up '^ great pos- 
sessions;" he was therefore sent away without 
** hope.'* It is a vanity to think that we can 
have any better hope, while we retain the 
same spirit. If heaven, and a Saviour's love, 
have no more hold on our hearts, than this 
vain world has, we must be content with our 
present reward. But if our souls prefer hea- 
venly things to earthly, and spiritual blessings 
to temporal ones; we may surely say, ^^What 
wait I for ? My hope is in thee. Thou art 
my hope, O Lord God."' 

3. JVhen we wish for purity more than peace. 
Should we hear a person in grievous anguish 
cry out, " my heart is sore pained within nie,'l^. 
we might pity the person, but we should not, 
from this complaint, know whethei- it arose 
from that "sorrow which worketh repentance 
unto Salvation, or from the sorrow of the 
world which worketh death." But were we 
to hear the same person say, "OA.' when wilt 
thou come unto we, Iwillxvalk in my home with 
a perfect heart.'' " Create in me a clean heart 
O God, and renew a fight, spirit within me." — 
We might, without any presumption, encou- 
rage that hope, whose distinguishing character 
is purity of heart. '* He that hath this hope 
iA him, purifieth himself even as he is pure." 

. » Pa. Ixxi, 5. 
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Our trouble is no proof against us ; but \vhen 
*^ tribulation worketh patience, and patience 
experience," this will by and by lead us to 
know, that experience will end in " hope." 

4. When we willingly submit to God^ both in 
sufferings and duty. Moses esteemed " the 
reproach of Christ greati&r riches than the 
treasures of Egypt." St. Paul was ** cruci- 
fied with Christ ;" resolved to do all things for 
the Elect's sake : He bore in his ** body the 
marks of the Lord Jesus," and considered 
them as marks of honor and acceptance, i)i 
which he rejoiced: No sufferings daunted 
him— no threatenings made him afraid. Su- 
perstition indeed will sometimes suffer much; 
and self-righteousness may do many thihgs: 
But if the soul, can submit to do and suffer 
the zvill of God^ and with a pious resignation 
adopt the dying Saviour's language, **notwy 
will but thine be done;" we may doubtless en- 
courage hope. If we " suffer with him," and 
with any thing like his Spirit, we shall surely 
at last " reign together with him." You, 
iiear reader, if this be your character, may 
have hope — God is not '* unrighteous to for- 
get your work and labour of love." There- 
fore be not moved away from the *' hope of 
the Gospel:' 

SECONDLY.—The Foundation OF our 
Hope. 

The only rock upon which we can build our 
hope, is the word of God. It is the promise 
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of God alone, upon ^liich we cast anchor; 
without it, all our hope periahcs. But, on 
this rock we need not fear to rest ail the 
weight of our Salvation. " Remember the 
murd unto thy servant, upon which thou has 
caused mt to hope." We shall notice two or 
three things under this second hqad. 

I. That the promise is sure. 

Every word of God upon which he causes 
his servants to hope, is like himself, the ^^same 
yesterday, to day, and for ever." Hath he 
said, and shall he not do it? Hath he sfoktatk, 
and shall he not bring jt to pass? ** David 
had the promise of a kingdom. The Lord had 
said unto him, ''Thou shalt feed my people 
Israel, and thou ^alt be aCaptain over laraieL*'* 
But David had a higher expectation, a brighter 
and a more glorious prospect. The ** King 
asked life of thee, and thou gavest him long 
life, even for ever and ever." Upon this 
sacred promise hie built his hope. *' My soul 
iEainted for thy Salvation ; but I hope m thy- 
word." And he could »y, *' thy word e«- 
dureth for ever in heaven." 

Z%e Chrktiatis promise is the assurance of 
everlasting* life, and of every blessing which 
is necessary in the way to it. " The gift of 
God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." The Saviour himself has declared, 
" My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me, auji I give unto them 

2SaDi.v«t. 
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eternal life, and tbey shall never perish) nei- 
ther shall any pluck thep oat of my liandl/' 
He will protect and preserve his servants in 
all dangers, distresses, temptations, repro^chas 
and difficulties. *' When Uioup^ssest through 
the watet, I will be with thee» and through 
the floods, they shall not overflow thee; when 
thou passest through the fire, thou shalt not 
be burned, neither shall the flames kindle 
upon thee, for I am with thoe, saith the Lord, 
to deliver thee." His promise is, that we 
** shall come off more than conqueror through 
him that hath loved u$." For this also, the 
servant of God has the wtmost security. 
** God willing more abundantly to shew to 
thelietrs of promise, the immutability of his 
counsel, conficmcd it by an oath : That by 
two immutalxLe things, in which it was impo$* 
sible . for God to lie, we might have strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold on the hope set before us." What, 
Christian, canst thou desire more than this ? 
Nevertheless perhaps you will say, 

tl. Th^re are consideratims which may seem • 
against it. 

David, in the face of the promise, was per- 
^cuted by Saul, and hunted like a partridge 
upon the mountains— banished from nis coun- 
try — and Avas. in danger from all <}uarters ; 
till even he himself feared, saying, " I shall 
now one day perish by the hand of Sauif* 
Yet David was as safe in the wilderness, as 
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upon the throne. - The true helieoer hais tmuiy 
things in his Christian a>ur«e and walk with 
God, which pmve afflictive, and look dUpk 
before him* . 

1. Painful experiences which he cannot re- 
concile. That eminent servant of ,God, Jab, 
was under a dark cloud, whrdh he eoold not 
see through, and his hope had well ntgh failed. 

■ ** He hath destroyed me on every /side, and I 
am gone: and mine hope hath he removed 
like a tree.'*' * ' 

2. Feelings of weakness and fear ^ w^ch he 
canmt overcome. " If it be so, why ami I 
thus," will not un frequently be the believerrs 
laiifuage. In looking upon his own extreme 
degenj&racy of heart, and its grievous pocie- 
ness to depart from the living God, he may be 
tempted to consider this as contrary to a state 

.of grace and acceptance with God. AmI if 
the Almighty should at all leave himf -to 
" shew him what is in his heart," he may 
now discover such a scene of depravity^ . as 
may not only astonish him, but perhaps ovei- 
whelm and cast hinv down. '* Behold,, J am 
vile." " I am the c^ef of sinners.*' Instead 
of finding deliverance, as I expected, I seem, 
to be plunged deeper " into tne ditch, ^nd 
my own clothes shall abhor me."-— All this, 
however, may not only consist with grace, 
but with a gi*eat degree of it : and may evi- 
deiree the light of the mind — the purity o€ 
the heart — ^and itSf^abhor^ence of sin. 
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S. Dark providences which he cannot unfold. 
i~God will not be accountable to us for any 
<tf his matters. If we could always see and 
comprehend his designs, the ways of infidite 
WisdoM would not be godlike and mysteriouls. 
But he will have us to walk by faith. He 
wilt bfe trusted, even in the dark; and this 
ttafks our faith, and the secret footsteps of 
God, as they will appear when time shall lay 
"ite matter open. The most favored servants 
of God have found these mysterious dealings 
t>f the Lord with them at times. Good old 
'Jacob was once involve4 in such scenes of 
darkness and difficulty, as made him doubt- 
itigly say, ^* All these things ttre against tne.'^ 
And it not very seldom hapj^ens, that the veiy 
^particulars which our short-sighted minds so 
ttiuch fear, are the precisely turning points 
in Providence which mark some singularly 
wise design. But while under the cloud, we 
are too ready to complain with Jonah, " I am 
cast out of thy sight," and *^ my soul fainted 
Within me." Oh ! it is painful, when tossed 
with billows and far from shore — and when 
t^ntither moon nor stars" appear for days to- 
gether. This ^is a trying season. We look 
and long for aid, but none arrives; our " eyes 
^1 with looking upward." "Hope deferred, 
maketh the heart sick/' 

4. Temptations which we can mither avoid 

inor explain. Few are exempt from t^anpta- 

tions, of a severe nature, at one time or other. 

The hand of the Xorrf may be heavy upoii 
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thein, and become a sore trial. Ot^S0tan mtf 
lie permitted to hacass and di8tris$$ the ^cml 
J Job was heavily tried M^hen he cried thos: 
" Oh I thatmy grief were thoroughly weighed," 
** For the arrows of the Almighty arie within me, 
tiae poitson thereof drinketh up my Spirits: 
The terrors of <5od do set themselves inar- 
f ay against me." The Psalmist too declares, 
"My soul is full of trou^bles ;" ' " thou hast 
laid me in the lowest pit, in.<darkness, iqihe 
deeps: Thy wrath lieth har<l upon.n&e;" VI 
am afflicted and ready to die; I siuiTer thy 
terrors; I am distracted."* And St Paul bad 
a messenger of Satan to burffet him — ^troubled 
on every side — " without were fightings — 
within were fears'' And many endure a 
*^ great fight of affliction, " being^mpted.*'"- 
And thus "for a. season, if need b<^, th^y are 
in heaviness through manifold tefjuptation." 
Oh, let us pray, when our heart is overwheloi- 
ed, " iead me to the rock that i$ higher than /." 

III. The course zve ought to pursue. 

1. fFe should here pkad the prfimse^ — " ^• 
member the word unto thy servant, upon 
which thou hast caused me to hope." It is 
our portion, our birth-right a$ Christians, to 
plead God's promise, and to put him in^mjud 
of his gracious kindness. Thip Js what he 
delights in, and will regard. The promise is 
made for the purpose of being regarded ; 
. ftiKl nothing is more dislK>nourab}e to God, 
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•or tb oar$elves9 than to doubt his dedarati^Qs. 
We ounaelve^ do not take it well to he dis- 
believed, Ob then how firmly ought we to 
(trust in God ! He has told us, he *' will 
ever be mindfiil pf his covenant." " God 
remenpibered Noah," after the flood, and 
** every living thing." And will he forget 
*^ his own elect which cry day and night 
uftto him?*' *^Remenjber the. marvelous 
works that be hath done^ his wonders and 
the judgmonts of bis mouth. O ye eeed 
of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob 
his chosen — He hath remembered his cove- 
nant for ever, the word that he commanded 
to a thousand generations." 

It is the privilege of his anointed to plead 
thi§ covenant. This is the word an whicA he 
hath caused w iQ hQpe. Are we then in ai^- 
fliction and tribulation ? aqd do we fear test 
:oqr spuls should prpve to be, on that acooimt, 
not accepted of a gracious Saviour ? This is 
so far from being proof againsit us, that if 
they ftre eftdured with a patient spirit, they 
' *rp e vide we that we ought to hope. It is 

- ^^* through much tribulation," that those, who 
^ ai? now before^ the throne, have passed. And 

;ip those scenes^ ia a great measure, perhaps, 

' they '• washed theii* robes, and made them 

. white in the bjopd of the Lainb ; therefore 

4?e they before the throne, and serve God 

- d^ and night for ever." It was not their 
. *♦ own arm that did help" them. It wa^ not 

Iheir pwn wortbiue^s that caused them to 
12 
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hope. It was the covenant of their God; H; 
was the blood of the Lamb. Oh I then, my 
faint-hearted fellow Christians, and fellow 
sinners, let us, under all our ^' afflictions and 
tribulations which we endure," plead earnestly 
with our gracious God. He is more ready to 
hear than we to pray ; then let us with thie 
Psalmist cry, " Remember me^ O Lord, with 
the faoour that thou bearest unto thy people; 
ah! visit me with thy salvation.'' '^ That I 
may see the good of thy chosen^ that I may re- 
joicein the gladness of thy nation^ that I mqy 
glory with thine inheritance.'' 

Why should not the souls who are pur- 
chased by the same blood, and sanctified by 
the same grace, and who are heirs of the 
same promise, rejoice with the Psalmist m 
the same unchangeable covenant ? ** I will 
say of the Lord, he is my refuge and my 
fortress : 7ny God, in him will I trust : 
surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of 
the fowler, and from the noisome pestiltnce,^' 
And again; " though I walk in the midst cjf 
•trouble, yet shalt thou refresh me." *' For 
thou hast magnified thy word, above all ^thy 
natne." Oh! then, '* thou of little faitlj, 
wherefore dost thou doubt?" Look to 
Abraham, under the severest and darjcest 
trial that ever, fell to the lot of man, — the 
sacrificing of his son, his only son. 9e 
never started any difficulties, indulged any 
doubts^ or consulted any fleshly inclinationa. 
•^ Against hope he believed in hope," and his 
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hope "w'as crowned with success and honour, 
iitid immortal felicity. If we then should 
for a season, witli respect to our hope and 
confidence in God, be under uncertainty and 
affliction ; let us imitate the prophet^ Habak- 
kuk. "Although the fig treel shall not 
blossom, neither . shall any fruit be in the 
vines ; the labour of the olive shall fail, and 
the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall 
Ibe cut off from the fold, and there shall be 
no herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in 
the. Lord, I will joy in the God of my sal- 
vation."* 

2. We should always however remember 
the design of our gracious Redeemer, in all 
our trials ; as well as the promise of his cove- 
liant. There is a " needs be" for this. The 
Lord doth not afflict willingly, or seek to 
destroy our hope and confidence; but to 
purify our " dross, and take away all our 
tin ! " For this purpose he declares, ** I will 
bring the third part through the fire^ and 
will refine them as silver is refined, and will 
try them as gold is tried; and they shall 
fcall on my name, and I will hear them ; I 
irill say, it is my people, and they shall say, 
the Lord is my God." — And St. Peter in- 
forms us of the design of God in trials and 
temptations. ** That the trial of your faith, 
iieing much more precious than of gold that 
i»erisheth, though it be tried with fire, might 
oe fotind unt^ praise and honour and gloP^ 

« Hab. iiLlTjlB. 
IS 
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at the appeariDgof Jesus Christ" Oh! then^ 
y^ faithful serv^tnts of the Lord^ " be strong, 
and quit yourselves like mea." God's honour: 
•*-yoHr purity— Christ's all-sufficiency, — and» 
the Spirit's power and influence, will be dis- 
plaj'ed in all the Lord's dealings with you," 
•^ Count it all joy when you fall into divers 
temptations, knowing that the trial of your 
faith ♦^orketh patience/' " Blessed is the 
mtin that en^reth temptation : for when he 
is tried, he shall receive the crown of life 
nrhich the Lord has promised to them that 
love him." Doubt not then, though you are 
for a moment obliged to mourn. Look to 
the end, and you will not then complain.^ 
See what your Saviour endured^ and with- 
what fortitude: believe this word, and be 
comforted. " He that goeth on his way 
weeping, and beareth good seed, shall doubt*^ 
less come again with joy, bringing his sheaves 
with hfm." A sorrowful seed time makes a 
joyful harvest. " Blessed are they that 
mourn, for they shall be comforted." 

3. Lastly, we should take care that we are 
not presumptuous. '* It is good that a man^ 
should both hope and quietly wait for the 
salvation of the Lord." But we have seen 
that sinners have no ground to hope, while 
they continue in their sin. Those who 
should hope, are obedient to their Lord's com- 
mand^ — seek the purity of their souls, — and 
rely upon him for acceptance, and holiness' 
of heart. Such^ ought to hope that their 
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State h safe. And the irM believer, shoald 
trust that all sball *^ work together for his 
good." But it 18 awfal [resumption, and 
not scriptural dependaace, to hope that our 
souls are sate, while th^ heart is unrenewed^ 
and the conduct unholy. David's prayer was- 
** remember the word unto thy sertntnt.'' 
And evidences of " Acj^*' are only, in other 
words, evidences pf our being the ^seroartU'^ 
of God. But the profession of hope, which 
is too general among us^-^has little relatioa 
to Christ as a Saviour — affords no testimony 
of a new heart — and pays a very partial re- 
spect to that law which is "holy, just, and 
good." To such we cannot afford any scrip- 
tural foundation for hope. The Psalmist's 
hope was of God: but the hope of such per- 
sonSy arises from the suggestions of the 
wicked one- -the false glosses of blind guides 
— or the delusions of their own minds. 
**The foolish prophets," in Ezekiel's time, 
** strengthened the hands of the wicked," 
and caused them to " hope ;" while ^' with 
lies" they made the " heart of the righteous 
sad." They "seduced" the " people," crying 
" peace ; and there was no peace." " Oh ! 
then, be not deceived, God is not mocked^ 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. He that soweth to the flesh, shall of 
the flesh reap corruption ; but he that soweth 
to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life 
everlasting." Ah! then, if you would not 
be " ashamed" of your " hope," in the great 
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day when the '* secrets of all hearts shall be 
disclosed," you must be *^ patient in tribula- 
tion;" continue instant in prayer; have that 
faith which purifies the heart and works 
by love, then you possess that " which 
is the substance o( things hoped for, and the 
evidence of things not seen," and you may 
assuredly rely upon the promise of God that 
you shall not be disappointed of your hope. 
The Lord grant that you never, may, tbr 
Christ's sake. Amen. 
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THE EFFICACY OF CHRIST'S LOVE. 

2 Corinthians, V. 14. 
» The love of Christ constraineth us. 

jcVs the truths of the gospel are concealed 
from the natural man, and mistaken by him ; 
so are the motives of real Christians fre- 
quently misunderstood, and misinterpreted. 
The mere nominal Christian knows no in- 
ducements superior to those of a worldly and 
temporal nature; he cannot therefore enter 
into the views of those who are spiritual, and 
heavenly minded. This has ever been the 
case since God had a people separated to him- 
self, and led by his spirit to pursue a conduct, 
display an energy, and shew a contempt of 
the world, which the unrenewed mind can- 
not comprehend. Moses was accused of a 
design to enslave the people of God, and to 
make himself *' altogether a prince over 
them."^ Our Saviour was accused of the basest 
views; as of enmity to the government, of 
disobedience to God, of connection with 
Beelzebub, and of being mad.. His most highly 
honoured, and most correct and laborious ser- 

1 Namb. x.vL 13. 
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vant, the Apostle Paul, was likewise charged 
with being led by a deranged intellect, in hi^ 
ardor for Christ and the salvation of sinners. 
And we must neither be surprised, nor of- 
fended, if our most exalted, and most spiritual 
design^ and efforts, are ascribed to derange- 
ment, or fanaticism. But happy shall we be, 
if we possess the same love of order, of strict 
morality and of correct attendance to the pro- 
prieties of Christian conduct, which actuated 
St. Paul, while we are fired with the same 
love which enflamed his breast. And happy 
shall we he, if, like him, we are conscious of 
the purest motives, aqd can address mankind 
and say " whether we, be beside ourselves, it 
is to God : or whether we be sober, it is for 
your cause: '^ For the lave of Christ con^ 
straitieth us.''' May the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord, influence both 
our hearts and minds, iu th|5 due meditation 
of the two following propositions. 1st, The 
Love of Christ; and 2d, The Power of it. 

FIRST.— Thj: Love of Christ. 

Had not redemption been needed, or not 
effected, we should have known comparatively 
little of the divine chj^racter* His power, 
wisdon), and bounty, are every where dis* 
covered, in his works of creation md provi-* 
4J^nce: but tbp peculiar graces. of his moral 
character were chiefly concealedi till they 
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TKcre in^de Jknown hy Jesus Christ .AU God's? 
pierfections sbime, with a new lustre, in the 
face of Jesu^ Christ ; but npne in so peculiarly 
glorious a manner, aa his Iwe^ *' God is 
iove."' Christ is also the exprei^s imjage of 
the Father, therefore Ckri^t w> love^ This, he 
has manifested to our admiring view in the; 
gospel,, which displays this glorious atit^ihute 
in its true perfection and beiauty. Xiet us^ 
consider in a brief manner, 

I. The Properties of this Love. 

The Love of Christ, when it is viewed in 
its object, the Son of the living God, and in 
the persons and characters towards whom its 
wonderful out-beamings break forth? cannot 
but fill us with admiration and praise. There 
is no parallel to the love of Christ, in any in* 
ferior being. He chose to display his rich 
grace, and peculiar perfections, as God over 
all blessed for ever, hy the discovery of a 
character which alone was perfect I shall 
briefly notice a few of the properties of Christ's 
love. 

1. It was without beginning. — The perfec- 
tiqns of tl^e Son of God cannot be contem- 
plated in the light of those which belong 
only to finite creatures. Known unto him 
are all his works fVom the beginning of the 
world. We must therefore consider the love 
of Christ as existing from eternity ; when the 
covenant of redemption and salvation wa& 
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planned between the Father and the Scm ; amt 
when, in full view of all that should hefoalter 
be effected by hirti, for his church's sake, bfel 
heart was set upon the work, and upon thei 
blessed result of his undertaking, when bei 
shall see of the travail of his soul, and '^ shait 
be satisfied,"* We therefore find Jeremiah 
declaring in the Saviour's name, " I kav& 
h^ed thee with an everlasting love; therejot^: 
with loving kindness ha^e I drawn thee.'''' An4^ 
our redeemer represents himself in this Ijwi- 
giiage, as to his love; ** When he appointed' 
the foundations of the earth: then was I by 
him, as one brought up with htm ; and I was 
daily his delight, rejoicing always before him ;* 
rejoicing in the habitable part of ihiseart^ *^ 
and my delights were with the sons of men. 

fi. It was undeserved. — When Adam's pos-» 
terity are considered under the corruption of 
his fall, there appears to be nothing in thefn^ 
but what is calculated to excite the wrath ■ 
and displeasure of heaven. Nor is it possible, 
without the greatest arrogance, to attribiite , 
Christ's Love, in whatever degree it is dis- 
covered, to any moral excellence in m^fi. 
Moses teaches us this truth.^ " The Lord thy ' 
God hath chosen thee to be a special people 
unto himself, above all people that are upon 
the face of the earth. The Lord did not set 
his love upon you, nor choose you, because 
ye were more in number than any people;'* ■ 

I Isa. Uii. 11, * Jer. xxxiii. 3. ^ p,©^, ^ai, S}9— 3U 
' ♦ Pe^t. vii. 6j 7, 
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Hot '*for thy righteousness; for thou art a 
stiffneckecl people.'" But, as he declares in 
Hosea;^ ^* I will Iwe them Jreely.''* The \ovg 
of Christ is constrained, or drawn forth, by 
QDCbing in us; it arises from the gracious 
and overflowing abundance of his own heart. 
V 3. // is Unchangeable. That which arose 
from no cause or excellency in the creature, 
cannot be fairly interpreted to vary with the 
G^ngeableness of the creature. The Saviour, 
who is God, is of one mind, and none can 
turn him. Whatever we may be, he is *' the 
same, yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."* 
The invariable love of Christ gave the Apostle 
Paul that triumphant courage, and inspired 
him to declare to us those animating truths, 
which he has recorded in Romans. " Who 
shall separate us from the Love of Christ f 
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? 
Nay,— I am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor Angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor thinss present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love ^ 
Gody which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.''* 

4. It is without measure. — The boundless 
glories of the Love of Christ to his church 
and people, are represented by himself in the 
true excellency, and fulness of their perfec- 
tion, by a similitude which alone seems 

• €bap. is. 6. * Hosca xiv. 4. ^ Heb, xiii. 8. * 

♦ Rom. triiu 35, 38/39. 
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capable of conveying a just ai>d adequate 
conception of them. That similitude it i» 
true, were we able to realise its sacred and 
divine import, would give us a view of the 
Love of Christ, in its real character. He re- 
presents his aifection for his disciples, by tba 
intimate, eternal, unchangeable, and infinite 
love of the Father to him. ** As the Fdtker 
hath loved me^ so have J lofoed you ; continue 
ye in my bveS^ The grace of Christ abound- 
ing to us, yea, super^abounding, above the 
offence of Adam's transgression, and bringing 
in such rich and unmerited enjoyment?, proves 
the boundless measure of Christ's love to us. 
** But not as tlie offence, so also is the free 
gift. For if through the offence of one many 
be dead, much more the grace qf'Godj and the 
gift by grace^ which is by one man Jesus Christy 
hath abounded unto many.''' '* For if by one 
man's offence dpath , reigned by one; much 
more they which receive abundance of grace and 
of the gift of rtght$ousnes>s shall reign in life by 
one Jesus Christ.''* We may obtain glowing 
and strong ideas even here ffom these striking 
descriptions of the love of our " Master and 
only Lord,*' thus dying for us; but we must 
enter completely into that within the veil, 
before we shall *' be able to comprehend with 
all saints, what is the breadth, and lei^gth,. 
and depth, and height ; and to knozv the hvo 
of Christ, which passeth knowledge.'' ^ 

5. It is without End. This property of 

' John zv. 9 ^ Rom. ▼. 15, 17. I Epfa. ui. IB, 19. 
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our Saviour's love crowns its perfection, and 
fills our tnindsy if we are Christians indeed, 
with adoring admiration, and supreme de-> 
fight. With what consolation does the de- 
vout mind dwell upon the declaration of St 
John, the disciple whom Jesus loved, where 
he is detailing, the endless affection of the 
Redeemer. — " When Jesus knew that his hour 
was come that he shouldf depart out of this 
world unto the Father, having loved his awn 
which were in the worlds he loved thwt unto 
the end.'' ^ How animating to hear the same 
disciple repeating our Saviour's words: " My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me; and I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck them out of my hand."* 

II. How it was displayed. 

The whole Bible (even the history, as well 
as the service and worship of the Jews,) shews 
very abundantly, the love of Christ to sinners. 
But the New Testament especially, which, 
was sealed in the blood of our blessed Saviour, 
holds forth his love to us in its highest glory. 
It is there that we behold contrasted, . his 
greatness, and our meanness; his fulness, and 
our emptiness ; while his riches of love over* 
flowing, fill all in all. This love is displayed, 

I. ^ his condescension and humiliation. The 
love discovered by Christ, must necessarily be. 
measured by the height of exaltation from 

> John ziii. U * Jobai. t7^ 96. 
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wbfcb lie descemJed to perforin the pfBce m 
which love engaged him. Had Christ stooped 
froni-angelic honour and authority, it would 
have been condescension in him. .But wfaat i 
when we consider '*.the high and lofty One, 
that inhabiteth eternity" ' — who was " the 
brightness of his Father's glory, and the ex/- 
press image of his person" *r—*' who being ia 
the form of God, thought it not robbery, ta 
be equal with God;" — rwben we consider^ 
condescension, who ** made himself of na 
reputation, and took upon him .the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men"' —we behold a display of love not easily 
to be comprehended. He toojc not. upon him 
the nature of angels — he passed by them : but 
he took the seed of Abraham, to shew his 
love for them. Though rich in glojy, feli- 
city, and authority, he came from heaven,, 
not to do his own will, but to manifest hia^ 
love to sinners. St. Paul's heart M'as fuli 
when he wrote these words: ''.Ye know tkd^ 
grace of our Lord Jesus, Christy that, though': 
he was rich^ yet for your sokes he became pow^ 
that ye through his poverty might be richJ^ ♦ ^ 
2. In his Bufferings. Jesus Christ not oiily' 
came from heaven, and veiled the gbry oP 
his eternal Godhead; but stooped to;tfar 
lowest degree of self-abasement and distress 
that could be inflicted by the wrath of God, 
and by the malignant hatred of Satan and of 
men. ** He humbled himself, and became 

" Id*. NU. 15» * Heb. uS, 3^ Phil. U. 6y7. ♦ « Cor. ?iU. 9. 
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l^bed^nt unto death, even the death of the 
^ro$s." ^ This death displayed the love of the 
Father and of Christ. The Apostle Paul,, 
^■ho viewed this subject in its brightest forms/ 
assui'es us that the highest tokens of human 
k>ve bear no proportion to the love of Christ. 
And he himself informs us, that '* greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends."* But Christ, 
&ough he esteems his holv followers as 
fruTids^ laid down his life. for them when 
they were enemies. ** God commendeth his 
love towards us, in that, while we were yet 
smuers, Christ died for us." Yea, " when we 
xoere enemies^ zve were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son.'' ^ Christ " loved the Church, 
ami giwe himself for iV."* He could not dis- 
cover love more truly than by so doing. St. 
John says, " Hereby percieve we the love of 
God, because he laid down his life for us.'^^ 
Oh! enrapturing consideration. ^^ Herein is 
iteMT, nat that we loved God, but that he loved 
ta^ and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
otir sins.'' ^ No one can possibly contemplate 
the love of Christ in a truly Christian manner^ 
without having his heart deeply affected, and 
his mind powerfully influenced by it. We 
proceed therefore to consider, 

SECONDLY.— The Power of Christ's 
:. Love. 

'"i'hil. 11. 8, * John xv. 13. 3 Rom. v. 8, 10. ♦ Eph. r. ^5. 
^ 1 Jdui/iii. 16. 6 Clmp. iv. 10. 
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The Apostle's language has a pcaiHar force 
and energy in it. The love of Christ con^ 
straineth uS4** That i«, *• bears us up, and 
carries us on with it," by an irresistible im- 
pulse, and by a rapidity of progress some- 
thing Kke the buoyant impetuosity with which 
bodies are hurried along with the resistless 
torrent occasioned by a land flood : No 
strength can stem its power ; no weight can 
withs^tand its violence. We are not, however, 
to suppose, from St. Paul's strong language, 
that any violence is hereby intended to the 
free-agency of man ; or that vr^ mean to in- 
sinuate the least idea subversive of his perfect 
responsibility, in every one of his actions. 
The constraints of hve^ however certain in 
their effects, or powerful in their operations, 
are perfectly consistent with our free choice 
and voluntary determinations, in every thing 
we pursue, for the glory of ,God, and the 
salvation of men. When the heart is engaged 
by love, the will inclines in the most free 
and ready manner. And, indeed, there is no 
true spiritual freedom possessed or exercisect 
till the heart is won to the cause of truth. — 
Then, indeed, love constrains us. Let us 
consider, 

I. fVhat Love effects. 

The Apostle's zeal in some parts of his con- 
duct; his fervency in declaring to his hearers 
the great things of God ; his fidelity ip re- 
buking sin and disorder; his warmth of heart 
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in receiving returning backsliders; and his 
constant activity in the cause of the Gospel-^ 
led some of bis adversaries to reproach him, 
as being " beside himself.'^ But he ascribes 
the whole of his unexampled spirit and la* 
hours to the love of Christ. — ** The le^e of 
Christ constraineth us'' And true it is, that 
the same cause will ever produce the same 
effects. If " the love of God is shed abroad 
in (wr hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is 
giten unto us," ' we shall no longer, halt be- 
tween two opinions ; we shall not confer with 
flesh -and blood, or suffer worldly maxims 
and ealnal policy to influence our decision, 
or our conduct, in the cause of God. We 
shall feel aiid Confess the all -prevailing power 
of divine grace. The " love of Christ will 
constrain us.'* 

1 . It dissolves the Supreme Power qfalifor- 
mer Connexions. St. Paul plainly declares this 
in the following verses: ** Wherefore" (he 
stys) '^^ henceforth know we no man after the 
flesh." * Henceforth the Christian knows no 
eftrtMy authority in matters of salvation ; 
acknowledges no temporal principles and 
maxims as rules of his conversation in Christ; 
allows no inferior motives to influence his 
behaviour towards God. — No ! " Old things 
are passed away ; behold, all thirigs are be- 
come new." " If any man be in Christ,, he 
is a new creature." ' "If any man be in 
Christ" by faith, and moved by the love of 

» IUm.v. 5. MCof. V. 16. • ^ Vertc ir. * 
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Christ in his spirit and behaviour, ** he isaf 
new creature;*' his heart is renewed, His 
yiew;s are changed, his desires are towaitl^ 
different objects, his affections are fixed "tlti 
things above; and all things,— coinpaniorts(,- 
pursuits, hopes, prospects, ^nd enjoyments,* 
are become new. The whole system of carnal 
attachments, and corrupt affections, and sinful 
inciiiiations, by which the soul was tied aA4 
bound, as with strong chains, is done away m 
Christ. " The love of Christ" has dissolve^ 
the magic spell of this enchantress, , and 
melted down the iron yoke of the world, th^ 
flesh, and the devil, by which he waa en- 
slaved. The love of Christ constrains him 
willingly and freely to give up all, and to 
say with the Apostle, ** What things "were 
gain to mCy those I counted loss for Christv 
Yea doubt lesSy and I count all things hut loss 
jor the excellency of the knowliedge of Christ 
Jesus my Lordjfor whom I ha*0e suffered th^ 
loss of all things J and do count them but dung^^ 
that I may win Christy and be found in him. 

2. It engages to arduous services and patter^ 
sufferings. The Christian, like the Apostfe 
Paul, is no sooner engaged in hearty than hi^ 
conduct assumes a new shape. At Damascus, 
immediately after his conversion, Paul began 
to preach ** that faith which quce he de- 
stroyed."* He now was found' **Vin labours^ 
more abundant, in stripes above ^ measure, rfl 
prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.'*^ Itt-^ 

* P^l Hi. 7—9. » GaU i. ifi 5 $Cer. xi. tS. 
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Stead of persecuting the Church of God, he 
qoold say, " We do all things, deariy be- 
Wed, for your edifying.'* ' ** Giving no 
Qjfence in any thing, that the ministry be 
not blamed : but in all things approving our- 
selves ^s the ministers of God, in much 
patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in dis- 
tresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tu- 
mults, in labours, in watchings, in fastingp."* 
Here we perceive that all the moral habits of 
true Christians become new formed, from what 
they were in a state of uncon version; and 
nothing now appears too holy to be desired, 
too arduous to be attempted, or too afflictive 
to be endured.—" The love of Christ con* 
^traineih us." It constrains us to do and suffer 
the Will. of God; to be holy; and to seek to be 
holy as he is holy; to be just and upright in 
^1 our dealings; to love our neighbour as 
ourselves ; and even to bless them that curse 
us and to do good to them that despitefuUy 
use us, and persecute us. Indeed, all good- 
ness, both of hieart and life, is greatly effected 
% the love of Christ. This effectual power 
of his love will be farther discovered oy at- 
tending to, 

II. How it effects these things. 

The love of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, as manifested in his humiliation and 
sttrfli^jpgs, does not necessarily effect any 
cbfngfe in the mind or conduct of all to whom 

I S<:or. lii. 19, * Chap. ti. 4, 5. 
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it is mdde I^BOwn. Alaa! there- are thou- 
jsandiS, '^ beforie w^h^ae eyes Jesas Christ bath 
been evidently set fortb» as crucified amoag 
thco)," ■ who neither admire this affectioti ia 
hio), nor desire to be influenced by it. The 
i^onstraint arisen, Bot from a mere exhibiiioii 
i)f Christ's love without us, but from its bein^ 
Aked abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost. 
And when once it is intdrnally revealed, it 
has the wonderful influence described in our 
text The word of God not only teaches us 
that ** the love qf Christ constraineth us/' 
but it informs u^^ also, how it does thii. 
We shall notice a few grounds of efficacy by 
which love operates. 

1. By its assimulating power. Christ's love 
is manifested to sinners generally, in the 
(gospel; but there is an additional discovery 
of it to the mind of the believer. The sun 
(4)ines; yet to the blind it shines in vain. 
But the believer's eyes are opened, and hi9 
BQul sweetly drawn by the attracting rays of 
the Sun ot Righteousness, " I dfew them 
with the cords pf a man, with the bands o^ 
hve'^ * The love of Christ operates in this 
kind, suasive, and alluring manner, " I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love; there- 
fore with loving-kindness have X dravm thee'' ' 
There can be no resistance to the drawings 
4Qi this love ; because it slays resistance ^ 
foinning the h^a^rt : therefore the soul replies, 
"draW;9ie, we will run after thee." ^ J)^ 

' 0»I. W. 1. » H 09, ^4. I Aer, wj^i. ?, ♦ Cwt, i. 4 
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,)believer4i now introduced into sw^t inti- 
macy, and jsacredy but awful familiarity with 
4he bridegroom of the Church. " The king 
hath brought me into his chambers." * Je3tis 
maiiifests his love to him, as he does not unto 
jthe worlil. He makes his love better thw 
wineJ" The soul now values his worthy and 
\admircs his beauty. It can say with consci- 
ous satisfaction, and supreme delight;'' ^^ Mjf 
beloved is — th^ i:hkfest among ten thouscmd^^ 
^"/lea, he is altogether lovely. This is my be^ 
loved, and this is my Friend'' ^ 

The beautiful Image, or divine impression 
of the Love of Christ is made upon the mindt 
by this discovery of its glorious excellence to 
the believer. In proportion as we see Christy 
we are made ** like him."* And as he dis- 
plays his love to the soul, it changes our 
affections into conformity with his holy like- 
ness. Nothing influences the mind like ** the 
love of Christ." Nothing so softens and 
melts it down with a sense of sin, of its 
OiJiousness, and desert in the sight of God ; 
>;iud nothing so causes the soul to loathe sin, 
and to desire holiness, as the love of Christ, 
.^hed abroad ija the heart by the Holy Ghost. 
Wow can it be that Christ's words, spoken 
by his spirit to the heart, should not leave 
.l&ir Image upon the mind." As the Father 
Mth laved me, so have J laved you; continue ye 
]k my Love.''^ The Apostle alludes to this 

ICi9Ui.4. sVer.f. ' Chap. ▼. to, 16. 4 1 JqIid, ui. f. 
'J9haxT,9« 
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assimulating power of the divine beauty as 
seen in the Gospel, when he says — We ** Ae- 
holding as in a glass the glory of the Lordy are 
changed into the same Imager from glory to 
glory ^ even as by the spirit of the Lord^^ 
None can perceive the divine excellence of 
Christ's Love, without being constrained, and 
transformed into the same likeness. Reader! 
What saith thine heart to this ? 

2. By its inspiring Efficacy. — When love 
is once implanted in the breast it fires all the 
soul. It becomes now a ruling and sovereign 
principle, to sway the whole man. This is 
the case in natural as well as in spiritual 
things. " Jacob served seven years for llachel ; 
and they seemed unto him but a few days, 
for the love he had to her.^ Paul tells us, 
" the love of Christ constraineth us.*' Love to 
a Friendy will make usy^i/A/w/ to him. Hence 
the Efficacy of Christ's Love. " I have called 
you Friends ; for all things that I have heard 
of my Father I have made known to you." 
** Ye are my Friends^ if ye do whatsoever I com- 
mand you." ^ The Efficacy of this principle 
Christ manifestly takes for granted, when he. 
says to Peter; \^ SimoHy Son of Jonas y Iwest 
thou me? He saith unto him, yeay Lord; thou 
knawest that I love thee. He saith unto 
himy Feed my sheep.'' ^— Love to a Parent will 
cause obediencey and especially under an abun^ 
dant discovery of the parent's love : In this 

» % Cor. Hi. Iff. * Gen. xxix. 20. 3 John xv. 14^ 15. 
Chap. xxi. 16. 
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'i^as manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent his only begotten son 
into the world, that we might live through 
bim/'*' — iow must needs operate towards 
Christj under a high sense of gratitude to him 
for his love to us, as ^Benefactor. " Her sins 
which are many, are forgiven; for, (or there- 
fore), she loved much."*— ^The Love of Christy 
as Captain of our salvation,'' has an inspiring 
efficacy, to produce cowra^e and perseverance 
in fighting the battles of the Lord against 
m, the world, and the Devil. A believing 
T^iew of the Love of Christ will enable us^ 
imder every difficulty, to say; ^' Nay, in alt 
these things we are more than conquerors 
timmgh him that loved us ''^ 

'8. By the honour which it introduces, andth6 
consolation it affords. — While we are warned 
against the vain enjoyments and honours of 
ibis worlll, we are encouraged to seek for the 
■* Comfort of love,"^ and for the ** honour 
which Cometh from God only."* Love we are 
told by St. John, who was himself a sweet ex- 
ample of it,' introduces the soul into the honour 
atid happiness of having communion with the 
Father, »wd with his Son Jesus Christ. ^' If 
we love one another, God dxvelleth in us, and his 
tfhe is perfected in us." " God is lave ; and he 
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God 
in him.''^ if^honour — if happiness, have any 
Potest rainin^^ffioacy, surely that soul possesses 

' 1 J<jhn, rf ; 9. » Luke «ii. 47. I Rom, viii. 37, 

4 Phil. ii. 1. $ JohA v. 44. * 1 John, iv. \%, 10, 
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tlifinv, which ei^jo^s the lovfe of Chriat; aB* 
HiOithiiiig can be too tiard for him ,ivho live^ 
binder its prevailing influence. " Ht tiM , 
hath mj commandmeiitts/' satth Chmt, ^^and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me : and h^ 
that loveth me^ shall beloved of my Father, 
and I wiH love him, and will manifest myself 
to himv" "Tfa man i&ve. me^ he mil heep^ ing 
words; and my Ftither mU Iwe hm^ andm 
t^ eomt unto him^ and mahi our abode wkh 
him:'' 

Having now set befiare you the nature df 
t^e love of Christ, caniiidered as to its pfo- 
jierties, and haw it was displayed;— ^nd the 
power of this love ; as to what ij effecDi^ 
and also how it effects it, we shall conclude 
wHh an in£&rence Or two from teh^t faeas Men 
said. 

INFERENCES. 

L PFe may kam hence how we may try our 
religion. 

We must try our faith by our love, an4 
our love by its effects. Cbiist proved im 
love to his heavenly Father, and di9playe4 
his affection for his Church, by obeying bi$ 
commandments, and by giving his life for 
his sheep. My dear reader, do you feel ia- 
dined to resort to a more pleasing criterion? 
.Oh ! be not deceived, I intreat you. This is 
a genuine rule laid down in the word of God; 

1^ John »¥.«!, S3. 
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VfdM yo^ dqxtft from this, your scml maiy^ 
Ite eod^gered ! Be assured that so much aa 
ygttk pwssesa of the lave of God m your hearty 
sp^:nnich teiigioa you possess, and no more* 
Tihiis declares t^ man who leaned on Jesus^ 
Il09om :/' Belo^ed^ let us love o»e ainother i 
for l0W is of God ; and every poe that loveth^ 
i» boriiof God, aflid know^th God« He that 
ii^veth notf knoweth laot God; for. God k 
tet^"' And Sti Paul caosiders love as tjfe© 
hwgbtestoMiamtBt^ Christianity ; andev«ryf 
thifig.ai^ of Qo ai^eoi»i!it whei^ love does ws^ 
abound. The fluent gifts of speech;, the 
confidence of professed faith ; . the SEuperior 
ktiowledge of reHgious doctrines; and the 
striking acts of genefosity, upon which such 
m^umbem depenieC St. Paul cfs^ieeiftis as ^^no^ 
thing;" or, only as ^^ sounding bras% or « 
tintfcling cymbal,** if tn*e lave txyGodiand our 
fellow-creature* fee absent.* He tells ust^iM 
charity, or love> ii; and what it does^ *^Cha* 
ri*y suffereth lo^ag,. and is^ kind; <Aarity eftvi* 
eth not; cbarity vaunteth not itself; is not^ 
'ipuiffed up ; do<^ noti bdhaAre itseiif unseemly ; 
seeketh not her ownj is not easily ^vokc^; 
thinketh no evil; rejoieeth n€A in kii^uit5r^ 
baA rcgoieeth in t&e trath ; bearetb all things; 
beHeveth all things^; hopethl ail things; eiu 
d«iretb all things ; charity never fableth."^ Aod 
in the sidcth of Hebrews, tht$ same apostle de^ 
scribes the '^ work and labour of love' as the 
distiaCtiye mark of the true Christian above 

» 1 John iv. 7, 8, * 1 Cof. xiu. 1. ' Verw ♦— 8. 
K2 
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the apostate; as what will ''accompaftysalva- 
tipn, " and as that which willstand the fiery triaj 
wheu many other gifts and enjoyments will 
be swallowed up in apostasy and destruc- 
tion. ' This " work and labour of love" was 
the distinguishing character of Christ ; it was 
the distinguishing character of his apostks;— 
and, let it ever be remembered, Christian 
feader,. it must also be tbe character of you 
and me. Try, then, your gifts and graces by 
this ' rule. '^ He that loveth not the Lord 
Jesus Christf let him be Anathema^ Maran- 
atJmr^ 

11. Herice we derive an excuse for our ear- 
nestness in matters of salvation. 

. And is it, indeed, becbme necessary that 
we should make an apology for being in ear- 
nest? Do our hearers think that we might 
speak unto them smoother things, or in a more 
indifferent manner.^ Or do our brethren, 
certain of them, think it necessary to charge 
our feeble imitation of Christ and his apostles, 
^s an uncalled-for exhibition of ardour, or as 
a proof of being zealous over much ? What.! 
Are. men's souls become of less value? Or 
can they be. saved in any other way than they 
could be in St. Paul's days? What! are the 
terrors of the. Lord less dreadful?' or our 
state by nature less dangerous? Is heaven 
le^ desirable, or eternal death more tokr- 

' X Cot xiii. 1—10. » Chap. 16. t2. 3 ^ Cor. v. 11. 
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able? What! my brethren, has Ckrisis love 
lost its power? Drd he lay dmvn his life, and 
shall we cease to commend his love ? Did his 
zeal consume him^ and must ours be cold as 
a stone? Are St. Paul's active labours and 
fervid affections to be commended^ but not 
imitated? What, then, if we are esteemed 
Enthusiastic, would be thought of kim^ were 
fie here? Oh! friends, we beseech you " suf* 
fer the woixl of exhortation." Did Christ die 
for you?' then were you not *' dead?" And 
can yau be saved without believing in Christ; 
embracing his love ; dying to the world, and 
living to him who di^d for you and rose 
again?* 

Let me ask again. Can we have the love 
of Christ in our hearts, and dying souls be- 
fore our eyes, and not be in earnest? What ! 
are we to beg your pardon, and apologize for 
coming in haste to tell you that your house 
is in flames, and that in less than half an hour 
the whole sleeping family will be buried in 
the ruins ? Is earnestness to be tolerated in 
tvtty thiivg but religion? Was not Christ in 
tamest when he groaned and died for sin? 
Was not St. Paul in earnest when he said, 
"The Z(we of Christ constraineth us?'' Is 
not the Deinl in earnest, when he ** walketh 
about, seeking whom be may devour."^ Is 
not the world in earnest, when it allures and 
invites your souls ? Is not the flesh in earnest, 

« 2 Cor. ▼. U. * Vetse 15. 3 t Pet. ▼. 8. 

k3 
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wbea k pleads for ex case «nd indulgence? 
And shaU we alone ^eep at our post€, and 
suffer jou to sleep over the brink of etemil 
de^? Then will hell make a mock at your 
pain, and you will curse us, as traitors to 
your sQulau I intreat you, hear the apostJe. 
•* Npw then we arc ambassadors for CAritt, 
as though God did beseech jfou by us: we pray 
you^ in Chrkfs steady be ye reconciied ta 
O^d.^'- What should we say of an ** am- 
bassador'^ to a rebellious and condemned 
province, who, instead of earnestiy settisg 
before the inhabitants of it their offfence 
famd their danger, were to trifle with them.-r 
to excuse their sin — to enter into their foU 
lies, — and, ky his conduct, to justify their 
acts of reunion ? What would they think 
of $ach fcooduct as this ? And what ought 
t>ur eoiidiict to be thought of, and what will 
it be thought of, in the great day, if we do 
the same? Would this he to imitate Saint 
Paul ? Would this be to be borm asstmy by 
the love of Christ ? Oh ! may our hearts 
feel the constraining power of Christ's love 
more.aBd more. This is our excuse.-^*' The 
fffve of Christ canstraineth us.'' We cannot 
resist this power. It is in our hearts *^ as 
a burning ^re shut up in our bones/'^ when 
we would smother it, and forbear to decfaire 
unto you the whole counsel of God. " We 
joannot," therefc^re, ** but /speak die things 
which w^ liftve se^n ;wd hcjird.'* 

* « Cor. T. f (K ' * Jer. xx. 9. 
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May the love of Christ constrain you to 
forsake all, out of/ love to him : and when it 
has had its perfect work in your hearts 
below, may it carry you, on the wings of 
hope, to dwell in hk love for ever, in the 
realms above. — Amen. 
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SERMON XL 



THE THRONE OF GRACE. 



Hebrews iv. l6. 



Ld U8 therefore come boidly vnto the throne of graiHb^ thai 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in ''time 
of need. 

M. HE last thing which a sinoer teams daly 
to submit to, and heartily to approve, is to 
receive salvation in the way which God has 
revealed. The native pride of the heart, and 
blindness of the mind, tend to keep us ** tied 
and bound with the chain of our sins." The 
" natural man," sees next to no evil in sin, 
and therefore he deals as lightly with the way 
of deliverance. He thinks, that a decent 
conduct cannot end unsafely; and that a 
death bed repentance will be afforded by him, 
and accepted of God. He seems thus very ' 
quietly to neglect the gospel of Christ, as un- 
necessary, or useless. If on the other hand, 
the soul obtains any sensibility of sin, it tries 
every method of reformation, or repentance, 
to wash away its stains, or quiet the clamours 
of a guilty conscience. And even when he 
finds that faith in Christ, is necessary to 
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salvation, he either waits to make himself fit 
for his acceptance, or fears that he is too un- 
worthy to receive relief; The Scripture doc- 
trine of the grace of God, however, is exactly 
what a guilty, helpless, and condemned crea- 
ture needs ; and when grace opens the eyes 
to see his state, and teacheth him to give 
credit to the Scriptures that the direction 
applies to him, it is life from the dead, to 
hear it, with the inspired Apostle, say ; " Let 
us therefore conie boldly to the throne of grace^ 
ihnt we may obtain mercy ^ and find grace to 
help i?i time of need:'^ — May the blessed spirit 
open both our understanding and our hearts, 
that we may enter, with deep interest, and 
personal application, upon the consideration 
of the two following propositions; 1st, How 
we are to approach the throne of grace ; and 
Sd, for what we are to come to it. 

riRST, — How WE OUGHT TO APPROACH 

THE Throne of Grace. 

To a sinner, broken hearted, and self-con- 
demned ; who has no righteousness, and no 
strength of his own, this subject will be wel- 
come, and delJ^htful ; while in a proud, self- 
righteous scorner of rich grace, it will excite 
disgust, and aversion. The blessings of God'3 
grace and mercy affect us according as. we 
see our need ; and are welcome and precious 
to us, as our taste for them is formed by thej 
spirit of Christ Jesus. 

• Digitized by LnOOQlC 
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I. The throne of gnice. 

1 , The allusiQR. St PauI alludes h^re to that 
wagnifippnt (J^JK^riptipn, whigh is given by 
Moses, of the propitiatory ^ w ** m^rcy ^eat.^ ' 
^* And thpu shall roal^e a n^ercy seat of pur^ 
gpld ; two (pubits and a half shall be the length 
ther^fp and a cubit and ft half th^ breadth 
therpof. And thou shalt piake two chejrubims 
pf gold, of beaten work shalt thou make 
them, in the twq ^nd« of the mercy seat. 
And wak^ one chernh on th^ one end, and 
th^ other cherub on the other end : even of 
th? mer^y seat shall ye m^ke the two clierur 
bjms in tha two end^ thereof. And the 
Ipherubims -shall str-^tch forth their wings on 
highi covering the mercy seat with their 
vjngs, and their faces sbaU lopk one to another? 
toward the mercy Kat ^hall x\\^ faceis of the 
cherubims be. And thou shalt put the mercy 
seat above upon the ark; and in the ark tlK)U 
shalt put the testimony that J shall give thee. 
And there will I meet with thee, and I will 
commnne with thee from above the mercy 
seat^ from, between the two cherubiim whith 
are upon the ark of the testimony, of all 
things which I will give tliee in command^ 
iBent unto the children of Israel" 

This ark, with the mercy seat and cheru'^ 
bim^ upon it, was placed within the inner 
veij of th^ ^bernacle, in the niost holy place, 
§^v in th? holy of holieis. St Pfiul speaks of 

I Ezod. XX?. tfi^tf • 
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It thus; ^^ and after the second veil, the taber- 
tiacle, which is called the Holiest of aU; which 
had the golden censer, and the ark of the 
covenant overlaid rotmd about with gold, 
wherein was the g6lden pot that had manna, 
and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of 
the covenant ; and over it the cherubims of 
glory shadowing the mercy seat," ' Into this 
most holy place, the High Priest went once 
every year, on the great day of atonement, 
alone; and sprinkled the blood of the sacri- 
fices upon the mercy seat before the Lord*" 
Into the second (taMrnacle,) went the High 
Priest, alone, once every year; not without 
blood, which he c^ered for himself, and for 
the errors of the people: The Holy Ghost 
thus signifying, that the way into the holiest 
of all was not yet 'made manifest.* Between 
these cherubims, upon the mercy seat, the 
Lord is represented as sitting, to hear prayer, 
to issue his commands, and to comfnunicate 
his blessings. Hezekiah addressed the Al- 
mighty upon this throne of mercy. *• O Lord 
God of Israel, which dwellest between the 
cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, 
of all the kingdoms of the earth ; thou hast 
made heaven and earth. Lord bow down 
thine ear, and hear; open Ix)rd, thine eyes, 
and see."' And the Psalmist prays; '*Thou 
that dwellest between the cherubims, .shine 
fprth." ^ 
3. Its application. The mercy seat was 

• Heb. i». 5—6. * Ver. 7, 8. J « Kings, xix. 15, !«• 

4 pb. Jux. i; 
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a type, or emblem of the " throne ofgrac^*" 
spoken of in our text. The person of Christ 
is now our mercy seat. As God resided in 
the temple between these cherubinis of glory, 
so he now looks unto his people in Christ. 
** God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them." Our Saviour has satisfied Divine 
Justice; he has magnified the law, and made 
it honourable, by his own obedience *' unto 
death;" he has made a perfect atoi^ment, 
propitiation, and satisfaction for the sins of 
the whole world, having " appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself." And 
when he had finished this work below^ he 
** ascended on high, and led captivity c^>p- 
tive."' " Through death," he destroyed 
death, and "him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil."* He is nbw seated in 
heavenly places, as the head of his church ; 
and is gloriously entitled to plead the cause 
of his redeemed, and to " give eternal life to 
as many" as the Father hath " given him."^ 
There is, in consequence of Christ's media* 
tion, a " new war^^y opened to the throne of 
God' Jesus is ** the way, and the truth, and the 
life,"* The throne of terror is made a throne 
of love ; and the justice, of God flows, in the 
distribution of grace, to all who come untq 
him by Jesus Christ. Our great High 
Priest performs the sacred functions of that 
office, as it were, over again^ in the heaven of 

* Eph. iv, 8. % Heb, ii. 14* ^ John zvii. 2^ ^ John xit. 6. 
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heavens, '* the holiest of all." •* Christ being 
' come an High Priest of good things to come, 
by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, 
not made with hands, that is to say, not of 
this building; neither by the blood of goats 
and calves, but by his own blood, he entered 
in once into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us."' *' For Christ 
is not entered into the holy places made With 
hands, which are the figures of the. true; but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us." * 

II. Our encouragement to approach it 
boldly. 

Whilst the sinner views God out of Christ, 
he is a consuming fire. But in Christ, the 
Father smiles with complacency, and delights 
to receive returning prodigals. He looks 
with eager expectation towards the troubled 
sinner, and upon the first appearance of re- 
lenting prodigality, he hastens to embrace 
him, and bid him welcome. This arises from 
the honourable way made, by the all-atoning 
and all-prevailing blood of Christ, to the 
free and out-beaming love of our heavenly 
Father ; ^ho can now exercise the fulness of 
his heart, without detracting from the de- 
mands of law and government. Jesus ther^^ 
fore has full |>ower and authority to invite 
all, and to introduce, with acceptance to the 
Father, every true believer. Tnere are two 

1 Heb. ix. IX, tt. * Ver. «*• 
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fotnts in Christ'^ characteri which make 
jlim peculiarly qualified to remove every 
atumbling block out of the way of his people. 
They are mentioned in the verses before our 
text. They are the dignity and con^asmn 
of our Ititercefsor. ^^ Seeing then that we 
have a gnat High Priest^ that is passed into 
the heavens^ Jesus, the Son of God, let us 
4iold fart our profession.** ^^ We have such 
an High Priest, who is set on the right ban4 
of tlie throi^e of the Majesty in the heavens.*'* 
Though we see Christ here invested with thp 
chi^f authority on the throne of hejiven; his 
tenderness is as great as his majesty. " We 
have not an High Priest which cannot be 
touched mth the feeling of our infirmities ; but 
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin/'* 

♦* Let us ther^re come boldly,'' says this 
feoly man of God. There is a wav for raeb ; 
a welcome for all. Cornel doubt not his 
W^ikl ; decline not his^ invitation : Fear not 
ht« refusal. But come. Come without delay^r^ 
without hesitation— without fear : yea, come 
*^ boldly J* Some critics traaislate ^is word, 
^ freedom of speech." M if the Apostle had 
said, let us come and declare freely, before 
the throne of grace, all our wants, all our 
wishes, and all our heart ; Christ, our great 
advocate with the Father, has obtained 
liberty for sinners to speak fineely, even to die 
Almighty, all their mind. And this is doubti- 

Ifieb. TiH. 1. , « Ckap. k. 15. J 
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le^ 4t grtot fcrutb, and a, gldrjous privilege, 
Bwt I odowve that t^iere is included, in Um 
Apa&tle's desigo, not anly /i^er/j^ ^ ^peef^h^ 
but " boldness.^' or 4©^ cmfidGwe of miod, m 
wr approach or ^^cceas to God, by Christ, 
This mcaniiig may be clearly inferred from 
'tbut paswagie; /w whom we Adw hldmssw^ 
49CC€0s mth conjSdsnc^ by the faith qf Jlim.^ 

And tbu$ St. Paul's view will be enlarged 
,5^nd rendered more be^utifiil. It will embrsiee 
fkK>t (mly one pftf ticul^r mode of approaphing 
God; but cj^erj/ way in whicb a sinful crea^ 
ture can draw nigb to bis heavenly Father* 
VKh^tber he looks within the vail, ^ss^p^nitef^i 
vbetber be views God ^ recondted in Ckrkt 
hy y«iM;^Whether be commends himself to 
God, ;a^ pours out his heart before bim in 
acta oi demtim and pmytr ; — pr whether by 
k$pe, or bv the ont'-going^ of the soul to God 
in any other form, of de«>)e, or dedication, tJie 
^(^y u Qpcnj and freedom of acossa is Jreef§ 
gratUed. ta cast enchQr, to rest with cofjfideme, 
0mifftU aemrance, that ail his ufants § hall be 
mpplied' 

Thi3 idea will form a inost beftutiful pon- 
tiwt, between the Momc and the Christian 
di«p^sttion ; labot only in the Priesthood and 
the sacrifices; but in the feelings and mind oi 
the wor^hipp^i. In the Qld di^pensatipn, 
th«y were under bandage to the elements of 
tbe wof:ld ; but in t)ie new, they ^re enla.agj«t 
ivith no simAi ipip^iment. Tjfi^ people of the 

1 £pb« iii* 12. 
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Jews, had no liberty of access to their king^ 
into the holiest place, where he dwelt between 
the cberubims, upon his throne, but through 
the medium of the High Priest. Nor was he. 
permitted to approach the divine presence, 
more than once a year; and then with the 
greatest attention to the ceremonial observ- 
ances. When he went into the most holy 
place, to sprinkle the blood of atonement upon, 
the mercy seat, he was previously to take a 
censer of burning incense, that the cloud of 
it might cover the mercy seat, and so conceal 
the divine presence from his sight. And this 
was required, on pain of death. " And the 
Lord said unfo Moses, speak unto Aaron, thy 
brother, that he come not at all times into the 
holy place within the vail, before the mercy 
seat which is upon the ark ; that he die not'"^ 
" And Aaron — shall kill the bullock of the sin 
offering, which is for himself; — and he shall 
take a censer full of burning coals of fire 
from off the altar before the Lord, and his 
hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and 
bring it within the vail : and he shall put the 
incense upon the fire before the Lord, that 
the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy, 
seat, that is upon the testimony, that he die 
not:''' 

Thus, in old time, was the approach to the 
divine presence, difficult and dangerous. No 
one was even suffered to remain in the sane- 

» Ltv. xf i. J. % Ver. 1 1—13. 
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tuary, while the High Priest went into the 
most holy place ; ' and many died for not at- 
tending to such injunctions. — What a glorious 
contrast does the holy liberty obtained by the 
intercession of Christ, form to the awful dis- 
tance kept under the law ! All may come; 
priest and people — yea come ** bodly," come 
to ^' the throne'' itself. Jesus has sprinkled 
his blood upon it; Jesus offers our prayers to 
God, and a holy ** cloud of incense," rises be- 
fore the throne, " acceptable to God, through 
Jesus Christ:" justice is honoured; and the 
throne of wrath is become a " throne, of 
grace." •* Gh-ace reignsy' here, "through 
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ 
our Lord." ' Grace and love, pity and good- 
will to man, reign as sovereigns upon this 
throne. The Father's love ishines in the face of 
the Son ; and nothing can prevent tht access 
and acceptance pf any that come. And all 
this arises from the intercession of our great, 
and synnhpathizing High Priest. 

May we enter fully, heartily, and experi- 
mentally into this inspiring language of the 
Apostle : " having therefore, brethren, bold' 
ness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesusj by a new and living way, which he 
hath consecrated for us, through the vail^ 
that is to say, his flesh; and having an High 
Priest over the house of God ; Let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance of 

•^Lev. xvi. 17. * Rom. ▼. 21. 
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£utb, having our hearts ^riokkd from M 
evil coniK)ience, and our bodie$ vas^hed with 
pure water/'" Approach theD, my fdtev- 
#innfifs, with ell freedom, ** for ye nre not 
ocwe iji^to the xnouut,— thut burned wi^th fiie, 
nor unto blackness, and darl^ness, und tem^ 
pept.^ — But ye are conie unto Mount Sion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
JenM^lfi^, and to an innumerahle ^oomvpany 
of ^ngds, to the general assembly apd chuccli 
of the first bom, which are written in heav^ 
asd tQ Gpd the judge of all, und: to the spirits 
of just men made perfect, and to Jes«s tlie 
Mediator of the new covenadt, and to the 
blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better 
things than that of Abel."* 

The dkpmiiim in which we must approaoh 
this throne of grace^ is a hofy faith ; repent* 
ance towards God, and faith in our Lord 
Jesiis Christ. . In him, our prayers will find 
acceptance. And hope will revive and en- 
liven the soul in all its diiScult attempts. 
We shall learn wliat St. Pai>l means, when he 
says, respecting hope, that it is ^' a^ anchor 
of the soul, both sure and steadfast, apfd 
entereth into that within the vail; whither 
the forerunner is for us altered, even Jesai, 
ipade an High Priest for ever, after the order 
pf Mejchisedec," ' All things are laid up m 
Qhri^t to be administered to $uch as '^ c<»pe 
untp God by him."* — ^This leads us tp 
consider, 

» Heb. X 19-28. . * Chap. xu. 18, 22—24. I Chap. vi. 19, 2S. 
^ Chap. yH. 25. 
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SECONDLY,— The Bx-essing^ we sf;iyi^ 

Tp OBTAIN. 

These blessings arc comprised under the 
tcrin« "»iercy'' and *^ grace " ^^ Mercy,'' 
has respect to our prerioas state of misery, 
and guilt. Before we come to God through 
Christ, we are sinners; Guilty before God, 
and under the most wretched and pitiable 
slavery to sin and pollution. We "come" "to 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy.*' " Which had tM obtmted merey, 
but iK>w have abtinned mercy"' Mercy; 
implies the pardon of aM our sins; the justifi- * 
cation and accceptance of our persons before 
God; and a title to everlasting salvation 
by faith in Christ Jesus. ^* Being justified 
freely by his grace, we are made heirs ac* 
cording to the hope of eternal life/* The 
unconverted sinner fears, when alarmed for 
siti, that there is no mercy. And the greatest 
kunts have nothing to hope for, in them- 
selves. But in Christ, God waits to shew 
^inercy to the unworthy. And frotn such an 
High Priest, it would be the greatest dis- 
honour to fear that anv mercy should be 
withheld. " How much mom" (adds the 
Apostle,) ^* shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal spirit offered himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience 
from dead works, to 3erve tlv? living God,'' 
that ** they which are called might receive 
-die promise of etei^nal inheritance." ^ 

^ t Pet. ii. 10. * Tit. iii, 7. 3 Heb. ix. 14. 15. 
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*^ GracCj^ is that free unmerited favour of 
God, which operates in the souls of those 
who approach the throne of grace, to sanctify, 
copsole, support, make meet for, and pre- 
serve them unto everlasting glory. Grace, 
sheds abroad asweet and divine love in the 
heart of true believers. It changes them 
into the image of God ; purges their con- 
science from dead works; inflames their 
mind with an holy ardour after a glorious 
immortality ; and sanctifies them as vessels; 
pure and holy, for their Master's use in the 
eternal mansions. As grace begins, so grace 
will finish the whole work. We are not suf- 
ficient of ourselves, to do a good thing, or 
think a good thought. It is grace, from 
which " all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works do proceed." Grace is 
the kind hand, by which our Redeemer stoops 
to lead us into the presence of his Father. 
Grace, gives wisdom, strength, and perseve- 
rance " against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil." And gr^ce will crown the w^ork 
which it has begun, in immortal felicity. 
There are however in the Christian's course, 
certain peculiar 

Times of need. And. under these seasons 
especially, wc shall find it necessary to apr 
proach freely to the " throne of grace." It 
will be of importance to uS to know what a 
sacred privilege we enjoy ; and to exercise 
all our powers in obtaining blessings when 
we need them. '^Seasonable' aid and as^ 
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distance under all situations, and in every 
" time of need." We shall briefly notice a 
few times qfneed^ in which we shall find it 
peculiarly blessed to have assurance of ac- 
cess to God for ^* grace to help'' us. 

I. JVhen we make our first serious effort to 
turn to God. 

This is a time of great need. And nothing 
hut *' grace'' can save the soul from sinking 
under its weight of sin and difficulty. And 
nothing but a throne of grace; free grace; 
and free, and welcome access to it, through 
a sympathizing and all-sufficient Mediator;, 
could induce it to take refuge in the only 
'^ hope which is set before" it. The first 
approach of a soul to God, is sometirpes 
difficult, dangerous, and protracted. Satan 
will roar; the world will allure; and his own 
experience perhaps awfully afflicting. His 
con&cience is burdened with guilt, which 
urges him to flee to Christ: but his half 
divided heart, still lingers; — the vengeance 
of a just God, overM'hehns him ; and his 
purity^ forbids him to approach : he dares 
not remain in sin; and he knows riot how 
to be delivered : he must set sail, and he 
launches forth into the deep : but the winds 
are boisterous — sin presses him down — satan 
rages furiously — He strives and fights hard 
in his own strength — He partly looks to the 
throne of grace, but his heart fails him — He 
is now ready to sink; but, under the appre- 
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ImmoQ of sure deatructioo, he makes a JatH 
eflfortv-^-He steetcbe^ forth hi» haml to lay 
ho]$i on tba roc^ but not being divested of 
aU coafidance in hinifiielf, an overwhelming 
billow drives bim back to sea — He is uo)m 
without strength, faint, and sinking; but 
carts one longing look to "Me throne of 
grace^^' HTyixxp '^ Lordsave, I perish'^ Thii 
IS liii» time of need ; and heboid help is oh- 
tained. Jesus puts forth bis band, and 
saypL unto bi«t " Oh I thou of little f^itb^ 
)^b<»«foie didst thou doubt."' 

II. In pressing Seasons of Darkness and 

4fftiction: 

It is not of much consec^ence what sort of 
trials our heaviness arises from. It is the 
Haie of the soul undo: inexplicable circum«- 
fttances, which makes the " time of needJ' 
Ify^ekiaKs bones were broken ; tht,Psalnmt^s 
bed did swim with tears ; Job's cap. was 
universal misery ; and St. Paul's trial was a 
messenger of Satan to buffet bim. Noitt% 
during the iearly operation of these tribula^ 
tions, our .minds will prol^bly feel grievous 
and varied affections. Not knowing what to 
expect from them, or how to interpret them, 
we may be ready to put unscriptural construc- 
tions upon them, and to write bitto: things 
against ourselves* Like Jeremiah^ ^ the 
6rst, perhaps, we sl>all conceive that we have 
" seen aiffliotion by tl>e rod of his \walh4" 

> M8t.xi;r. 31. 
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that God ^^ hath ltd as/ and brought us iortoi 
darkness but nol i»to light." " Thoa hast 
ooveiwd thyself with a cloudy that our fvayet 
shoBld not pass thcottgh." * Or like the 
Psalmist, " My sore ran in the night, attd 
ceased not : My soul refused to be coaiforted : 
iremembered God, and was troubled : I cotn- 
pkittcd, and my spirit was ovct whelmed." 

And if indeed we get into a habit of view«* 
iflg our own impurity and desert, in con- 
nexioo with the dirine glory, and hoUoessy 
tbe^ore we think upon God in this way, the 
more we^hoii be ^^ troabied.'' We shall be coo^ 
strained to acknowledge, as tlie Apocryphal 
wciter did concerning Esther. '* Then" *' she 
»tw»d before the king" — " and he was pay 
drea^uL Then liftkig up his^ countenance 
that shone with majestj^ he looked very 
fieeoely apon her, and the queen fell down^ 
Md was pale, and fainted," " Then she said;'* 
" my heart was ttoublcd for fear of thy 
Hiagesty." And what! though we may have 
beea often into the presence of God ; }-€t, if, 
by any spititual bhndness, We forget that 
•* GocC" out of Christ, "is a consuming fire/' 
and we atteoofxt to approach " mot according 
to the Law,^' * w« mu«t expect to tremble for 
the gJorif of Im mcgesty. This is a " time of 
need." And what can we do but go to ^^the 
thcone of grace." Jesus will then leap from 
his throne, and embrace us in his arms, and 
eomfort us " with loving words"— and wiU 

* Lain. ill. 1> 2, 44. ^ £st. U* 16. 
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say, '* I Am thy brother, be of good ch<wr,"V 
" go in peace." . " My grace is sufficieut fop 
thee ; for my strength is made perfect in .thy 
weakness/' The *' cloud'' is done awayiir 
Christ. • 

III. In sickness and in death. 

SickDCSs and death, when the mind is not 
prepared, are the most terrible of all enemies. 
*' The sting of death is sin," And when the 
soul is brought down, **with pining sickness," 
and every earthly comfort gone; no hope 
left of long surviving, and no expectation of 
mercy beyond the grave, hoM' awful is the 
case! Perhaps the soul may look back upon 
its past life and tremble. It may. possibly^ 
take refuge in a few sighs, and slight confess 
sions of its former guilt ; never forgetting to, 
make excuses ; palliating . what it camifii 
justify, and hoping all will be forgiven, as he 
has *' not keen a great sinner S' But if gmlty 
after all, press upon the conscience, and- the. 
sinner has nothing to say in arrest of judg* 
ment, what a '' time of need is this! Friends • 
can only weep over him — the minister can 
only speak the sentence of condemnation in 
his guilty ears. Where then is the refuge, 
but at the '' throne of grace." Wliere his 
plea? But this, *' Lord pardon mine iniquity'' 
for Jesus' sake. And what would be the 
reault of such ^ prayer. We dare not say 
much here; lest we should encourage pre- 

r Evther jLf. 8. 



d by Google 



THE THRONE OF GRACE. 217 

sumptuous, '^mi false, and delusive hope. 
Our fears, howe^'^er, arise not from the want 
of sufficiency or willingness in Christ; but 
fipom our doubts about the dying patient ap- 

f reaching "the throne of grace," in truth, 
br when any one, even at the last hour, comes 
to hiniy he wiil in ** no zoise cast him out.*' 

But w'hen the i^oul can break through all 
the dark clouds which hang over the valley 
of the shadow of death ; in that case, it can 
gloriously appropriate the blessings of our 
text. Mercy is obtained ; grace is found 
sufficient, in this " time oj need'' Viewing 
Christ, as David did ; the soul can say, thou 
hast ** made with me an everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things, and sure;" ** this is all 
my salvation, and all my desire."* Thus, the 
dying pillow is sweetly soothed; and the 
thought that our sins are forgiven us for his 
name's sake, gives a divine satisfaction, at the 
near [prospect of the parting moment ; "death 
is swallowed up in victory;" and the soul 
desires " to depart, and be with Christ which 
\% far better. 

Addrkss. 

I. 7b those who are afraid lest God should 
reject them^ on account of their unworthincss. 

Why do you entertain such an unworthy 
thought of God? Do you wish for heaven 
for .your own merits.^ Or, do you seek td 

' Sain*.zxiii. 5* 
L 
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establish your own righteouso^an, at the cx?^ 
pense of Christ's mediation ? Do you indeed^ 
and in truths seek for the salvation of youf 
soul? Do you desire to receive it freely a$ 
God has freely given it ? To honour him^ and 
enjoy him for ever? I will suppose, that 
these are your Views, and wishes. Why, 
then, my brother, my sister, do you fear to 
approach God ? Do you say, He is holy I 
He is just I — He is so. Yea, " glorious in 
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders.** ^ 
But is that any reason why your faith should 
be spurned ? your prayer despised ? your 
hope cut off? Do you believe his word? ** I 
know that thou belie vest," in part. But why 
not trust the whole? Hath he not promised 
to receive all that come to him by Christ? Are 
not Christ's merits all-sufficient ? Can you be 
afraid of a flaming sioord issuing from " the 
throne of grace? It is impossible. Christ*^ 
blood has sprinkled that throne, and« only 
grace reigns there, to those who seek by faith 
the great High Priest. Do you know. of an^ 
who have been rejected? Look to the ages 
that are past, and see. You are unworthy. 
True ! you are indeed. The more you know 
of Mw, the better. But is not Christ as 
righteous as you are unworthy ? Is not God 
as merciful as you are miserable? Has he not 
accepted Manasseh, Paul, and Magdalen? 
And suppose your guilt were as great i$ 
.theirs, or as all theirs united : it would be a 

I £xod. XV. 11. 
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giseater sin than all this to despair of the 
mercy of God in Christ. I entreat you, look 
up to Christ. '' He ever liveth to save"—, 
**.ta save to the uttermost." O thfen ! believe. 
^^ Oome'' to his ^^ throne (^ grace i*' and be 
as^red, that Christ hmseff may as well 
perish, as any one^ however unworthy, who 
ctmes " unto God by him.'' 

II. To those who have embraced Christ as a 
Saviour. 

Oh ! happy souls. " Blessed are the people 
that have the Loird for their God." AH things 
aa*e yours. All your trials will soon end, and 
be as though they had never been : or rather, 
with a "far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory" attached to them. They 
have worked, and will all "work together" for 
your good. You must expect " times of need'' 
But your privilege is to expect also, seasonable 
grace. The throne is opened for full and 
free access. The bowels of the Father yearn 
over his children. And as to your Saviour, 
what is said of him ? " In all their affliction 
he was afflicted."/ Your High Priest is 
'* touched with thejeeling of your infirmities."*^ 
Oh ! then, " fear not." You are in safe 
hands. Jesus " suffered^ being tempted^" and 
" Ae w able to succour them'" also ** that are 
tempted."^ You see, byjaith: you anticipate 
through hope: you enjoy by prayer y the 
^^ throne of grace." You enter now "into 

> Iiaiah Ixiii. 9. » Heb. iv. 15. ^ ji. is. 
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that within the vail." Let this fire your 
soul with ardour, satisfaction, and gratitude. 
You have now, I trust. . ^t times at least, a 
"joy umpeakable and full of glory.*' But if 
ihtjirst fruits are so delicious, what will the 
harvest be ? If a drop is so cheering to the 
fainting so^il, what will b^^ the rivers of 
pleasure which are at his right hand for 
evermore. Go on, beloved : the crown is 
before you. His promise ifi| ** to him that 
overcometh, will I grant to sit with me in 
f% throne, even as I also overcame, and am 
set down with my Father in his throne.''^ 
Oh ! ** blessed are they that sit down at the 
wftirriage supper of the Lamb." ** Cast not 
fiiway, thererore, your confidence, which hath 
gijeat recompense of reward."* Dishonour 
ncM; )^our profession: but look to the time 
wh^n you shall see Jesus as he is, in his ever- 
lasting kingdom. 

*^ Now unto him that isfftble to keep you 
from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceed* 
ing joy, to the oniy p^ise God our Saviour^ 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amett. 

« Ret, iii. f 1, * Hcb. x. S5. 
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V : SERMON XII. 

THE HIGH PRIEST OF OUR PROFESSION. 

J.- Hebrews hi. i. 

ffherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heaveidy caUk^, 
' consider the Apostle and High Priest of war prefessien, 
€Msi Jesus. ^^v 

laAINT Paul was "wise to win souls. He 
had here got a subjiect of vast importance tio 
enforce, and he takes the best measures to 
ensure success. In order to engage the best 
aiections, and purest attention of his people, 
he takes care to manifest the spirit he would 
recommend. A minister who feels the power 
of his own doctrines, has the more reason 
tt hope he shall not declare them in vain 
to. others; The Apostle's soul was filled 
with a high sense of the dignity of his Lord 
and Master; and hia heart was cdnstrained 
by his love. This led him to an activity 
and zeal, which could only be equalled by 
those who saw Christ as be saw him ; and 
:^it the same spirit which inspired his mind, 
immediately atter his conversion, Saint Paul 
comparatively knew nothing, and was "> de- 
termined not to know," or regard " any 
l3 
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thing, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified*''* 
Having therefore Christ in his person, 
character, and offices, always before him, he 
could not but speak of his love, and com- 
mend his grace to the Hebrews. IVherefare^ 
holy brethren, partakers of the heaveniy catlmg, 
consider the Apostle and High Priest of mr 
profession, Christ Jesus. 

May I address ^otf as ** holy brethren par- 
takers of the heavenly calling?'' If so, then, 
I beseech you to join with me in imploring 
the blessing of divine grace, that we may pro^ 
fitably consider the three following particulars* 

1. The persons whom St. Paul addresses^ 

2. The great object which he sets before 
them — S. The duty which he recommendsi 
We are to consider 

FIRST.— The Persons whIl^i St. pAirt 

ADDRESSES. 

He here speaks of him according to tfaw 
profession; as what they ought to be, under 
such circumstances ; as what many of th^d 
doubtless were; and as what his ardent an^ 
unfeigned regard for tlv^m, led him to d^ire 
that they all might be, — viz. " holy bretlpaa, 
partakers of the heavenly calling." This is 
a sweet character, and it is connected widt a 
gracious prvoilege. May your coBduct and 
imine, prove its reality in our own case. Tbh 
will be a blessing indeed ; for " without holi- 
ness, no man shall see the Lord." * 

' 1 Cor. ii. 2. ' % Heb. %iU 14* 
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I. AlltrueChristiansare^^ Holy Brethren.'' 

1. " Brethren.'' What a character ! How 
«weet the language. How endearing the 
consideration ! " Brethren." They are of 
one family — one body — one blood — one heart 
—one hope — and of one heavenly Father. 
True believers are all the " sons of God." 
They are " borny not of btood, nor of the will 
!^ the fleshy nor of the will of many but of 
God." ' Being made the sons and daughters 
of the Lord Almighty, by faith in the gospel 
erf his son, they are brethren and sisters to 
me another, however they may be discrimi- 
nated in this worlds through that appoint- 
ment by which kings reign, and all our 
stations are directed in wisdom. They are 
of one family now with the holy angels^ who 
both delight to call them ^' Brethren," * and 
to do them service.' They are moreover, 
Brethretiy in relation to Christy their eldet 
Brother. As he took upon him their flesh, 
Uiey are ^^ all of one : for which cause he is 
.aqt ashamed to call them brethren."^ Tlie 
Apostle adds: ^^ In all things it behoved 
bim to be made like unto his Brethren."^ 
An(i he himself is found prophetically " say- 
ing,. I will declare thy name unto my 
Brethrra, in the midst of the church will I 
siog praise unto thee.^ 

S. •^ flbi^ brethren." How characteristic 

» John i. 13. * Bev. xni. 9. 3 Rev. i. 14. ♦ Hcb. ii. 11. 
5 Tar. 17. « Ver.lf. 
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is holiness of those who are soo5 and daughter 
of a holy God. This is the grand distinguish- 
ing mark of real christians : they are *• holyJ'^ 
Pojssibly the writer might have his eye upon 
the peculiar character for holiness^ which 
the Hebrews, as a nation, bore ; but which 
was found to be strictly applicable only to 
them that are " sauctiii^d in Christ Jesos.*^* 
Of tke^e he might truly say ; " ye arc ^ 
a<;ho$en generation, a royal priesthood,, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people/'* €)f these^ 
he might say; Ye were chosen^ redetmed> 
separated from tlie wc^ld^ aod adopted kito 
the family of God, for this very purpose; 
^' Ton, tlutt were ^pmetiioes alienated, and 
enemies in youf mind by wicked works,. ye6 
now hath h^ reconciled^ in tlie body of tns^ 
flesh through. death, ^to present yon.holyy uti^: 
blameable, and unrepro^eabie in bi& ^bt.'^^ 
With what propriety, miy biethren^ can ypt* 
s^nd I lay claim to the. indiaipensable qualhy 
of holiness ! We must possess it, not iUiname 
only, but in deed a»d ju truth. The title €& 
" Brethren'' is merely a Qomplimeut, except 
you are '^ holy.'' Then, it is happy ifid^ed. 
The Apostle seems to Relight, (and why 
should not we?) in calling Im people. 
*' Brethren;' But his satisfaction arose from 
the charitable hope and expectation that they 
were " holy Brethren." *^ I charge you hy 
the Lord, (hat this Epistle be nead unto all 

• 1 Cor. 'u2, » 1 P^f. ii, 9. « Col. u «1, f2. 
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"^thofy Brethrerf'^ " Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God/'* 

II. Thet/ are *^ partokers^ of the heavenly 
calling. ^^ 

I. The ^^ cattingj'^ here spoken of, is not 
any external relation mefrely to the Christian 
charch ; hut that sacred and spiritual effect 
of the grace of God by whicn the soul is 
"called out of darkness into marvellous 
light." ^ This is a " hewenly calling." It is 
heavenly in its origin, nature, and tendency. 
Tkit Isy it is from God as its author, and as 
the efficient cause of our effectual calling. 
It is lu>ly in its nature,- and' confers holiness 
upon ©very one who i& a partaker of it. 
*^ Who hath saved us, and called us with 
an ho^ calling, not according to our works> 
hut (according to his own purpose and 
grjipe:, which was given us in Christ J€sus 
before the world h^an."* Saint Paul always 
considers this calling, as of a Ae?/^/ nature; 
kod as that which binds professors to a pure 
zmd worthy conduct. • I " beseech, you that 
ye walk worthy of the vocatioa wherewith 
ye are called.*'* And again, "God hath 
not called us unto uncleanness, but dnto 
h^ness:\^ 

S. Tltis holy calling leads to heaven as the 
ultimate end. Whatever comes from heaven, 
is holy and " heavenly" in its nature, pro- 

« i The»8. ▼. 37. * Matt. v. a. 3 1 Pet. u. 9. ♦ « Hm. i. 9. 
5 Eph. iv. 1. ^1 Thcss. if. 7. 
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duces gracious effects upon the-hearts of inafi- 
kind, and leads back to heaven again/ as 
naturally as water returns to the ocean from 
whence it flowed. It elevates the hearts and 
affections to things above, in all them' ^ that 
love God," and " who are the caUed accord- 
ing to his purpose." ' It inspires them with 
the hope, and gives them an earnest of 
" keaveniy' enjoyments. This ea^pericnce^ and 
this prospect constrain them to " walk worthy 
of God, who hath calkd*' them " into his king- 
dom and glory.'''' With St. Paul, they can 
say, " I press toward the mark for the prize i£ 
the high catling of God in Christ Jesusr^ 
They believe that this ''high;' this "Aenvcitfy" 
inheritance is the blessed design and effect of 
their being called out of the world and siil, 
to ser%'e the living and true God. They trult 
fully, and with perfect confidence, to the 
declaration of the Apostle : " He called you 
by our gospel to the obtaining of the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ f'^ Oh! blessed pro- 
spect. This will induce every soul to re^rd 
the apostolic injunction to Timothy, " Fight 
the good fight of faith, Lay hold on eternbl 
life, whereunto thou art also called J May 
" the God of all grace, who hath caUed us 
unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have suffered awhile, make you ner- 
fect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To nibi 

* Rom. viii. t8. ^ 1 Tbess. ii. If. 3 Phil. iii. 14. 

* t Thess* ii. 14. ^ 1 Tim. vi. 12. 
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be gfory and dominion for ever and ever. 

Amien. ' 

, We are to consider^ • 

SECX)NDLY.— The ©reat object which 

HE sets before THEM. 

This object is the " Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus." It 
implies every thing kind in God; exalted 
and gracious in Jesus Christ ; and happy (in 
its design) to the children of men. Believers 
make a '• profession" of the Christian reli- 
gion ; they pledge themselves to be the Lord's 
laithful soldiers and servants to their lives' 
end J. they solemnly renounce allegiance to 
aijy other sovereign, and reject the tempta- 
tions and allurements of the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil. Of this ^* profession," Jesus 
Christ is the " Apostle and High Priest." It 
w in him^ that they profess to believe ; it is in 
him they hope to stand ; and it is in him that 
they trust for recommendation — for strength 
— for defence — for assistance — for perseve- 
rance — for salvation. He is the first and the 
last, the Alpha and Omega, to every true 
brother and sister in the Lord. There is none 
in heaven they desire before him, nor in earth 
that they esteem in comparison of him> ■ 
He is, 

I. . The " Apo&tk'' of their prqfesmn. 

, ■ 1 Pet. ▼. 10,11. 
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"Apostld," A»€ans "Messenger/' or one 
^^ senf upon the sacred errand of man*s salva^ 
lion. Christ Jesus was ei^pcjcially ** sent" inlQ 
the world for this purpose. The Scriptures 
3peak of many thiijgs relative to CnristV 
being "iew^" as t|j? Savipur of mankind. — 
He was engaged in covenant with the Father, 
before the worlcl was,, to be ^' sent'' m due 
time to save a ruined race. The counsel of 
Peace \vas^ between them bath. And with 
a view to Christ as ^the^ messenger of the 
cov^nantj the Almighty /&ays;, "I the Jjor^ 
have called thee in rigbteou&nca^ and will 
hold thine band, ^nd will Ijeep thee^ and give^ 
thee for a covenant pf^ the people/", — He wm 
foretold as such^ long before his coipipg in the 
fle§h. .ThePatris^rch JacQ|) looked forward 
to the coming of Shiioh as the restorer of peace, 
and as the centre of union to the di&pdrsad 
children of God. "The sccfptre shall hot de* 
part from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between 
bis feet until Shibh come; and to him shall 
the gathering of the people be." * And Mi^jse^ - 
truly said unto the fathers, ''A Prophet shatU 
the Lord your God raise up unto you of yqw 
bretjiren, like unto me; him shall ye h^ftf 
in all things whatsoever he shall say unt^- 
you/- In consequence of these predictioBS, Ae 
was cvpected, and desired^ by mankind as well 
as promised of God. *' Behold, I will sepd my 
messenger, and he shall prepare the w^y bo- 
fore me; and the Lord^ whom ye skalt' seekt 

1 Isa. xlii. 6. « Gen. xlix. 11. 
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Shall suddenly etme to his temple^ even the 
mssengef of the covenant, whom ye delight in ; 
behold, he shall come; saith the Lord of hosts.'' ' 

This happy event, so ardently longed for 
by th^ faithful of old, was in the appointed 
time fulfilled, ** When the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons."* Our Lord 
mi unfrequentiy speaks of himself, as the 
£^at4e, or sent of God. He addresses liis 
heavenly Father, under this designation ; ana 
intimates his design in thus coming; and thq 
authority which he has obtained over the. 
church of God — ^" As thou hast sent me mio^ 
the world ^ven so have I also sent them into 
the world." ^ And with the same subject be- 
fore him, he says to his disciples ; ** peace be 
unto you : as my Father hath sent me, even 
so send I you."'* The kind office upon which 
Christ was " sent," is afterward declared: but 
he himself explained it in quoting the prophet 
Isaiah — ** The spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me; because the Lord hath anointed me to 
pfeach good tidings unto the. meek; he hath 
sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound.'' ^ 
This office however which Christ was sent 
into the world to fulfil, is more fully ex- 
pressed by 

» Mai. ili. 1. * Gal. iv, 4. ^ johu xvii. 18. ♦ Chap. xx. Jl. 
^ Isa. Ixi. 1, 
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II. The title of " High Priests 

1 . Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ was^ 
not only a' priest, but " High Priest/' He 
was chief of all priests. He excelled every 

Eriest that went before, or that typified 
im; in his nature, his character, his appoint- 
ment, the execution of his office, and the 
effect of his offering. He was " a great High 
Priest;*** a compassionate " High Priest.''* 
A "faithful High Priest."' Christ was in- 
stituted to his office, by the solemnity of "an 
oath."* He was of a superior ** order."' He 
was perfect in his nature and character " with- 
out spot;" while all others were sinners.* 
His Priesthood was all-sufficient, and un- 
changeable. " By so much was Jesus made 
a surety of a better Testament."^ St. Paul 
says " this man, because he continueth ever, 
hath an unchangeable Priesthood."* He re- 
ceived a superior anointing to all his fellows."' 

2. The office of the High Priest, who was a 
type of Christ, was to make an atonement for 
sin.^ And (at least, I suppose, on the g'reat 
day of atonement,) to intercede with God for 
the people, that their persons, ' and their ser- 
vices might be accepted of him. In each of 
these respects, the " High Priest of our pro- 
fession, *^ Christ Jesus," is abundantly more 
'* worthy" of " glory than Moses," or Aaron 
were, in the execution of their sacred func- 

' Heb. it. 1 4. * Ver. 15. 3 Chap, il IT. ♦ CbAp. ▼«. tO, 
s Chap. V. 6. 6 Chap. iz. 14. vii. 38. 7 QhMp* vU. n* 

* Ver. «4. 9 Chap. i. 9. * Chap. ▼. 3. 
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tions.' He has made a '* full, perfi^t and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, 
for the sins of the whole world," so that there 
^'. is none other satisfaction for sin but that 
alone."* The glorious perfection and God- 
like dignity of liis character, made it unne* 
cessary to offer " often times the same sacri- 
jfice/ for sin," in order to satisfy divine 
justice, and make a perfect propitiation; •* for 
this he did once, when he offered up him- 
self."* No, this " High Priest over the house 
o^God," ^ hath " by his own blood," " entered 
ift once into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us."^ Now the blood 
of bulls aod goats, could never take away 
sin. But the precious, and ever to be adored 
•* High Prie3t of our profession," hath at 
" once" taken ^' away sm by the sacrifice of 
himself" 7 

He also gloriously excels in the perfection 
of his intercession, and in the prevalence with 
which he recommends our souls to God. 
It wais a painful truth to the Old Testament 
saintSi that ** the law made nothing perfect; — 
but the bringing in of a better hope did ; by 
the which we draw nigh unto God."* It is not 
now, as it was under the law, a matter of 
doubt, whether any aton^ement is made for 
pur deadly sin ; for no sin is too great to be 
washed wnite in the blood of the lamb : And 

^ Heb. iu. 3. * ComoQunion Serf ice, sod Slst Article. 3 Heb, x. 11. 
-^ 4^Cbap.vii,87. 'Chap. x.2]. 6 Chap ix. 12. ^ yec 2(. 
S Chap vii. 19 
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na sinner is saofFensive to the divine purity^ 
or so obnoxious to divine justice, as not to re^ 
ceive a hearty welcome, if he turn unto Godv 
in Jesus Christ '' He is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for iliKBm.'" This is encouragement 
to the most unworthy. This is surely satis- 
factory to the most scrupulous. Who can 
enjoy the consolation of being introduced to 
the Father, through the merits and by the all 
prevailing intercession of *' tlie Apostle and 
High Priest of our profession Christ Jesu^*' 
without having both his understanding and 
heart deeply engaged in the contemplation of 
the person "who has done this^ for him ? This 
observation introduces the last particular,, 
viz. — 

THIRDLY.— The duty which St. Paul 

RECOMMENDS. 

'^ Consider the Apostle and High Priest of 
our Profession Christ Jesus." The ApDsdle 
wished to call off the mind of \m people H^tn 
worldly and temporary objects, to the due 
consideration of that which alone was truly 
worthy of , their highest regard, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. May you and I, dear reader, 
consider this object. We are often capti- 
vated with scenes lesa interesting than the 
life and death of the Son of God. And we 

I Heb. TU. 95. 
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BW often drawn out into admiration of per- 
sons whose distinguishing qualities bear no 
pfcoportion to those of Christ Jesus; who^ 
gi?eatness perhaps was displayed in doing 
dvii rather than good, and whose wisdonni 
may' have manifested more of artfulness and 
CKinning thanof the heavenly spirit that dwelt 
iuJihn. But we never saw> if we have not seen 
Jesus, ah* object like him. We never con- 
tentplated ■ dignity arid grace, so mingled; 
ami^so employed. We never knew greatness' 
stefi rtransccndettt, condescension so lowly; 
worth ^o meritorious, a person so lovely, a 
design so disint^re^ed, offices so mysterious; 
work so pet feet, sufflferings so undeserved, a' 
spirit so mild, victory so complete, and graee 
so free. If we were not pisrsonallff mttte^ted 
in the consideration of so exalted a Being, 
his character is such as would mark our 
earthly-mindedness and want of spiritual 
taste in k high degree, were we to neglect it. 
The angels, though not connected with 
Gbtlst Jesus^ as their Redeemer, still ^ de- 
^^ to look inta" these thitig^ which^ are 
displayed in oi&ri salvation.* Anfd snrely no' 
argumoit ougitt to be necessary to engage' 
us to the due consideration of our own 
interest, and of our Own felicity. 

The word -* fowifer," implies, not merely 
to look and examine, so as to understand 
superficially ; but a bending of the mind to 
the object with great study, seriousness, and 
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diliKCDce, so that the soul may at once com*- 
prehend its nature, be absorbed with deUglrt 
m its beauties, and fixed in the interesting 
contemplation of its perfections. The whole 
hearti and the whole soul should be led to 
*• consider.'' Want of due consideration of 
this object and of the obedience due to him, 
formed among the Jews the most })rominient 
feature of their transgression. Ood com* 

Elains of them in this language. ^^ The ox 
noweth his owner, and the ass his maater'i 
crib; but Israel doth not UmWy my peopk doth 
not consider.''^ How manvi in every age, will 
be found carelessly and tnconsideratekf to 
go on spending their time and strength in 
self-indulgence, and in sin I How many are 
there, to whom the Prophet's woe applies! 
*^ Woe unto them that rise up early in the 
morning, that they may follow strong drink; 
that continue until night, till wine inflame 
them ! And the harp, and the viol, the 
tabret, the pipe, and wine, are in their feasts; 
but they regard not the work g/' thenLord^ 
neither considee the operation of his handai'"^ 
Consideration of the Messiah is predict^rBs a 
blessed feature in the character of kings and 
great men, in the latter days: And the 
wonders of Christ's person, sufferings, and 
success, form the glorious scene. '' Behold, 
my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be 
exalted and extolled, and be very high. . As 
tnany weire astonished at thee; his visage was 

■Isa.i.3. sClu4>.v>ll,12. 
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$0 marred more thsm any msm, and his form 
more than the sons of men : so shall he sprmkk 
mam) nations; the kings shall shut their 
mouths at him: for that which had not been 
told them shall they see; and that which they 
had not heard shall they consider. " * 

JVe should propose to ourselves xoorthy dk' 
signs in onr consideration of Christ and hint 
crucified. 

1 . His exaltation and honor. It seems im^ 
px>s$ibie to Qonsider the person and the work of 
Christ, the design of his coming in the fleshy 
and the effect produced by his sacrifice; 
without feeling the «oul glow with the love 
of his name, and the heart and tongue on 
fire to sound his praise. Who can consider 
this great sight, *' God manifest in the fleshy'^ 
and not fall down and worship him? Who 
can behold a still more wonderful ^cene, if 
possible, this same divine person dying for the 
creature's sin ; and not exalt and extol his 

frace and love ? Who can view the depth of 
is sufferings, and the exquisiteness of hja 
agony under the Wrath of God, when it 
pleased the Lord to bruise him^ and put him, 
to grirf; and see him rising triumphant over 
all his tremendous foes — sin, death, and hell 
—more than conqueror, and not feel the soul 
bursting with praise of his valour, his con- 
stancy, and bis grace ? The sight of Mosesi 
when he beheld the bush burning '* with fire, 
and the bush was not consumed/' was little, 

' Is. liL 13-15. * 1 Tim, Hi, 10. 
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compared \rith this J Reader ! d6e« notyottf. 
heartburn Within you, while Jesu^ talketb' 
With you bv the^ way, and while he 6peiietW 
to you his i6ve, and the designs of his g^irt 
and sot-rows ? *• Conside?^' this, then, aiid 
exalt yoiir Lord. Ob! let our hearts W 
thus engaged, with the ransonied of the Ldrd 
in- his mansions above. "We give thee 
thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which wt^^ 
and Wast, and att to come ; because thou hast 
taken to thee thy great power, and hast 
reigned.'^* Let us join with the ** tea 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousand! 
of thousands ; saying with a loud voice, 
** wortkt/ is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
powl^y and riches, and wisdom^ and strength^ 
and honor, and glory ^ and blessing \* yes, we 
would say : ** Blessings and honor, and glory ^ 
andpozverj be unto him that bitteth upon the 
throne, dnd unto the Lamb for ever.'' ^ 

2. Self abasement. The more worthy the 
Apostle and High Priest of our profession is, 
for having been slain, and fov having rede^taecr 
iis to God by his blood/the more it bl?8riflks' 
us to abhor ourselves and " to repent in <hW. 
and ashes. '* * If stick a sacrifice was necessary 
it was the infinite hcinousness of our gtm 
that made it so. " He was wounded for our 
transgressionsj he was bruised for our it^ 
guities.''^ If *^^ such an High Priest becarke\ 
usT ^ It was because our sin was too greal? 

lExod. iii. e. *Re?. xi.l7. 3 Rev, v. 11-13. ♦JobKiii.6.' 
s iMiiA Hii. 6. ^ tfeb. vii. $6. 
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tft be atoned for by. any inferior saciifice- 
b^use our persons were too polluted and un; 
v^ihy to be recommended and brought back 
to .God) by any inferior personage ! And can 
M^i^r contemplate the^e things, and not be 
hi^bled ? Impossible ! Oh ! my friends, if 
3K)U would see your guilt and^ desert, in their 
pfQper colours, *' consider the Apostle and 
High PrieiPt of our profession Christ Jesus." 
^•Consider," was it needful that your Lord 
should die ? That infinite worth should make 
an Qtonement ? That the eternal Son should 
intercede? Then, was not your sin infinite 
likewise? Could eternal 4eath have shewn 
the crimson hue of sin like \!k\fl Oh ! it is 
doubtless true, that tliose will oe the humb- 
lest spuls which ** cqfisida"^' most duly and 
mo^jt scripturally, " tfte Apostle and High 
Priest qf our projessim Christ Jesus. " 

3, To inspire our hope. If we properly 
** anmder'' the perfect sacrifice of our " great 
High Priest," and the wprthines^ and au- 
^^9RliS5:^^ our intercessor, we may be quite 
sa^^€^>tbat our persons will be accepted, 
^dypYfiry sin blotted out through faith i^ 
him; '* for he ever liveth to make intercessiQp< 
for them/' and *' to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him.'' ' Your faith an4 
mine, dear reader, may be some times weak, 
apd always imperfect, but Christ's work is 
pe^rfect^ and Ms salvation sure. It is not 
the strength^ but the reality of faith, that 

» HeV. vii. 25. 
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binds our souls to Ohrist. He that was the* 
author; will be the finisher of our faith. For^ 
I im speaking now of those who seek th#* 
Lord. Let us •* consider'' Christ Jesus^ We' 
think of the dmne majesty^ \t may be, and* 
there we perceive a consuming fire. We look' 
upon the hely laxvy perhaps ; there we find a 
double flaming sword. Do we examine our 
awn hearts? Alas! They sink within US| 
when we consider what we are and what w6^ 
ought to be. But now let us turn to^ " consider* 
the Apostle and High Priest of our profeswon/' • 
This view^ is death to our fears, and the life of' 
our hopes. *^ Christ Jesus" is Jehovah's' 
equal and our friend. The law is honoured^ 
and satisfied by his " obedience unto death.'* 
Its curse is removed and the sting of sin 
plucked out; and the promise is, ^* sin shall 
not have dominion over you." * What dcr we 
then need more ? Let us rest here the whole 
weight of our hope. Our cause - is in snH' 
hands. The atonement is complete; and 
the suretyship is sure. Remeinber St. Piul'^ 
words and be satisfied. " When we w^re yet 
mthout strength^ in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly'''' Look well to this importjmt 
argument of the same Apostle, and teel the 
confidence it 4s calculated to inspire. " If 
zvhen we wei^e enemies, we were reconciled t^ 
Gody by the death of his Son, much more^ b£i »g 

RECONCILED, WC shall BE SAVED BY HIS 
MFE."' ; , 

4. We should " consider" Christ Jesus as 

> Bom. vi. 14. ^ Rom. v. 6. ^ Rom. t. 10. 
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the *• High. Priest of our profession, in order 
to encourage our efforts. If we have not yet 
tasted that the Lord is gracious, and relin- 
quished our sins for his sake; a due considera- 
tion^ of this sublime object is the only thing 
whidi is likely to deter us from sin, to invite 
us to approach God, and to encourage us with 
assurance of success. Art thou a sinner, im- 
penitent unbelieving, and rebellious? " Con^ 
sider'' Oh ! thou desperate creature, I have an 
errand to thee from the Lord, ** Now there-" 
fore thus saith the Lord of hosts; considep 
your ways.'' In Christ's stead, " now, I pray 
you consider from this day and upward."' 
Oh! do not delay. Consider, the Apostle 
and High Priest of your profession. Consider, 
what he suffered forsin^ and will you continue 
under its dominion? Consider, if you provoke 
him to wrath, he will fall upon you and 
grind you to powder. Consider, now is the 
accepted time," ^^now is the day of salva- 
tion."* Oh refuse not the consideration of 
his love, the provisions of his grace, the' 
kindn^es of his heart; lest he should ^^ swear 
in his wrath that you shall not enter into his 
rest.''^ Then, but oh ! how awful ! you may 
have opportunity to all eternity , to consider the 
object you have losty and the misery you must 
endur^i but not one opportunity allowed you to 
" believe to the saving of the souV * 
The true believer will find the considera- 

« Hag. i. 5.— ii. 15. * 2 Cor. vi. «. 3 Heb. Hi. 11. 
♦ Chap. X. 59. 
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tion of Christ, as the High Priest of his 
profession, the only way to establish his 
mind, and encourage his efforts. He proba- 
bly must go through much tribulation; 
Christ did so. He must subdue sin and 
conquerthe world ; the noble army of mar- 
tyrs, recorded in the eleventh chapter, did 
this. ; But how did they do this? Thejf con- 
sidered Jesus. They by faith rested upon his 
sacrifice and upon his power. They by faith 
considered how he overcame, when the hour 
Qf the wicked, and the power of darkness 
were upon him. Are we troubled, tried, 
tempted ? Let us " consider'' the troubles 
and temptations which' he endured; and the 
premise that all shall " work together, for 
good." ' This will '' lift up the hands which 
hang down, and the feeble knees." * This wz^ 
St. Paul's advice, his conduct, and hia con- 
quest: "Let us run with patience the race 
tnat is set before us, looking unto Jesus ike 
author andjinisher of our Jaith ; who for the 
joy that was set before him, endured tte 
cross, despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God." 
See, ye troubled, faintitig souls, your Saviour 
JesMfii. ^' Consider him that endured sudi 
ccmtradiction of sinners against himself, 
kst jfe be wearied and faint in your mtBdiM^ 
Amen. a 

• « Rom. fiii. fS. * Heb^ xU. 1«. * Chap. xii. l-^sJ^ ' 
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' THE IMPORTANT INQUIRY. 



HXBRBWS ii. 3. 
X^'^hw shall we eaoaip^ ^we negketso great sahfoiion* 

Jt HE i|piorance and error of mankind, ^re 
in nothing so conspicuous, ^s in that which 
it most ofi all behoves them to knoMr. God 
has given us a very clear and intelligible 
revelation of his will. In it, our privileges, 
and our duties, shine as with a siin beam; 
diat our principles, and our conduct may be 
conformed to the will and image Of God. 
£ut without divine guidance, we read this 
revelation, and find nothing/ We do not 
discern the design, nor comprehend the mittd 
<rf God in the word, of his truth, ^e consider 
this as a means afforded, by the light andoald 
of which, we are to effect our own salycttion. 
God intends it, as the medium through which 
the riches of his grace shall be made effectual 
to salvation^ for the glory of his owi\ Son 
Jesus Christ, and for the praise of his holy 
name. ''As the heavens are higher than the 

M 
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earth, so are his ways higher than our wayf, 
and his thoughts than our thoughts/*' The 
greatest contrast between the thoughts of 
God, and those of man/.appears in this; Man ~ 
looks upon nothing as closing the doors 6i 
heaven against hinr,^bufrthe grossest and most 
flagrant of external transgressions : G od, views ^ 
the sin of the hekrt, as the greatest evil. 
Man, is conscious of guilt, most of all in 
those things which are offensive to man : But 
God considers as most heinqus, the neglect qf 
his Son. This idea was so manifest to tHe 
view of St Paul, that ^he declares this sin 
(could we suppose it to stand alone) would 
exclude the soul from everlasting glory. Anil 
for the propriety of his decision he appeals to 
ourselves— *^H(tw shall we escape^ if we neglkt 
so great salvation f^ May our hearts be bro- 
perly directed to the due consideratio^n of tlie 
three following barticulars : — 1. The great 
salvation. 2/ When it is neglected ; and, 3, 
The impossibility of escape to those who do * 
neglect it. 

FIRST. — Wz SHALL FIRST CQ^^JAIPEH: JB^ 

GREAT Salvation. .^ 

The salvation of the Gospel is the mpst' 
wonderful, and 'most magniificent work of 
God. It is perfect in all its parts. We can- 
not survey it with a pious affection, and pnf 
lightened Understanding, without b^ing struck' 

* ■ ■' ' t Isa.lT« 9. ^ t »*i)A 
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w|||i| its grandeur and beauty. The peculiat; 
exgellepcy of the Gospel salvation, not only 
g^^^.}? it precedence to every invention of 
BPi^p;' but a striking advantage above the 
Jewish dispensation, which was also of God. 
Tnl? greatness of this salvation will be seen, 
if we consider — the Persons engaged in it-^ 
the Price paid— the mighty Work effected— 
thjsf^hry reserved. 

t The Persons engaged* 

ft^e Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are con- 
cerned^ and united to effect our salvation. 
The; Father's love, the Son's redemption, the 
Holy Spirit's sanctifying efficacy, are involved 
in our salvation. " God was in Christ, re<:on- 
ciling the world unto himselt^ not imputing 
their trespasses unto them ;" * and the Holy 
Spirit takes of the things of Christ, and shews 
tneni to us. Christy indeed, is spoken of as 
more especially the author of this ^Ivation* 
And its greatness may be inferred from the 
greatiiess of his character, apd the dignity of 
his person who has wrought this salvatioii. 

dhrist is " over all, God blessed forever."* 
''^ The brightness of his ^Father's) glory, and 
tlife express image of his person."* "The 
mighty. God) T^e everlasting Father, The. 
Prince of Peace." ^ Ht upholds " all things 
by s the wor4 of his power." ^ He possesses 
ail t)ie perfections, and claims> all the divine 

MM. ▼. W. ^ * Rom. 13U 5. ' ' Heb. i. 3. ♦ Im. ix, 6. 
5 Heb. i. 3. 
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faoaours which are peculiax to the only living 
and true. God, Indeed, *^.he crated ill 
things,.an,d for his pleasure they are and wcie 
created. ''^ We may be quite sure,' that a 
*' salvation" which was " so great" a^ to be 
undertaken, and which was necessary, to be 
undertakeii, by a person so truly divine^ must 
be .great indeed. Biit.we find that. thU Was 
really the case. He was. appointed of tli6 
Father for this end. ** God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son!^'' 
Christ voluntarily engaged to effect this 
great work, that the end might be secured, 
"And being made, perfect, he, became the 
/iWifAor. of eternal salvation to alt thein th$t 
obey him." ^ 

How ^^ great' then must tliat ^' sizlvatiot^ 
be which required the work of so great a 
hand? we very justly infer the greatness" of 
\an undertaking, from the greatness of the pjer* 
socage, employed. At least, we fairly may 
do this, where wisdom and propriety are cofir 
cerned in the appointment. No wise prince 
employs his grea^^^^ statesman^ yyhtre an inr 
ferior servant would answer his designs. .And 
.we are well assured, that .the Aln>ighty, and 
"only \vise God" would not have sent lifts 
*^ only begotten Son, " . if men or angets cbold 
liave effected our salvation. . Perfect wisdOna 
fJoci nothing in vain. . Nothing fgr uteless 
|)araLdc; notWng that is not .»ee4fuj fot the 

^ 'HcvJT'li. *Jo^.m. 16. .. 3Heb.T.9» . 
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b<^QOur of his law*— the atonement for sin-— 
^e salvation of the soul. To promulgate 
j^law, indeed; to make known the divine 
Mil to men ; and to persuade them to be re- 
conciled to God; creatures like ourselves 
are employed as ministers: But for the work 
tf this " great salvation'' no created being is 
equal. "And he saw that there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no intercessor ; 
th&refore his arm brought salvation unto him, 
and his righteousness it sustained him." * And 
St John tells us that " no man in heaven, nor 
iir earth, neither under the earth, was able to 
open the book,*' of the designs, and of the 
salvation of Almighty God : But the lamb 
that " liad been slain:' Well might St. Paul 
call this " so great salvation r It was a work 
suitable to this Almighty hand. A work 
compatible with divinity alone. " O sing 
uptd the Lord a new song ; for he hath done 
f7uin7e//9ti^ things: kis right hand^ and his holy 
arm hath gotten him the victory* The Lord 
hath made known bis salvation.'* * 

^ IL The price paid. 

. ; The consideration of our felicity must neces- 
^rily rise in greatness, and importance, from 
ue consideration of that which procured it. 
The merftorious life, and precious death of the 

, feon of God, were only sufficient for this pur- 
pose. How wonderful, that he should be the 
sacrifice destined " before the foundation of 

' Isa. lix. 16. liiii. Si « Ps. xcviii. 1, 2. 

M 3 

Digitized by LnOOQ IC 



S4<5 THE IMPORTAKT INQUIRY. 

• 

the world." ** Ye know that ye were not j^ 
deiemed with corrujitible things, aa silver bj^A 
gold, from your vain conversatiqp;-^but w^h 
the j^reciom blood of Christy as of a lamb wi^* 
out blemish and without ^pot."' Thia i^as 
^^ precious blood:'' His blood, was ilot the 
blood of mere man ; nor 'were his the suffering 
wd death of an angelic being; no, it was He 
who is God as well as man, that ^^ purcha^dthe 
church with his awn blood''* That such a 
price should be necessary, we might easily 
suppose frdm.the character of God, and fixxpn 
the malignity of sin. But who could haye 
devised; much less have expected so glorious 
a propitiation ? . We are assured, from the 
divine oracles, that no salvation could have 
teen effected, without the precious death ©f 
the Son of God. The divine attributes ; his 
jjustice, his purity, and sovereign authority 
ovet his creatures forbade it. " Wtthqstt 
shedding of blood is no remission."^ ' . 

St Paul not only declares the propriety of this 
sacrifice, to purge away sin, and to propitiate 
divine justice, but asserts its necessity ^for 
these ends. It was ^' necessdry that the patterns 
of things in the heavens should be purifi^ 
with these; but the heavenly things them'^ 
selves^ with better sacrifices than these.""* He 
tells us, that God had ^< no pkatwrt^ in any 
legal sacrifice.^ And it must have been the 
same, with eoery supposable sacrifice of 

■ 1 Pet. i. 18. * Acts XX. SB. ^ Hcb. \^, «, 

♦ Vcr.«3. « Cli^.x.S. 
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wfa^er^ nature; which should be attended 
iwth ifnperfection: as every one must have 
befett, which was less than divine. Tlicn said 

• Ghrist, ^' Id; I come to do thy will, O God/" 
Both the -Hif^* Priest and the blood-shedding 
of that High Priest, are more than inthnated 
to be necessary. Such an High Priest became 
us,^'* That is, was suitable to our case, and 
needed by our awfully desperate situation. 

''Aid' so was' this sacrifice moreover necessary, 
fot the display of the divine glory. " It be^ 
came hAm^ for whom are all things and by 
whom' are all things, in bringing many sons 
linto^ glory, to make the captain of Dur 
%n\^iit\(m perfect through sufferings."^ ^ It fc- 
amte kim to require the ** sufferings of Christ.'* 
Then it would not have been becomings or 
suitable to his perfections ilot to have re- 
quited it It was therefore a sacrifice^ sait^ 
^Mi to God's perfections, and necessary to 
their display and satisfaction. The propriety 
H^^ necessity of Christ's death to make an 
atonement fof sin, are taught us by our Lord 
Inn^elf. They are tmgfai, both as required, 

'Ibj^ the Old Testament, and as necessary to 

-glorify Ood. " O fools, and slow of heart le 
Believe all that the prophets have spoken: 
bught not Christ to have suffered these 
'ihmgs, and to enter into bis glory." ^ And 
again ; *^ then opened he thdr understandings 
that they might understand the Scriptures^ 

I Heb, k. 9. ^ Cl\ap. ViL 26. 3 Chap. if. 10. 

4 Lake zxiy. S5, 5(6. 
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aiiid.he said unto them; thus itA^zprittemi. atfd 
^Aii^St behoved Christ to suflfer, and to rise^ 
from the dead on the third day.? V And will 
sanation htBx any proportion to the merit. ofi 
the cause which procures it? Then will that, 
salvation be great indeed ! 

III. From the mighty work effected. 

Here we may he. brief. Not only i« the 
law magnified, by the obedience unto dewth, 
of thd lawgiver, and God more glorified thani 
he 1 could have been by the eternal su£Eerpiga^ 
of all mankind; but Satan is defeated and 
cast out; his captives rescued, and himself} 
led captive, by this Prince and Saviour. The, 
soul is delivered from a depth of sia au^. 
defilement, inconceivable, but to those iwhose' 
eyes are. opened by the light which beams; 
from Christ, the Sun of Righteausness ; the> 
guilt . contracted, and the, misery incurred,, 
are only exceeded by the boundless mercy^ 
of God,, and the riches of grace in Christ 
Jesus ; the world is crucified, to those wha 
partake, of this salvation, and they are crivi 
cified to the worlds who were before capti^ 
vated by its vanities, and idolizers of its falsjS 
allurements . Ham great this salvation is, can 
only enter into the. mind of those who feel 
their glorious emancipation from spiritual 
thraldom : who, safe upon. the. Rock of Ages» 
can view, with adoring and grateful refiec? 
tion, the tremendous and dangerous gulf 
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^iWbk;b they have past ; and who, with a holy 
<56nfidenxre of eternal bliss, can look, without 
^^ismay, upon that place which yawns from 
I)eneath; and upon those hellish fiends as dis* 
appointed of their hope ! 

. IV. The Glory reserved. 

It doubtless belongs to the eternal enjoy- 
ment of heaven alone, to display the full 
perfection, and true greatness of Christ's sal- 
vation. We cannot now tell *^ what we 
^Hbe."' The images, however, made use 
^ and the forietaste graciously administered, 
give us soriie faint idea of that happy event. 
It is a complete salvation ; an ** eternal weight 
ofglory ;''* a view of Christ " as he is;" and 
a likeness to his perfection; a fullness of en- 
joyment of the ** breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height of the love of Christ, which 
p^seth knowledge ;" a being ^^Jilled with all 
the fullness oj God.'*^ It is represented by 
thrones of dominions, crowns of honour, 
palms of triumph, and rivers of *' pleasure 
atrhis right hand for evermore."* By-evfery 
similitude which can fill the understanding, 
fire the imagination, inspire the will, and 
riavish the heart. How greats then, how 
wonderful is this salvation ! May you and I, 
dear reader, sweetly and permanently realize 
the divine song-T-** O Lord^ I will praise thee: 
though thou wast angry with me^ thine angei^ 
if turned away f and thou comfortest me. 

' iJr hn Hi. 2. « 2 Cor. U. 17. 3 Eph. iii. 18, 19. ♦ Ps. x?i. 1 1^ 
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Bcholdy God it my Mhoatim: I mil trusty and 
not be afraid; for the Lord Jehaoah is im/ 
strength and myfaong ; he alio is become ny 
salvation. Therefore with joy shall' ye draw 
water out of the wells of sdhation.'' ^ And can 
any heart be insensible, and any tongue be 
dumb to the praise of ** so great salvation ?" 
This brings us to consider, 

SECONDLY, — When it is neglected. 

What ! neglect salvation! " so great salva- 
tion!" a salvation purchased by the blood it)f 
Christ, and '* which at the first began to be 
spoken * by the" same " Lord !'' * a salvati6ii 
Vrbii^ht out, and the fitst glad tidings of it 
declared by Christ himself! That »uch a 
salvation should be neglected^ is not obly 
lamentable, but surprising. GrieVous, how- 
ever, as the case may be, the fact is not (^ly 
trtie, but common. Many, very many, Wlio 
bear the name of Christians, \^ neglect" ^his 
" salvation." We need not examine ftito 
retired and sequestered resorts of infidelity, 
blasphemy, and atheism ; or have recourse to 
the gross and impious behaviour of abandoned 
and profane pretenders to Christianity, i? 
order to find those who ** neglect so gfeat 
salvation." Our attention maybe confined 
to those who. Under a more specious guise of 
religious profession, will still be found to 
neglect this salvation. This saltation i» 
neglected^ 

'Ist. xii. 1— d. % Heb. ii. S. 
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* I. When Gvspel doctrines are made tight of. 

^i^ ^ow painful is the discovery we are obliged 
. i^tjnake, in our acquaintance with the reli- 
, gious world! We find the great mass of 
professors, paying a sort of respect to Chpis- 
cianity in the gross, yet denyii^ it in detail. 
They acknowledge the religion of Jews 
Christ, as a whole, but reject many of the 
essential parts of which it is constituted. A 
Unitarian professes to be a Christian; yet 
. rpbs Christ of his Deity, his blood qf its 
atoning eflScacy, and. the Holy Spirit ©f/ his 
pperations. Others, more orthodox, will 
receive the doctrine of the Trinity, of the 
atonement, and perhaps of justificatioa by 
Christ; or possibly, some other doctrines of 
the Christian faith ; while they nevertheless 
imbibe such inadequate, if not erroneous 
notions of original sin, of the corruption of 
pur nature, of the regenerating influences of 
the Holy Spirit, and of the vital efficacy of 
faith in Christ, as must justly denominate 
them: neglecters of Christ's salvation. 

But it is very manifest, that these, doctrines 
of the gospel are of essential, and vital import- 
ance. They are the truth which is to make 
us free. They constitute the distinguishing 
ifeatiures of this " great salvation/' They are 
, tjheessence of " the Holy Scriptures, which are 
: able to make, us wise ujuto salvation, through 
f^ith which is in Christ Jesus.**' If wc slight 

M 6 
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these truths, we neglect the " great, sa^ira- 
tion." It is involved in them, it is revealed 
b}" them, it is canveyed to the soul tbrougb 
them. Therefore says St, Paul to bis beloved 
Timothy, " holdfast the form of sound words^ 
which thou hast heard of me, in faith and 
love which is in Christ Jesus."' And he 
warns the Galatians that, when they had for- 
sakeA these doctrines, they ^^ were, removed 
from him thai called them into the grace ^ 
Christf unto another gospel.''* The way oi 
error, is the way of death. Let the read^ 
beware, and " give the more earnest heed 
to the diings which" he hath " heard, lest at 
any time*f he ^* should let them slip.*'' Let 
me exhort you in the words of Moses: **S€t 
your hearts unto all the words which I tcsttfy 
among you this day. For it is not a vain 
thing for you ; because it is your l^e'' * 

II. When internal religion is slighted. ^ 

This source of neglect, in the present day, 
is closely connected with the former; and 
will be found, probably, to be, in^some'Case^ 
the parent^ and in others, the offspring of 
the neglect of important doctrines. True 
doctrines, and vital religion commonly go to- 
gether; but there is a too frequent separation 
of what God has united. We ofGen ' disicovex 
an tMrthodox, and sojnetimes an evan^ical 
creed, where there is no genuine ^ life of 

' «Tini. i. 13. » Gsl. i. 6. 3 Heb. ii, 1. 
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religion, and where no soul-reviving efficacy 
of ue doctrines professed is earnestly desired 
or expected. A heart devoted to God, — ^a 
lamA fixed on. eternal things, the soul alvoe to 
God through Jesus Christ, are essential^ consi* 
derations ia religion, fiut how often do we 
perceive something considered as nearly the 
whole of religion; which is either hereditary, 
Baptismal — simply moral, or consisting in ex- 
ternal observances; as attendance at Church, 
worship in the family, reading a chapter in 
tiie Bible, or such like means of grace; while 
the internal effect ^ and transforming change of 
hearty which are the life and soul of those 
means, are disregarded, and perhaps despised ! 
Such characters, notwithstanding their pro^ 
fesped respect for the gospel generally, are 
frequently found among the bitterest enemies 
of. internal religion, and of course among 
those who '' neglect so great. salvation.'- The 
very life and essence of Christ's salvation, is 
the religion of the heart. It was the heart 
which was departed from God: And it is the 
heart that is at the foundation of all true holi- 
ness and ^acceptable services, which the Chris- 
tian religion brings back to Him. " With the 
heart msm believeth unto righteousness."^ 
Wi thout, this i»^er/Mf/. formation of real cha- 
racter, we are no better: in the sight of God, 
nn4tT all our reMgious profession, than 
" whited ^sepulchresiu which, indeed, appeal- 
beautiful outward, iRit are full within of 

' Rom. X. 10. 
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dead men's bones, and of all undeamieas/-^' 
Internal religion is as necessary . to our hap- 

Einess as it is to our safety. There is^^ no 
oliness without a renewed heart; and *' with- 
out holiness no man shall see the Loiti«^* 
Those, therefore, who slight internal religicHi, 
slight the very essence of the Gospel <Jf 
Clu^ist, and consequently " neglect so great 
sahation.^^ 

III. fVhen morality is made unnecessary. 

True and genuine morality flows from a 
new heart through faith in Christ, and is a 
rmost important part of salvation. Our Lord 
came to ^' destroy the works of the Devil.*' * 
And St. Paul instructed Timothy to teach the 
doctrines of justi^ation by the grace of God, 
and regeneration by the Holy Ghost, as a 
foundation, *^ that they which have believed 
in God might be careful to maintain good 
works."* He considers the " defiled and iin- 
beUeving^'* ^ as much the same characters; 
and intorms us that the Gospel teaches, ai^l 
that the grace of God inctines the soul to, 
every good work. " The grace of God, that 
brinceth salvation, hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly; in this present world.'' ^ 
Our daviour assures us, ^^ herein is my Father 

' Matt xziii. 27. « Heb. xii. 14. JlJohniii. 8. 4 Tit. iii. 5> 7, 8. 
5 Chap. U 15. * Chap, il 11, IS. 
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gloHJiedf that ye bear muchfrmi; so diall ye 
Hbie my disciples." * r 

* Indeed, so iitifportant is this portion of 
tHigion, that our Lord is represented as 
making k a great branch of his main dei^gn 
in coming into thewc»^ld: and St* Panl in* 
forms us, that those only can. have scriptural 
hope of heaven, who are conformed toCbrist^s 
gracious design. He assures us, that ** ow 
Saviour Jesus Christ gave himsi^lffar us^ thai 
fie might redeem us from all iniquity^ and purify 
^fffo himself a peculiar people^ zeahu$ of good 
^ttwA^.'** We see here, that it is both the 
design of Christ's coming, the work of his 
redmnption, and the very character, the pe- 
euliar character, of his. servants, to be puri- 
fied to himsey*, ^.n A zeeUms of good works. Ob, 
then, let it ever be remembered, t^at. any 
pretensions to value for Christ, or any hope 
of hiS' favour, without this charactery is only 
an awful proof of self-deception. Yet how 
many are 4;h«pe, who pretend to religion (and 
« some cases even wish to make their works 
a condition of their justification), who are «o 
very partial in their good works, and so ex- 
tremely conformed to " this present evil 
ifrorld," from which Christ came to ^^deUver 
ui,"' as to prove in the most convincing 
manner, how much they " neglect so great 
Mhation.'' 

IV. H^heh Christ is not lived upon by faith. 

1 John XV. S. ^ Titus ii. 13, 14. ^ Gt\. u 4. 
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Christ 'is the life of the soul, and faith >te> 
the bond of union with him. " The \r6&\ 
which" the Christian lives ** in the flesh," M> 
lives "by the faith of thevSon of God/'^J 
This sacred union of the soul with Christ, is 
the source of all spirituality, and excellence, 
in the Christian's character. This is truly^the 
fountain of his salvation. Not, then, to liv« 
on Christ by faith, is itiost essentially to 
neg4ect his " great salvation/' Yet we find 
some living, as it were, upon a regularly con- 
stituted creed, in which a •' living faith" (in 
their view) forms no essential paft : aatt 
others, upon the orderly course of moml 
excell^ce, not issuing from the life of God 
in the soul of man. And a third class, mak- 
ing much of certain experiences, coiisistiiig 
of unwarranted and unscriptural frames and 
feelings, which are .considered as constituting 
a high degiee of religious perfection : but all, 
living rather upon these^ as. their salvation, 
than upon Christ. Some are proud of their 
orthodoxy; others, of their morality; an^' 
too many esteem themselves ** righteous, and 
despise others,"* who are putting in the place' 
of " Christ, and him crucified," their own 
superior views or experiences in religiMis 
matters. 

It is thus, my dear reader, that nunibef$ 
deceive themselves and others. The pride cHP 
the heart — vain-glorious deceit — self-right- 
eousness—self-love — attachment to the world 
— indolence, and.loveof sin — party applause, 

' Gal. a. 10. » Lake xTiii. 9. 
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aod pai^ distinctians, cause millions, to> ne*^! 
g)<^4 under different forms, and differetit 
delusicms, " so great suhation.'' It is tbu$,» 
tbat a religious profession, or , mere moral 
conversation^ is made a shield to screen thfe 
heart from the arrows of conviction, under a 
proud conceit that it possesses an interest in 
Christ and his salvation, at the very moment 
that it is substituting its own righteousness, 
in .one shape or other, in the room of it. We 
shall now, by way of imprwement^ consider, 

THIRDLY,— The iMPOssiBiLity of Es- 

CA?E TO THOSE WHO IDEOLECT IT. 

-The hopeless case of such persons is more 
stritogly represented- to us in the ApostleV 
form of speech than it would have been by 
the most pointed negative. He makes us 
judges of our own case; and he. thus brings 
the conviction more cuttingly home : for. we 
are laid, under a kind of necessity of shaping 
some answer. When he asks, " how shall we 
escape?" doubtless, every one cbncerned in 
the question must answer it for himself. Ouf 
Lord dealt with the Pharisees in. the salme 
manner; and addressed their consciences, in 
order to convince them of their hypocriay, 
tyranny,, and injustice, with this interroga- 
tory : " Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
haw can ye escape, the damnation of hell?'" 
,With such examples before us, we may well 

* Mfttt. xxiii. Sa. 
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be e3i:cused in adopting the sathe mode of 
address. Permit me, then, as in ** Christ's 
stead,"^ solemnly to ask you, If ye negltct 
so great salvation, ^^ Haw shall ye escape f" 
Answer me — answer the question to your own 
conscience. How shall you escape the wrath 
of God ? How shall you meet the face ^f 
Christ? You doubtless hope to escape $ biit 
hoar can it be ? You should not have vague 
and delusive, but true and scriptural grounds 
Ibr your foundation. If you build your sal- 
vation upon it, your foundation should be sure. 
But what says the Bible? ** There is none 
other name given under heaven, among men, 
whereby we must be saved."* And, again, "He 
that belie veth not, is condemned already." — 
And, V He that bdieveth not the Son; shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
bim/" Butyoudonot, perhaps, absolutely 
rgect Christ; you pay some respect to him, 
and to his word, and therefore you hope to 
escape. Let me then seriously iiiquire, 

\ I. JVill any of the foregoing excuses serve 
your turn. 

I would not, I dare not deceive yoo. Qhl 
do not you deceive your own soul. Can yoo, 
for instance, rest satisfied that you shall escape^ 
' J. If you make Hght of gospel doctrines. 
What! Have these truths no relatiotf to 
Christy and to sahation through him? Aife 
they no essential part of that reyelation, 

ifCer. T.IO. 'AcUir.lf. 3 johnUi. 18^ 36. 
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which we must believe m order to escape die 
wmth to come? What! are we not " begat* 
4^n agaifif by the word of truth'' Is it not the 
iruth that *' shall make you free'' Horn then. 
Mall ye escape? 

Ql Or can you feel comfort in the view 
of ^ judgment to come, if you^%A* internal 
religion? What! Is religion j then, only a 
name ? Does it consist in word^ but not in 
fmzmrf Are you sure^ then, that the apostle 
meant that the constraining influence of 
rX^Ugion should be corded to ancient times? ' 
. Is thUt text, which says, ^*In Christ Jesus, 
neither circumcision availeth any thing nor 
uncircumcision, but a new creature'' ine^pU-' 
cable* to t>ur days?- And when St. Paul says, 
'* you hath he quickenedj who were dead in 
trespasses and sins;"^ are you satisfied to 
ask again, ^* doth he not speak parables ? 
** Hcm^ then shall you escape ? ' 

3^ Or, can you find refuge in th^t day. 
If you neglect morality ? What ! Neglect 
go^dworks^ and be a Christian ! " Is Christ 
then the Minister of sin?"^ Hath not God 
V chosen us in him before the foundation^ of 
the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before him in Icve?"^ Are not Chris-^ 
tians his '^ workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordomtd tlmt we should walk in them ? " ^ Oh ! 
then, my friends, I am sure '^ ye have not so 

r 1 Thcss. i. 5-10. » Gal. vi. 16. ^ Eph. ii. 1» 

* 4 Gal. U. 17. ^ Eph. i 4. 6 Cbap. ivlO. 
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Uarmd Christ; if so be that ye hwoe heard him^ 
, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in 
Jesus:'' 

4. Or are you prepared to hope, should yoil- 
live and die without a life of faith? Alas! 
Can you build without a. foundation? Can 
streams issue without 2l fountain? Can a tree 
live without a root, or memJbets without a head? 
How then will you stand at God's bar, without 
faith in Christ ? How will the Father look 
uponsuchpresumptuous^andintrudingguests? 
What ! despise the *&«, and yet hope for ac- 
ceptance with the Father? Who ever entered 
heaven, when Christ did not " dwell in their 
hearts by faith ? " * Or who ever found mercy 
with God, who " neglected so great salva- 
tion,'' or despised *' the unsearchable riches of 
Christ?''' 

IL Is there any other way of escape ? 

I hope, iny reader, you will not either be 
offended with me, or deal evasively with 
yourself. If you have now no hope of escape 
by the excellency of your conduct^ how do 
you expect to escape, at the judgment seat of 
Christ? You must answer, then; therefore 
I r^ujeat you to answer, now. . Do you ex- 
pect to conceal your person, in the great. d«y 
of account? Alas! *' We must all appear, be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ/' * Can you 
cover your sin, or ea?cwe your guilt? Alas! 
When Christ shall say, ^'friend, hozo camest 

* Eph. i. 4. ii. lOr iy. 20. » Chip. iii. 17. ' V«r. 8, 
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thou in hither not having a wedding garment,'^ 
will you not be ^^speechfetfs?'*^ Can you bribetht 
judge? Oh \ presumptuous expectation! That 
judg€ is Christy whose salvation you have 
neglected: But what will you give him? Will 
you offer him anything that he can honour- 
ably receive? He only wants the hedrtj and 
he can receive nothing else. Oh ! if you are 
prepared to make this sacrifice, offer it nfftp^ 
and it will be accepted, and your salvatioh 
will be secure. But if you will not'hsivt 
Christ's, salvation, and offer him your }ieart 
to "escape the damnation of hell ;^'-* the 
choiceis your own, you must endure it, you 
have no way left. For you cannot resist his 
^pawer. Hear him speak ! " Can thine heart 
endure^ or can ihmt hands be strongs in the days 
that I shall deal with thee''^ Oh ! then, I pray 
yoUy submit. You will not have an advocate 
I'm heaven ; either in Christ, angels, or men:: 
^^7/' will be against you, and your conscience 
likewise. Oh! then ^' kiss the Son, lest he 
be angry, and ye perish from the way, when hi$ 
wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed ire 
all they that put their trust in him.'' * 

III. Thougli you have no hope of.escap^, 
' atill perhaps, you suffer your fears to slumbei* 
under some idle notion th^t your sin is t^Qt 
very great. : ,' 

Is ^his yonv hope ? It is almost like sayilig^ 
;that you Know you must perish, but aa^ your 

< Mfttt. zxii. 12. ^ Chap. x»iii; 53i 3 £sek. xxii. 14. 
♦ Ps. ii. 18. 
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siQS are not great, your pumshnienf will be 
tokrabk. Oh ! awful presumption. We need 
not enquire what your o^Aer sins are: you ac- 
knowledge that you neglect this great salvation. 
But is this an offence to be Ughtly regarded? 
A greater sin against God, and against his ^ 
C^ist; yea and against your own soul also, 
cannot easily be imagined. What, I bese^h 
you, consider, what is involved in your con- 
duct, who slight Christ and his holy office? 
JVIy dear reader, your sin is of the deepest ' 
dye. You despise the highest display oft&oe^^ 
and gracej which the " Father of mercies, abd ' 
the God of all comfort" can make known to 
his sinful creatures : — ^You slight that Saviour, 
whom heaven and earth adore; and treat that 
blood which he shed, one drop of whick is 
worth a world, as a vain thing: — You sup- 
pose that your pollution can stand before 
nim, who is of ** purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity," ^ without a mediator^ and "sbithout re- 
iiewak — ^You challenge the arm of omnipotence, 
rendered a thousand times more inexorable 
by your despite of his son :-^Yom risk eternity, 
vile as you are, upon your oap« worth. Ob] 
infatuated being. Are you determined upon 
your own destruction? " How shall you 
escape the damnation of Hell." Christ, whom 
you ndt^ dcsfiise, will fall upon you and grind . 
you tb powder; your own unnoliftess VfilX hi ^, 
your etdrnil confusion ; the Jhnigkty win' 
blast you, with thebreathof histiisj^leasttre; 

1 Eib. i. IS. 
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aqd an eternity of torment will be your deseii 
^i\^ y.QW,pQrtionJ 

I\earpestly intreat you,. then, as one who 
1<?S^3^ fw your salvation, to consider the dea- 
perate steps you are taking. Hea.r the awful 
declaration of St. Paul, " if we sin wilfully 
after that we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice 
for sins. But a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment ?caAJiery indignation^ which shall 
devour the adversaries''"^ The neglectors of 
jVfoses' ceremonies, who still were slain for 
their contempt, were guiltless compared with 
you. If ** he that despised Moses' Law died 
without mercy ; — Of how much sorer punish'- 
ment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God^ 
and hath counted the blobd of the covenant 
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy things 
znAhzXhAont despite unto the Spirit of grace.'' 
Oh ! friends, ** it is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God."' Oh I " See 
that ye refuse not him that speaketh."* Are 
you prepared to ru^h into eternal fames ? Do 
you hesitate? Oh! then, look upon Christ J 
See what dishonour you are doing Aim, while 
you are murdering, without pity, your never- 
dyinff soul. Oh 1 • See ! He stretches forth 
his bleeding hands, to pluck you as a brand 
from the burning. Ha waits to be gracious. 
Oh,1 cast yourselves into thearmsqfhis mercy; 

* H«b; ^ t6, «y. ^^ V«r. «8, 29. I Ver. 31. 

♦ Chap. xii. 25. 
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that instep of hurling you headlong intb 
*' everlasting fire, prepared for the Devil and 
his angels ; " ' he may ^^ present you faultless 
before the presence of /Us glory with exceeding 
joy.''* Amen. 

' Matt. xxT. 41. ^ Jude xxir. 
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THE SAINTS PATTERN. 



Hebrews iii. 2. , 

Who was faithful to Hm thai appointed him. 

Character is every thing in the Chris- 
tian : and fidelity is every thing in his charac- 
ter. As the servant of God professes to re- 
ceive all the doctrines of the gospel and to 
live accordingly, there is nothing further 
needed but sincerity in this profession, and a 
faithful exhibition of his principles in his con- 
versation. It is not however uncommon 
with the Christian to deserve a good name 
and to receive a bad one. Though the 
righteous know how to appreciate, and to 
3peak well of his character, the world will be 
likely to undervalue, and to speak evil of it. 
The world will speak well of its own votaries. 
It cannot, therefore, consistently do justice 
to the saint. The circumstances of the case, 
between the righteous -and the wicked, seem 
to make this decision of the world necessary. 
The righteous man has, in the outward appear- 
ance, a manifest superiority of excellence 

N 
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abov€ " his neighbour." As this cannot be 
denied, sinners are under a kind of necessity, 
in order to avoid conviction of their sin and 
to keep themselves in count enaoce, to assume 
good qualities which they do noi possess, and 
to deny to the righteous those which they do. 
Hence bad conduct is concealed, or excused 
by the pretence that, the culprit is a * sincere 
honest soul, and has a. good heart;' while 
all the perfections of the Christian are veiled, 
or destroyed, by the charge that his fair 
exterior only covers a faithless heart or bad 
designs. Though the reverse of this is pre- 
cisely the triith, it might be a little dishearten- 
ing to the pious mind, were he not previpusly 
warned that it probably will be so — that it 
always has been the case with the saints of 
God — that the most upright have been fre- 
quently treated as crafty impostors — that even 
Christ himself was detested and crucilSied as 
a malefactor, and deceiver of the people — and 
that his heavenly father will bear testiiwny 
to his character, at least, in the great day, 
and will probably cause his worth to ,be 
acknowledged, perhaps recorded by the Chris- 
tian church. His Saviour who is his exemplar, 
lived in obscurity and died under a cloud. 
But now his glories are known, and his fame 
is graven on the pages of Scripture, and on 
the heart of the Christian. All will one day 
bear witness to Jesus Christ, " who was faith- 
ful to him that appointed him.'' 

May the same spirit which dwelt, in divine 
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fulness, ia Our blessed Saviour, dwiCll in our 

^hearts, and guide us into a due and profitable 

'meditation on his sacred character. It will 

he proper perhaps to consider, 1 st, Our Lord's 

Character; and 2d, the Lesson which it teaches. 

FIRST*— Our Lord's Character. 

He was ^^Jaithful to him that j^^oin^ed 
him.'' There is a wonderful mystery couched 
under the language of our text. The Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the person here. spoken 
of as " £fppointedy'' and of course, as thereby 
being *' under authority y"' is. truly divine. He 
js the high and i^ty one who inhabiteth eternity; 
the very and eternal God; upholding all things 
by the word of his pm^er. Yet he is "op* 
pointed'' of the Father to be the mediator be- 
tween our offended God, and us guilty rebels. 
Though " equal to the Father as touching bis 
gddheady'' he condescended to undertake the 
office to which he was " appointed.'' Indeed 
it was necessary that he should be Crod as 
well as man, that truth and awpassion might 
. be united in him. His human nature was 
capable of symp^Jtthy and affliction, while his 
divine nature secured perseverance and fidelity. 
** Who was faithful to him that appointed 
him." Not only did the Saviour's character 
CIS an example, but the success of his engage- 
Dient as Mediator, depend on his being ^^jmth- 
ful" to his appointmept. Had he shrunk 
back, or failed in any one point, his honor 
N 2 
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would have. been tarnished — Satan would 
have triumphed — the divine expectation would 
have been disappointed — and our souls would 
not have been redeemed. But he " was 

faithful in every part of his office, and stead- 
fast to the end. 

In order, however, to discover the glorious 
perfection of Christ's character, and the pre- 
eminence of his ^fidelity 9 we should consider 
wherein his trials consisted, and what were 
the difficulties of retaining his faithfnlness. 
Do we ask then to wliat was he " appointed^'' 
and what did he perform ? We answer^ Christ 
was .** appointed" to sustain the offices of 

\ prophet J priest^ and king to the church of 
God. Three stations of honour, trust, import- 
ance, and difficulty : and such as were never 

- (among the forerunners who typified their 
Lord) sustained and regularly performed by 

■ any one man. But Christ was ^\appointed'' 
to them before all time; and be anticipated 
the work and the result with unspeakable 
satisfaction. The appointipent is thus de- 
clared. " The Lord thy God will raise up 
unto thee a prophet from the midst of thee, of 
thy brethren, like unto me; unto hirnye ^hall 

. hmrk^n.'"'^ And in the prophecy of Zechariah 

, it is announced in tnese words. " Thus 
speaketh the Lord of Host§, saying, behold 
the man whose name is the BRANCH j — even 
he shall build the temple of the Lord ; and he 
shall bear the glory, and he shall sit and rule 

' Deut. zviii. 15* 
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tmon bis throne; and he shall be b, priest upon 
liis throne; and the counsel of peace shall 
1>e between them both."' The Almighty 
llath declared ; ** I will make him, my Jirst 
born, higher than the kings of the earth." * 

In examining these and other Scriptures 
respecting the three forementioned offices of 
pkbPHET, PRIEST, and king, we discover 
that the four following departments belong to 
them; viz. that of Instruction — Obedience— 
Suffering'—Go^ermnent. In each of these de- 
partments our blessed Lord exhibited a charac- 
ter perfect in all its parts. ^ He was ^^faithfuV^ 
to Godj 

I. In His instruction. 

Under the branch of instruction we may in- 
clude Doctrine — Reproof— Counsel — Comf(yrt: 
And whose heart does not bum within him 
when he feels what the Scriptures say of 
Christ in these particulars? 

I. Doctrine. - It does not appear that there 
was any doctrine subsequently revealed to the 
church, by the apostles, which the Lord did 
not implicitly and briefly intimate to his dis- 
ciples. The corruption of human nature^ — 
Trie necessity of the Spirit to renew the hearts — 
Salvation by his blood-shedding — The designs 
of God — and everlasting life, were brought 
to light by Jesus Christ. He did indeed 
leave almpst all his truths to be more clear ly 
revealed by the Holy Ghost; es|)ecially the 

I Zeeh. Ti. IS. * Ps. \\pjx, 27. 
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grarnd doctrine of justification by faith akn^ 
in hkn. Yet in thus implicitly, rather than 
ciMrfy and largely declaring the Avhole counsel 
of God, Christ was '' faitliful to him that ap^ 
pointed Aiw." For his commision and office 
(while he was in the flesh) extended no f mother. 
It doubtlesfe would have been iftoregratifyipg 
ta an ardent and aspiring mind^ to have hs^ 
liberty to divulge openly, and at once, die 
raagmfiScent, and mysterious r^vdation^ of 
Godw But Christ shewed infinitely more 
humility,' as v/eil as faithfulness^; - in con ten tin]^, 
hiii*8\d£ to teach his disciplesias they were 
" able to bear it ; " and leaving till the descent 
of the Holy Spirit, the full and enlarged dis- 
play'" of the glory of God.'' 
- It would be impossible, and» improper,, in 
thkpiace, to go over all the doctrine^ which 
Ghrist taught, and the mode of his ttoching 
thena; But we may point out so much re- 
specting them as shall prove thjit, m this par* 
tkalari he was '^ faithfuls him that (Appointed 
him.'' He could truly declare; '*/?e winm 
God hath sent ^^Qiktth the words of God."' 
" And what he hath seen and heardy that he 
t^tifieth*" * Nor did he consider it deroga- 
teryi to acknowledge ; "J can of mine own 
self do nothing; as I hear I judge ; and my 
judgment is just; because I seek not mine 
own will, but the will of the Father which 
hath sent me." ^ Our blessed Lord repeatedly 
deciare$>; "I came down' from heaven, not to 

* John iH- 3*. » Ver. 32. ' Chap, n 30, 
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do mine own will, but the Will of him that 
stfot rte^ And this is the fathers will which 
bitth sent nrte, that of all which he hath given 
rae I should lose nothing, but should raise it 
up again at the last day. Awd this is the 
Will of him that sent me, that every one 
whieh seeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlasting life : and I will raise 
him up at the last day." * 

His Jidelity was ever very conspicuous, 
whether the effect of his doctrine was of a na- 
ture salutary to the Jews, or whether it re- 
turned in painful afflictions arid despite upon 
himself. " My doctrine," says Christ, " is not 
mine, but JSTw that «ent me."* And as the 
" murmurings among the people"' made self- 
justification necessary; he adds, "He that 
speaketh of himself, seeketh his own glory: 
but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the 
sarifie is true, and no unrighteousness is in 
Kim."* The perverseness and mental blind* 
ness of the Jews obstructed their discemnient, 
bbth as it respected the nature and origin of 
Christ's instruction. And this was permitted 
for wise ends, during our Saviour's life. 
But he assured them, " When ye have lift 
up the Son of Man, then shall ye krwfw that 
I am Ae, and that I do nothing of myself; 
but as my Father has taught wie, I speak these 
things."* In the full confidence of his per- 
itctjaithfulness " to him that appointed him," 

« John Ti. 36-40. * Chap, tiiu 16. 3 Ver. 1«. 

♦ Ver. 18. 5 Ver. 28. 
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he addressed his disciples thus : '^ 1, have 
called you friends ; for all things, that I have 
heard of my Father I have made known tpUo 
you.'' And he closed the scene of his earthly 
office by this appeal to his heavenly Father; 
** And n&w^ O Father, — I have manyested thy 
name unto the men whom thougavest me out of 
the world: — Ihme.given unto them the words 
which thou gavest me ; and they have received 
them J and hwoe known surely that I came out 
from tlieej and they have believed that thoju 
didst send we." ^ 

Agreeably to this declaration^ of hi& perfect 
regard to his appointment, as the Instructor 
of his church and people; with what perse- 
vering and painful fidelity do we behold hip^' 
both communicating the will of God to inaq, 
and purging, by his perfect and spiritual exr 
positions, the law, which was already reveal^i^ 
from the corrupt glosses of the Scribes and 
Pharisees. A less determined [fidelity might 
have tempted him to connive at their inter- 
pretationsy and to spare himself a great share 
of odium and pain. But Christ's *' meat and 
drink" were, not to seek ease. to himself, or 
honour from men ; but to do the wiU of him 
that sent him, and to finish his work. . 

2. Reproof. — ^This subject, however copi- 
ous, must be briefly adverted to. It displays 
the genuine character of our Lord as a, faith- 
ful instructor, morje, perhaps, than many 
other parts of his offiqe, because it is more 

> John XTii 5, 6, 8* 
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painful to reprwe^ than to instruct or com- 
tcitnd. Yet perverseness, obstinacy, and an 
ensnaring persecuting spirit call for severe 
rebuke ; aind our Lord was " faithful" in ad- 
ministering it. He did not scruple to apply 
the strongest appellations to the '. Pharisees, 
and to reprovei them in the severest man- 
ne7\ — " Why tempt ye me^ ye hypocrites f 
*' Ye fools and blind.'' " IVoe unto you^ Scribes 
and Pharisees^ hypocrites.'' ^' Woe unto you^ 
ye blind guides." ^'Ye serpents^ ye generation 
of vipers! H(m shall ye escape the damnation 
of Hell?'' To the Sadducee^^ however, who 
wer^ a more openly licentious order of oppos- 
ers of divine truth, but less malicious, and 
not so well informed as the Pharisees, our 
Lord administered reproof in a milder form ; 
and instea<i of hurling the thunderbolts of the 
divine displeasure against them, he let them 
.pass with this rebuke: ^^ye do greatly err." 

3. In his Counsel, likewise, were ^'faithful- 
ness and truth." — The advice which our 
Saviour gave to all and each who applied to 
him, or came fairly in his way, was calcu- 
lated at once to bespeak his oxvn fidelity^ and 
to beget conviction, encouragement, or. holi- 
ness in them. We will advert to three cases. 
To Nicodemm^ our Saviour faithfully afforded 
such advice and information as tended to 
spiritualize his views, correct his worldly con- 
ceptions, and bring his mind to embrace (as 
it afterwards did) divine truth. " Verily^ 
N 5 
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VerUy^ I stiyufOo th€€y except a nmn be bern 
again, he camtot see the kingdom^ of Grod"' ^ 
The Young Ruler, who approached Chrirt 
with respectful demeanour for advice about 
the obtaining of everlasting salvatioil^ re- 
ceived such counsel as was suitable to- his case. 
And silch counsel as would^ had it been a» 
faithfully followed as it was wisely and' faith- 
fully givenj have saved his soul alive. *^ Why 
callest thou i]!^e good?*' ** Go thy way, sell 
whatso&oer thou hast and give to the poor y and 
thoushalt have treasure in heaven; and come^ 
take up thy cross andfoUaw me''* A small 
price to purchase heaven! but worldly men 
do not value heaven so highly ! The last 
instance I shall refer to, is the case of the 
JFom&fT taken in Adultery. After a singular, 
and dignified silence, followed by indirect 
reprdof, had confounded the Jews, Christ's 
counsel to the trembling culprit, savoured 
both of the kindness and fidelity of his cha- 
racter; and marked the heavenly wisdom 
with which he spake — "Woman, where are 
those thine accusers? Hath no man con* 
demned thee? She said, No man, Lord. 
And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I con- 
demn thee: go, and sin no more.''^ Hbw 
fmthful, yet how kind ! The Soul encou- 
raged ~«Jiw, condemned. 

4. Comfort. — Upon this truly glorious 
subject, the performancJe of which was plea- 
sant.to the feelingSj as* well as required uuder 

' John iii. 3. » Mark x. 18, £1. 3 John ▼iii. fO^ 11. 
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t^ office of the Messiah, Christ could quote 
thcf irikrrow of Old Testament divinity, con- 
tained in' the prophecies, as fuelled in himself*, 
And when he had read that truly consola- 
tory passage from Isaiah, he could recognize 
this point as one included in his appointment, 
and f say, " This day is this Scripture fulfilled 
in ♦your oars/' ** The spirit of the Lord is upon 
me; because the Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek: he hath 
sent me to bind up the broken^fiearted, to prO" 
ckum liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 
\vengeance of our God; to comfort all that 
mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in 
Zion, to give unto them beauty for nshes^ the 
^^ ^f j^ fo^ mourning, the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness.''^ — Christ 
was faithful, 

II. //I obedience. 

Much might be observed respecting the 
fidelity of our Lord's obedience in ev^ry de- 
partment of his ministrations. He was faith- 
ful^tohim that appointed him, as it respects, 

1. Obedience to his parents. Thougn Christ, 
as God over every creature both in heaven 
and in earth, could neither owe nor afford 
qbedieqce to any; yet as man and as mediatoi, 
he was *' under the law,^' and as such| every 
relation, in which he was found among man- 



Isa; Ixi. 1-*-$. 
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kind, received its just and dae regard frcm^ 
him. Nor did the circumstance of his 
parent Joseph, being only his reputed Father^ 
render Christ's attention to his rightful ccwn- 
mands the less correct and '' faiihfuL'' The 
early history of the church of Christ, informs^ 
lis that our Lord worked at the trade of a 
carpenter with his father, previous to his- 
entering upon his public ministry. And 
truth itself has recorded that the Lord of the 
universe, was obedient to his parents. After 
his disconsolate mother had stated to him, 
(while in the temple among the doctors both 
hearing and anszvering them questions j) that 
. his father and she had sought him sorrowing ;^ 
we are informed that " Ae zveni down with 
them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject 
unto them.'' ^ 

S. To his heavenly Father. Christ was 
" equal to the Father as touching the 
Godhead." This did not, however, render 
obedience to his father's appointments at all 
impossible, or unnecessary, when he became 
man, and was made under authority. From 
the beginning to the end of his ministry, our 
blessed Lord could truly say, " / do ahvags 
those things that please him.'' His faithful^ 
ness to his trust, was early manifested in hb 
public ministry ; and so was his determina- 
tion to be found in all the ordinances and 
commandtnents of the Lord blameless. His 
freedom from any pollution through origtaol 

> Lake u. 51. 
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sm^ might well have excused his submission 
to ordinaQces, which naturally implied the 
cprcuption of those who observed them ; yet 
hemot only attended to all the appointments 
oi a ceremonial nature which were established 
under the Old Testament ; but to the baptism 
of John: under the reception of which he de- 
clared, to his forerunner, that it thus became 
them to ^^ fulfil all righteousness.'' Though 
it might be asserted that Christ's circumcision, 
at the eighth day of his age» was, as it re- 
spected himself, involuntary ; yet this was by 
no means the case with respect to his. future 
attendance to all the ordinances of God. 
His attention to all the feasts and ceremonies 
appointed to the Jews, shews us his faithful- 
ness '' to him that appointed him." Circum-* 
cision, baptism, and all the usual institutions 
under the Mosaic economy, he regularly 
attended to. And the constancy with which 
he was found at the temple worship was 
evidence of his sacred regard for the estab- 
lished religion of those days. While the 
frequency of his' presence in the Jewish 
synagogues, wherever he travelled, shewed, 
not only that he was willing to embrace 
every opportunity of preaching the truth and 
doing good, but how readily he submitted to 
" evert/ ordinance of man for the Lord's sake." 
He declared " I ever taught in the synagogue 
and in the temple, whither the Jews always 
rpaort." — But in his obedience to the moral 
laWf moreover, he was in every respect ^^ faith- 
ful to him that appointed him." 
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In thought, word, and deed, Christ* was 
faithful in performing the whole will of God. 
Since the fall of man, there has been no -one,' 
of all tlie sons of Adam, that has kept him- 
self pure, but Jesus Christ. Of him it wa* 
true, and of hini alone; that ^' he did no siit^ 
neither mis guile found in his mouth.'' ' His 
love to his heavenly Father was ardent, 
uniform, constant, and persevering. Hi* 
love to man was unparalleled, and uQceasi«gi 
And all the indignities he endured, and aill 
the contempt which he received in return for 
his love, could neither abate its vehemence, 
nor extinguish its flame. *' Many waters 
could not quench" his love. Saint Paul was 
actuated by the love of Christ when he said 
** I will gladly spend and be sptent fof you, 
though the more Hove you, the less I be lovedJ" 
Christ's Jidelity was perfect. He was apJ- 
pointed to exhibit a perfect character before 
God and Man. As if the Almighty had sai<i, 
Go, my beloved son, shew thyself " faithful^-' 
in all things. Manifest to ntvy apostate 
creatures a pure example — and genuine pat- 
tern — Give a lively exhibition of obedience 
to the law which they have broken— Of love 
to the God whom they have rejected — Of 
pure affection to man^ even though he scorn, 
and hate thee for it. Shew that thou con- 
siderest the * law as holy, just, and good : 
God, as worthy of all honour ; and fidelity to 
his commands as the only perfection. Con- 

« 1 Pet. ii. «2. 
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vince them that their want of faitf^ulness ta 
iTi€, can only be forgiven by a comtancy^ 
i^fimtehf perfect in thee. 

With this prospect before him, and with a 
full knowledge of all that was to be done> 
of all that God's honor^ and a holy laMr re- 
quired of him, he came into this world, and 
lived a life of perfect holiness, and purity in 
mind and manners. He could justly demand 
of his accusers—'* Which of you convinceth 
me of sin?" — The whole law was fulfilled 
in him. Yea, it was " magnified and made 
honourable'' by his obedience to its require- 
ments% The law, being of invariable obli- 
gation, could never suffer the breakers of it 
to escape unpunished, without all its fullest 
demands being satisfied. To effect the pur^ 
pose of God, and to satisfy these demands, 
Christ said, '*Xo/ I come to do thy wiil, O 
God^'' And when, in the execution of the 
glorious work, he explained the design and 
appointment of God concerning him; he 
declared, / am not come to destroy the law, but 
tojulfil it. Heaven and earth shall pass away^ 
but not one jot or tittle of the law shall fail till 
aU be fulfilled. Our blessed Lord therefore, 
we find, went to the end of the law for 
righteousness. The highest perfection and 
fidelity being invariably found in him. 

III. In his sufferings^ likewise, Christ was 
^^ faithful to him that appointed him." 

This must be considered, doubtless, as the 
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hardest part of Christ's obedience; and in th^ 
performance of which there was much the 
greatest difficulty to preserve; an undeviating 
^delity. Yet he who undertook both to do, 
and to suffer, could have no discharge from 
this warfare. Nor did he wish it. He was as 
ready to suffer as to enjoy. Yea, it was joif 
to him to be found " faithful to him that a/k 
pointed Yiim^'' even in the furnace of affliction 
and suffering. There was something very 
wonderful in this part of our Redeemer's con- 
duct He viewed liis appointment to his suf- 
ferings, as the will of his heavenly Father, in 
such an important and glorious light, that 
he was even pressed with earnest longings for 
its accomplishment. He rebuked his disciples, 
with a severity never equalled on any other 
occasion, when they opposed this purpose of 
God concerning him: "Get thee behind 
me, Satan, for thou savourest not the things 
that be of God, .but the things which be of 
men/' He submitted with a perfect degree 
of patience, and persevered with perfect ^(fe- 
/i/y while he endured, 

3. The Insults of Men. — The astonishing 
language of the Psalmist was literally fulfilled 
in Christ's afflictions, which he endured fix)m 
the work of his own hand. No reproadb, 
scorn, hatred, or malignity could be greater 
than what the Jews manifested to Christ. 
Truly, indeed, he could say, "/or thy sake I 
have borne reproach; shame hath covered my 
face'' ' " Reproach hath broken my heart, and 

! Pa. Ixix. r. 
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T dm full of heaviness : and I lookedjbr some to 
take pity, but there was none; and for comfor- 
ter^ hut I found none. They gave me gall for 
fny meat; and in my thirst they gave me 
vinegar to drink."" ^ Notwithstanding, how- 
ever, the extreme vileness with which he was 
treated, he did not draw back from the awful 
undertaking. No! much rather could he 
say, " / GAVE wy back to the smiters^ and my 
cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid 
nqt my face from shame and spitting.'" * The 
perfection, of his faithfulness was here dis- 
played. Though he was " despised and 
rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and. 
acquainted with grief:" — yea, " oppressed 
^nd afflicted ; yet he opened not his mouth." 
$J'ay, even when he was brought as a Lamb to 
the slaughter, he was as a sheep before her 
shearers, dumb, and opened not his jnouth. ' 

2. The Temptations of Satan. — Christ had 
to combat, in order to conquer Satan. He 
was " appointed' to experience all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one, in his own person, 
that he might suffer " being tempted'" The 
Devilj when Christ was in the wilderness, had 
all the advantage which situation, hunger, 
splitude, gloom, and danger could inspire, in 
his attempts against the Saviour. These he 
plied to the uttermost, in order to make him 
waver, shrink from his engagement, or shew 
any want of faithfulness to him that appimted 

V » Fs. Ixix. 20, 21. * Isa. I. 0. 3 Chup, liU, 7. 
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him thereunto. But the JideUti/ of Christ; his- 
allegiance aiid perfect regard to his FathePi^ 
a|>t)oititrtient and honour, suffered no ditnittu- 
tlon frort all that this enemy of souls coiild: 
do. He withstood all his attacks — defeated' 
ail his artful designs, — and overcame his grand 
adversary upon his own ground. After his 
defeat, Satan departed from him " fof a little 
season." But he was quite prepared to make 
a tremendous, a last effort, wheti Christ was 
about to be given up ** into tlie hands of 
meff." When our Lord said to the Jews, 
This is your hour, and the power of darkness;: 
doubtless the Devil, at that moment, united 
alt Ms powers in hurrying on thofee Wicked 
meti *^ against the Lord, and against his^ 
anointed'' But his confidence was unshaken; 
\m'Jideiit^ was unreproved. He endiired this 
awful struggle, " that he might destroy him that 
had the power of deaths that is, the Devit'* 

3. The wrath of God. — I conceive that thi^ 
point of Christ's obedience, wheii' he Was suf- 
fering at the same moment from the accumil* 
lated rage of men and devils, was the most 
painful, the most overwhelming that can be 
conceived, or could be endured. What is the 
scorn of man, to the fraion of heaven ! Awd 
what the rage of the Devil, to the wrath ^ 
God! Under those, he was silent; but under 
this, he complained. Yet not even then, so 
much of the sorrow he endured ; as of deser* 
tion under it When it " pleased the Lord to 
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bkuise'* him andvvT him to grief;' hetKd 
not shrink from drinking the dregs of that 
bitter cup, though the agony of hi^soul was 
yreW rtigh too much for his body tosustaini 
His Father's appointment, and his- Father's 
witl, were above all other considerations. *' The 
cup which m^ Father hath given mcy shall I 
TiG^t drink it?'' ^ The Lord declared, by the 
prophet Isaiah, that Christ should ** not fait 
n6r be discouraged''^ But this prophecy 
rested upon the divine promise of protection, 
support, and countenance, implied in these 
#ords : ^^ Behold my servant whom / u:phold; 
mine elect in whom my soul delighteth."* 
But when our sins met upon him — when 
Satan and men joined in all their attempts of 
cruelty — And when at last his heavenly Father 
seemed to withdraro his smiles, and leave him 
to endure all the ^^ pains of Hell;" do we 
wonder that an "horrible dread oveh- 
VHelmed" him— that his soul \vas *^ ex- 
ceeding SORROWFUL." — Or, that he cried 
out, under this dire situation," '*my god, my 

OODj WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN -ME ! '* 

The regions of darkness and despair alone, 
can know what our Lord endured in that 
hour of darkness. — Thus was our Redeemer 
afflicted " in allpointSy" in which pain could 
be endured — wrath poured out — or fidelity 
manifested . * * Though he zvere a son^ yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suffered."^ 

■ Isa. lUi. 10. ^ John xviii. 11. ^ Isa. xlii. 4. 

♦ Vet. 1. 5 Hcb, V. 8. 
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IV* Lastly f in Government i 

We should not have expected to find that 
^ person, so circumstanced as Christ was— 
so abased, and so treated ; should, neverthe- 
less, be " King of kings, and Lord of lords" 
Yet, this he certainly was, in the most dis- 
tinguished and glorious import of that ex- 
alted language. We stand amazed at that 
Personage who could possess qualifications 
to sustain, and sustain in perfection, offices, 
and characters so apparently incongruous 
and irreconcileable. But this mystery is 
certainly not greater than that of " God 
manifest in thejlesh'' A King and a Subject 
—A Priest and a Slacrifice — A Sufferer and a 
Conqmror^-A Judge and a Victim^ were all 
found to meet, and harmonize in Christ. 
His Kingdom^ it is true, was not of this world. 
And his appointment to his offices, apd his 
conduct in them, were not after the manner 
of men. He was "faithful to him that 
appointed him," in his Kingdom^ as well as 
in his Temple. — Both his appointment, dignity, 
and fidelity, are pointed out in the word of 
God. God has set his King upon his holy hill 
of Zion.^ When Isaiah announceth the birth 
of the Infant Messiah, he tells us that ^* the 
government shall be upon his shoulder — Of the 
increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of JDavid, and 
upon his kingdom^ to order it, and to establish 

» Ps, ii. 6. 
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it with judgment and with justice^ from hence- 
forth even for et'er."* The same evangelical 
prophet afterwards enters very minutely into 
the^lcscription of his government — the spirit 
with which he should execute it — and the 
equity vinAJidelity which he should manifest. 
** And there shall come forth a rod out of the 
stem of Jessey and a branch shall grow out of 
his roots^'-r-^^ and righteousness shall be the 
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the 
girdle of his reins'' — and " with righteousness 
shall he judge the poor^ and reprove with equity 
for the meek of the earthJ"'^ This quality, the 
being '^faithful to him that appointed him^' 
was that for which Zechariah celebrated his 
praise, and cheered the daughters of Zion 
with the prospect of, when the want of faith- 
fulness was become so common in Israel. 
" Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout , 
O daughter oj Jerusalem: behold thy King 
Cometh unto thee: he is just, and having sal^ 
vationJ'^ Christ's government was sustained 
in righteousness, and great was the glory of 
his joy and reward. Thus we find the 
Psalmist declaring, " Thy throne, O God, is 
for ever and ever; the sceptre of thy kingdom 
is a right sceptre. Thou lovest righteousness^ 
and hates t wickedness: therefore God, thy God, 
hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness 
above thy fellows.''^ 

To do justice to this branch of our subject, 
we should necessarily increase our observa- 

> Imu ix. 6, 7. ^ Chap, x'u 1, I, 5. 3 Chap, uu 9. 

♦ Ps. xlv. 6, 7. 
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tions to a considerable extent. But having 
already made this discourse sufficiently long, 
J shall forbear indulging so pleasing an incli- 
nation. Nor can I here make any further re- 
marks, or improvement upon this copious, and 
important topic, — I have only to request you, 
with all earnestness and affection, to ^^ meditate 
on these things^'' till it shall please God to afford 
another opportunity oCiConsidering the second 
part of this subject, \iz. the L^son xohiQh it 
teaches m. 

" Now to God the Father, G^d th? Son, 
^nd God the Holy Ghost, be ^no^r and 
prfti?e, world witl^out end.*' Anm- 
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SERMON XV. 



THE BELIEVER COPYING HIS PATTERN. 



Hebrews iii. 2. 
Who was faithful to hkn that appointed him. 

jyiAN is. the creature of imitation: he is 
frequently led by example, when the clearest 
directions are not sufficient to influence his 
conduct. How kind in God, therefore, to 
give us both precept and example. We have 
many bright and glorious instances of faith 
and purity, recorded in the Scriptures. But 
the only perfect one is found in the character 
of our Saviour, Christ. His spirit and con- 
duct are a perfect illustration of the perfect 
instruction of God's word. And he exhibits 
the true spirit and full meaning of that word, 
in his example, without diminishing ought 
froip its purity, its extent, or spirituahty. 
Tbis^ then, my brethren, is the olyect at which 
we are to aim — the pattern that we should 
imitate. We are encouraged and admonished 
to be followers or imitators of the saints of 
Qod; and we shall do well to adopt the 
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advice. But there is always a reserve in oujr 
exhortations as it respects the imitation of 
poor mortal creatures. We can only say, at 
most, be ye feUofwers of mej as I also am ^ 
Christ Jesus. 

May Christ Jesiis be our example and our 
guide, both in the consideration of this sub- 
ject, and in our desires to be folknvers of the 
Lamby whithersoever he goeth. — We are now 
to consider, 

SECONDLY, — The Lesson hereby 

TAUGHT us. 

There is a peculiar consolation, and noble 
sentiment of soul inspired, by the view of 
Christ's spirit and carriage. In contem- 
plating other objects, we are often strongly 
invited to imitation : but when we behold our 
Saviour's glory, it not only invites^ but stimu- 
lates the soul; — ^not only furnishes an exam- . 
pie, but powerfully attracts the observer. In 
approaching Christ by faith, we perceive that 
mrtue goeth out of him, to draw us sweetly, 
but efficaciously after him in the way. It is 
not possible to look upon so lovely an image, 
with any thing like a Christian spirit, with- 
out being better for the sight. It is the very 
property of Christ, and of his gracious excel- 
ence, to transform the mind into his own 
: ikeness. When, in meditating on the objects 
exhibited in the glass of the Gospel, we can 
by faith behold the glory of the Lord, we 
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^ changed into the same image from ghry to 
^lory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.^ Let 
nSs, then, my dearly beloved brethren, reap 
iorfie seiasonable and solid advantage from 
the consideration of the fidelity of our Lord. 

L Let us spend a moment in admiration. 

While ive admire^ we shall lo*oe this object ; 
we Bhall delight in the contemplation — we 
shall glory in the grace, we shall rest on the 
power of the Saviour. We shall fed the 
drawirigs of the beauty we admire, and shall 
readily consecrate ourselves to Him we love. 
Let us, then, 

1. Behold him in his Instruction. Would 
we wish to see youthful beauty and sim- 
plicity, mingled with diVine wisdom and 
heavenly dignity? let us look at our blessed 
Lord in the temple, at twelve years old, sit- 
ting among the Doctors^ both hearing them and 
asking them questions. And shall we not feel 
a lively admiration and astonishment, wheii 
we are told of his understanding and answers? 
View him before the Pharisees 1 With what 
fidelity does he clear away the various refuges 
of ties with which these teachers of religion 
had clogged the word of God ! How easily 
does he relieve the Divine commands of that 
cumbrous load of human inventions, which 
obscured its beauty, blunted its sharpness, 
and destroyed its efficacy. See with what 
perfection he expounded the law of God. 

« jeCoT. iii. 18. 

o 
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How he redeemed its lost cbaracter->r-honoufed 
its precepts— and sanctioned its deman^^! 
Can we but admire how he convinced gain^ 
sayers—repvovtd the peryerse-rPQ^nseUedfthe 
ignorant— rinformed the inquirer — and satis- 
fied the (humbly) doubting? In his consola- 
tionsy we find his blessings flowing into the 
broken heart, or the afiiicted conscience, like 
balm and honey to the wounded and hungry 
soul ; or like milk and wjne to the faiint and 
dying.— Admire him, .. 

2. In his obedience. The spirit of l^is 
mind — the bent of his inclination — the purity 
of his motives — and the decided cast of his 
inward man : His love to God, and love to 
man — so ardent, disinterested, undeserved, 
unsought, must needs fill our souls with ad- 
miration, and excite a portion of the same 
disposition in our own oreasts ! — His active 
obedience — how regular, uniform, universal, 
persevering ! Not a duty can be mentioned 
or conceived, which he did not perform. 
Whether it respected civil, domestic, re- 
ligious, or social duties, he was found in 
them all unblameable and undeviating. And 
this, though all the world were against him, 
and not a pure and spotless example to be 
found. What ^, spirit of love and devoted- 
ness did this conduct shew? What could so 
much demonstrate the beauty of holiness^ the 
demands of God's law, or the ea:'tent of our 
moral obligation? This was what heathen 
sages feigned, but never saw, embodied virtue. 
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Can we but admire obedience like this? 
Here is Godlike virtue in a human form : 
Obedience recommended by the Man Divine \ 
- *3. Ltt us admire him under hh.mfferingSi 
His afflictions wring our hearts with pain ; 
but the Saviour's demeanour under this in- 
supportable load, excites our wonder land 
admiration. Many are ready to brave danger^ 
and court resistance; but Christ waited theit 
approach, and stood undaunted when the 
floods ran &oer him. The wonders of his cha* 
ractcr as here exhibited are. beyond all praise* 
His afflictions were like no one's beside, ^ jHc 
might truly say; was eoer sorrow like nnto 
my sorr&w? But the mystery does, not so 
much appear in the weight— the multiplicity 
— or the duration of his sufferings;: as in the 
spirit which he manifested under them* Do 
we behold torrentiupon torrebt, rolling ovei' 
liis guiltless soul? Do we stand amazed Xo 
see them teeming upon him^ 50 varied--*rSD 
painful — so difficult to be borne? But what 
is our surprise when we behold t lie. magnani- 
mous sufferer bearing all without a murmur 
and without complaint ? He endured to the 
end under pains unremitting, but with a 
spirit of fidelity unsubdued* Do we admire 
the Hero? He may be lecMty ambition. Do 
we applaud the brave, or commend the sub- 
missive? Their trials and achievements are 
nothing to Christ's. Do we feel delight m 
one who renounces the world. But has he 
been tried by it as Christ was? Have men 
o2 
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come to take him by force to make hm a 
king? 

4f. In his government. Few persons can 
submit wi^ patience, and yet rule with 
dignity. And fewer still, perhaps, who have 
uncontrolled dominion, can sway the sceptre 
with mildness and equity. But behold in 
Christ, universal authority ; yet how benign ! 
Does he rule with terror? Tis only ta ;the 
wicked. Does he conquor his enemies ? It is 
by love. Does he sway his subjects? He 
rules in their hearts. Or does he awe tlyj 
rebellious r It is concern for their soak* 
Does he expect us to obey ? It is for his 
Father's honour — his kingdom's advancement 
— and our own good. Or do we find him 
commanding universal order in the body? It 
is for the edifying of itself in love. — If we wish 
to behold an object of universal excellence, 
we shall find it here. In Christ, are united 
dignity, with simplicity— power, with com- 
passion — majesty, with submission — ^and in- 
finite merit, with, undissembled grace. What- 
ever we may W/wire, in imperfect and scat- 
tered repinants among our fellow creatures, 
we behold combined and in perfection in 
Christ. We should learn, 

II. A Lesson of Imitation, 

Christ has left us an example that we 
should walk in his steps. It is a peculiar 
privilege and a high honour to which the 
people of God are " appointed'' They are 
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pr^estinated to he conformed to the image of 
his Son. The likeness of Christ is the genuine 
perfection of the Christian; and nothing 
short of that is required bj God, or aimed 
at by Him. It is true, Christ's afflictions were 
in respect of the atonement peculiar, and not 
to be imitated. " He died the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God." 
Nevertheless there are still left behind a 
measure of the sufferings of Christ for us to 
fill up; and wherein we must imitate our 
ILiord. As he was, so should we be, even in 
this particular. If we suffer with him we 
shall also be glorified together. 

\. As ministers. We, as Christ was, are 
appointed of God to this sacred function.. 
** No man taketh this honour upon himself, 
but he that is called of God, as was Aaron." 
And as to this office, ** Christ glorified not 
himself to be made an High Priest." It is 
required of t^ especially, as stewards of God, 
that we should be found ** faithful to him 
that appointed" us. Can we, my brethren,* 
give an account of our stewardship, as to our 
spirit and office? 

Our spirit. We engaged before God and 
the Bishop, to devote our whole soul, mind, 
and strength, to the service of the ministry. 
And gave a solemn declaration that we 
trusted that we were moved by the Holy 
Ghost to undertake this office. Do we then 
knxm what we professed in this language? 
And do we really feel the constraining 
03 
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fttflu'efices of the Holy Spirit in our souls? Let. 
Its not be startled at this language. We have 
pledged our faith of assent and consent to it. 
Ghristiails, and especially Chri«itian ministers, 
ate (Considered by our church- to be such as 
"j^e/ ih fhemsehes the working dfthe spirit rf 
Christy mortifying the works of the flesh and 
their earthly^ meinbers, and drawing up their 
minds to high and heavenly things.'' If then 
Christ dwell in our hearts by faith ; it 46 well. 
But if instead of his Holy Spirit abiding in 
us, and ^vittiessing with our spirits that we 
are the tbildren of God, we are d^titate of 
his holy inspiration, and are ready to question 
*^ivhethe'r there be any Holy Ghost^'' whose 
opferations are now to be experienced; we 
approach the altar of our God with a lie in 
our right hand; we betray the caude we 
profess to espouse, and instead of being 
^faithful to him that appointed wir,^' we sacri- 
fice our fidelity to the fashions of a corrupt 
age, and to the desires of a carnal iniftd. 

^ In our Office. Can we say, and ^t^ill our 
cJoftduct bear us out, that we ^tt here faith-- 
ful to him that appointed us ? The office ii 
jlrduous, and the execution difficult. But 
this does not make the execution impossible, 
or.the engagement in it improper. We may 
Well, ihdeed, say with St, Paul, " who is sftg^^ 
fkiefitfor these thmgsT\ Nevertheless, having 
put our hattd to the plough, we cannot draw 
b^k; shrink from our engagement, or be 
liUfkithfUl in the execution of it. Are we. 
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iSksD, ^^ free from the blood of all mtn^' whom 
Citni laas committed to our charge ? Do we 
imitruc^ with all fidelity? Do we declare all 
the commelofGod^o our people? keeping back 
nothing that isi profitable for them.^ Can the 
aWrseeing eye of God bear witness that we 
are goad stewards ff the manifold grace of God? 
Or aise we of those who *' corrupt the word of 
GodT^ Do we lower dowii the standard of 
ourpublic instruction to the refined, or to the^ 
worldly taste of our heaters ? Are we afraid of 
%^mg esteemedisingular, enthusiastic, or mad? 
What meaneth, then, our temporising, time- 
^etviug spirit? If all the world should ap- 
prove us, while we are found unfaithful to 
the souls of men, and insincere in our pro- 
fession before God, how shall we bear the 
sight of our Lord and Master another day ? 
Hasp can our hearts endure^ and htnv can our 
hands be strongs* when he 'shall make inquisi- 
tion for the blood of those souls whom he com* 
mitted to our care ? Can we bear td think 
that Christ was ^^ faithful ur^O death,'' while 
we have wilfully suffered the Souls of our 
flock to perish for lack of the knowledge of 
that Gospel which we ha^v^e withheld ? 
: 'Have we been " faithful" in counsel, reproof 
consolation? Cases, somewhat similar, under 
different circumstances^ to those who ap» 
proaqhed our Lord^ may readily be. found in 
most men's spheres of action in the ministry. 
Do we, like our Lord, act /fleVA/M% towards 

o 4 
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them. Do we justify God in his govci;i^ 
ment — rescue the Law from men's obscujritiefip 
and curtailments? Do we insist upon thcr 
perpetual obligation and spirituality of its 
claims? And, instead of palliating their wai^t 
of conformity to it, do we proclaim their 
just condemnation, and urge them to flee 
from the wrath to come? And, without set- 
ting them to obtain righteousness by tbeii: 
own works, do we counsel them to flee icn^ 
mediately, and without reserve, to the free, 
the sovereign, the only hope set before the^ 
in Christ Jesus ? And do we exhibit .Christ; 
and him crucified, as the Gospel reveals them,, 
in all their efficacy, richness, and divine 
beauty? Or do* we obscure and tarnish the 
sacred glory of the Gospel, by mixing with 
its gracious provisions, the works and ** com- 
mandments of menT\ Are we, on the other 
hand, faithful in reproving the slothful^ and 
laying the axe at the root of sinners' excuses? 
And do we wisely and faithfully counsel theiBy 
as our Saviour did, for their conviction and 
salvation? Or, are we ready, rather to excuse 
them in their sin, and make their inahilky 
then justification? Do we counsel sinpers, hy 
saying 'You cannot believe; you cannot 
pray; it is riot ypur duty to exercise the. 
privileges of God's children?' . Alas, brethren 5 
did Christ thu$ counsel inquirers, and reprove 
the self-justifier? And will he pommend us 
as good and ^^ faithfur servants for, cour 
duct like this? . And do we administer 
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the *• consolation^' of the Gospel without 
reserve, to those whose heart is wounded 
within themj and who, under a sense of 
their guilt and danger, groan^ being bur- 
dened? Is it our delight, as it was Christ's 
delight, to pour in oil and wine into the 
wouqds which sin hath made? Oh! hoyt 
pleasant, how delightful are the feet of those 
who bring, to the weary and heavy laden, the 
good tidings of great joy ^ that salvation is free, 
withQut money and without price. Let us not 
aflirink fi*om our fidelity in this particular : 
ftir if Christ loved the Church, and gave 
himself for it, will he not require this at our 
hands? ^^ Comfort ye^ comfort ye, my people, 
smth your God.'' 

Time would fail me, were I to attempt 
making a parallel between Christ's fidelity 
and his ministers in the remaining parts of 
his character which we have touched upon in 
the foregoing sermon. Nor is it needful ; 
as all ^xt more or less concerned in them. 

fi. As People,— Tio yon, my beloved hearers, 
consider yourselves interested in the con- 
templation of this sacred object? Or do 
you look upon it as belonging tx> w^ as 
Ministers to imitate Christ, but not to you? 
What ! beloved, do you turn from him that 
speaketh from heaven ? then your hope and 
expectation must perish. For those only 
who are like Christ m this world, will be like 
him, in holiness and happiness, in the next. 
It hours, indeed, to copy more particularly 
05 
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somi porttops df our LorcTs (ihiracter; anft 

jfobrj to imitat3e^ihore Specially some otbersi 

But if Christ'^s image be not stampedupon ^our. 

souls, as i^ell asiipon our ^own^ you can.jnin 

more be saved by our religion'^ ;tha<i njneiA 

could be nourished by vur.fwd. S^rvuA me 

soletntily to a^k yoii tHen, do; iyt^ti ^e93p\€M 

good Jidelk^ in* hearing *ti}provm^ .and rct^ 

ceving with ifkkkness the.^ngrq^eir:wQird 

mkidh we preAch ? Do \ y£)i» . attenil • >t<> \our 

word, as to the word of €!Iiri«t; aod' reoeive 

it, not' as the word Gifi«Qan,f»but-a& it;!is in 

truth the word of GxDd? Do you welcome 

the dectrmes we preach-*rthe /reproo/ we ad* 

rarinister— the toumel we . . i|fford-^aBd. the 

consolation we exhibit fn tlie instrwcfion, 

wiiich; as ministers ofj Christ we offer l to 

your acceptance? W)e.^\2ii^\ accountable to 

God, as they that watch for your, jeoulsi; but 

you arc accountable also, Icist you should tbiis 

receive the grace of God in vajn.. Do you 

then act faithfully, and rtnpartially iWith\your 

souls? Taking all our instruction, as. GkxI 

has commissioned us to deliver it to' you? 

Or would you rather admit our doetrim,^ tmt 

shun our r^roo/^reject the *f counsel of God 

against yourselves f' .while you. i still wiah 4o 

be " partakers of the consolation f' This^ilny 

friends, is separating what God has umted; 

and instekd of ansivering thcucnd yoct aim 

at, it will only aid your delijsiovDS now, and 

end in your everlasting confusion. 

Again. Are you ''faithful to him that 
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^pointed yoii^' (as Christ was) ia yotuv 
obedkfictf Christians ought to be found in 
qU the ordinances and commandments of the 
Lord blameless. And the instruction given 
you of God, is intended to produce this effect. 
Have you become, new creatures since you 
believed? Are your prevailing views, desires, 
habits, and conduct changed ? Are old things 
passed away md all things become new to you? 
Do you approve God's law, as holy, just, and 
good? Esteem the Lord's word concerning 
idi things to be right, and hate every false 
way? .\& obedience your delight? Do you 
count it your rheat and drink to do the mil oj 
Gody and to finish his work which he has 
"appointed" for you? Do you .adopt the 
precepts of God without reserve v whether 
they are such as suit your inclinatioli, or 
such as con troul your wishes, and counteract 
your desires? And can you, (and in this 
enquiry L. would include myself) copy the 
faithfulness* of Christ in being willing to 
suffer 2LS well as to do the will of God?. We 
may expect, more or less, to have to endure tlie 
insults (^ men — the temptations of Satau;-^ 
and possibly. the rebukes of our God. Are 
we prepared to. follow Christ in the regene- 
ration; and if necessary, to lay down our 
li/ejor his sake? Are we disposed to feel 
the import^and influence of that exhortation, 
" Be thou faithful unto deaths and I will give 
thee a crown of life ? " 
I shall conclude .this subject with an 
06 
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observation or two respecting the utility of j&^ 
both as it regards Christ, and as itappllei» 
to ourselves. 

Observations. 

I. -^^ it respects Christ. 

In viewing Christ Jesus our Lord as 
*^ faithful to him that appointed him^'' in all the 
divine offices which he fulfilled, we cannot 
but feel both gratitude and triumph. 

It is quite clear that our Saviour did not 
do and suffer the will of God as a private 
person^ or for his own sake; it was for us mcM^ 
and our salvation. It was both to bring us; to 
God by the efficacy of his atonement, the 
power of his example, and the riches of his 
grace^ Do we, then, want an instructing 
prophet J to teach us divine truth, and make 
ns wise unto salvation ? we have Jesus Christ, 
the faithful and true witness^ come down from 
heaven on purpose to teach us the knowleflge 
of '* ITiw, whom to hnffw is life everlasting^' 
Do we need obedient sufferings — an Atoning 
Priest? behold Jesus Christ " set forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in his blood.'' View 
the sacrifice as complete, and rejoice at the 
assurance, that he hath opened the gate of ever' 
lasting life to all belieoers. He hath " suffered 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring m 
to God." Do we wish for a perfect, example, 
that in all things we might, when turning to 
the right hand or to the left, hear his " voici 
iehind us, sayings this is the way^ .zmlk ye in 
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If.** ** My sheep hear my voice, and I knata 
thentf and they follow me'' And when we 
consider Him as " faithful" to the promise his 
has made to us, as well as to the appointment 
of his heavenly Father, we may well feel 
grateful, and triumphant likewise. . Then we 
may continue the quotation, and add, V and 
I give unto them eternal; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my 
band.'' Do we feel cast down under all the 
weakness, afflictions, and tribulations which 
we endure? Do our corruptions and our 
sins go over our heads, and become a heavy 
burden^ too heavy for us to bear? we may still 
fed satisfaction in Christ's power and com- 
passion. " JVe have not an High Priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infir- 
Piities; but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin."^ Do we feel ready to 
faint under the prospect of combating with 
so many and powerful adversaries? behold 
Christ, the Captain of our Salvation! He 
lias spoiled principalities and powers, and 
made a shew of them openly. He has assured 
us that he will enable us to come off more 
than conquerors. » Should we not gratefully 
adore our gracious Lord ? And may we not 
triumphantly exclaim, *' I will not be afraid 
of ten thousand of the enemy that set them- 
selves against me round about?" 

II. As it respects ourselves. 

Being sinful creatures, we have nothing to 
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glory in' before God, but Jesus Cifist and 
him cruc^ed; .'.Nor can we claim at bis Jb^ds^ 
ehher as'\C^use or condition; ttetekst portion 
of out ju^ificdtion. 'Z%i« is, and must bfc 
obtuihied' ^\ freely by his gracCy through the 
redemption that^ is in Chrjst JesusJ' Never* 
theless, the being:^^,faitk]ful to him that ap^ 
pointed*' us to h61iness as the way, and to the 
oitmningof sah^tion by Jesus Christ; is at- 
tended withimany and grieat blessings— -with 
wmeh and increasing satisfaction. \ 

Fidelity supports character^ and gives us can*- 
fidence before our fellow creatures; whether 
we wish to defend ourconduct.or to magnify 
our office. St. Paul certainly found it a 
source of great satisfaction to be able to say, 
^'^1 take you to record this day; that I am pure 
from the blood of all xhef%:for I^ha^oe totrf 
shunned to declare unto ^you all the counsel of 
God.'" — Qur Saviour .himself defended his 
cliaractei: against censure iVom the declara- 
tib\\'-^^^ I do always those things tlmt please' 
my Father. And he intimates! the isame thing 
respecting his followers: — " If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my Disciples huked'' ' 
It may also greatly tend to ^convince or 
silence gainsayers, when our fmihfulness is 
such, as shall leave them no eoil thing to say 
of us. 

Fidelity will afford much consolatiofi to our 
own mind: Holiness and integrity are not what 
we can make a righteousness. of. But it is 
surely consolatory to have evidence of our 

• 1 John riiu i^, SJ. 
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accq^tance with God, and of our title /to saU 
vatfon. ^^ If ye keep my commandments^ yt 
shatl abide in my love ; eoen as I have kept my 
Father's cominandments and abide in his broe.'' ' 
St. Paul's joy and satisfaction were, greatly 
increased from this source ; for he declares, 
** our rejoicing is this^ the testimony of our con- 
science^ that in simplicity and godly sincerity ^ 
not with fleshly wisdom, but ^ by the grace of 
God^ we have had our conversation in the 
world.'' And truly, my brethren, if we have 
this blessed man's experience, fidelity, and 
integrity, we may look forward with his con- 
fidence; and in the hour of danger and of 
death we shall be able to take up his exalted 
and triumphant language — " I have fought a 
good fight J I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness^ which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day : 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
l&ve his appearing?' * 

But if, after all, any of us should be found 
" unfaithful" to our trust, our conscience, 
and our God ; can we expect that God shall 
not be faithful to his word, and oath ? Shall 
we dare to expect that we shall not experi- 
ence the fate of the fearful, the faithless, and 
the unbelieving ? Let us never forget that, 
if we deny him, he will also deny us ; that 
if a;e believe not, He abideth faithful, — Hecan^ 
not deny himsef'' May we, then, so conduct 

* John XV. 10. * % Tim. iv. 7. 
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ourselves as in the sight of God, that we may 
have in our breasts the abiding satis&ction 
that our heavenly Father will one day say — 
" JVell done, good and faithful stroant^ enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord'^ — Amen. 
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PREFACE. 



Jf UNERAL Sermons have, frequently, a sort of Local 
importance ; especially when the subject of them is worthy 
of the Christian name ; which may perhaps justify the 
frequency of their occurrence. But when the subject is 
a Christian Minister — a person of talent, and character — 
a genuine Son of the Church in which he laboured — Who 
loved her constitution, enforced her doctrines, defended her 
regimen, and afforded a just comment on his principles in 
his own conversation : — a discourse on the death of such a 
person, at least if the doctrines which he taught, and the 
character which he bore are interwoven with its Texture, 
has a more general claim to public attention. Pastors of 
eminence for piety and learning, who have closed theii; 
earthly career with honour to their profession, and benefit 
to mankind, afford a peculiarly interesting topic of con- 
templation, especially to Ministers, and more particularly 
to the Ministers of their own communion. The late 
Mr. Robinson, of Leicester, Vicar of St. Mary's in that 
Town, and Dr. Gilbee, Rector of Barhy, were of this 
number. They were bright ornaments both of the English 
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Church, and of Christianity; and their memories will he 
had in lasting remembrance. They were of that descrip- 
tion of the clergy, commonly called evangelicaL And 
their sentiments were what are usually termed calvinistic. 
It is much to be lamented, that our Brethren of the Clergy 
who bave been accustomed to connect with those epithets, 
almost every thing mean and contemptible, if not criminal 
and detestable, should not come near, and thoroughly exa- 
mine the character and pretensions* of this class of divines, in 
the persons of these two departed Heroes. It is true, they 
were favourable specimens: but they have left numbers 
behind them, who esteem it their honour and felicity, as 
they make it their study and labour, to imitate them. 
To endeavour to fix on such characters, the charge of. 
fanaticism, or to attach to them the stain of immorality, or 
to shew that their doctrines or their ministry, either 
encouraged the one, or gave countenance to the other; 
would inevitably bring more dishonour upon the person 
attempting it, than upon these divines ; whose labours and 
whose conduct, were so eminently] successful in the 
destruction of both. 

These men were Calvinists. Yet they were very rarely ad- 
vanced in their pulpits, at least in a doctrinal and contro- 
versial manner, any topic peculiarly savouring of those dis- 
tinguished sentiments : and divines somewhat of an antical- 
vinistic turn, loved them as Brethren, or revered them Us 
Father^. There is no essential hostility, or even difference^ 
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in Ae doctrines of this body of divines. And wherever 
persons are found who hold the fundamental principles of 
the Gospel, and of the Church of England, and make them' 
prominent in their ministry and practice^ they are esteemed 
by them as Friends, and coadjutors, whatever nominal 
distinction may exist between them. 

It is a painful feature of our day, to create distinctions 
and stir up jealousies. But surely the cause of Christianity, 
and of the Church pf England, will never prosper, to the 
extent so ardently to be desired, while, from any unhappy 
prejudices, such men as Robinsok and Gilbee are cast 
into the shade. This class of divines, and these very men, 
have been often accused of preaching " faith without 
works." They did preach " faith without works," (and so 
do the Scriptures, and so does the Church of England 
preach faith without works) as being both unnecessary, 
and destructive, in our justification. But did they preach 
faith without works, as ii faith could thrive or exist with- 
out producing them f Did they preach " faith without 
works," as evidence of our justification and salvation ? As 
commanded and accepted of God ? As our meetness for heaven, 
and as absolutely necessary in the economy of man's re- 
demption? If not, where is the justice; or rather where 
is not the injustice — the cruelty of such a charge? Let 
principles be tried by their fruits. IVe are quite sure^ that 
such examples for purity of doctrine — disinterestedness of 
principle — deadness to the world— fidelity in their conduct, 
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private, and mioisterial — ^laborioiisfieas in thdr calliag— 
and success in their ** turnii^ men from daikness to light, 
' and from the power of Satan onto God ; " from immoral, 
and wicked, to moral and devoted characters-r-are not to 
be found in any instance, among their accusers. 

It is certain however that divines of their spirit are rery 
&st rising up and increasing among us: and this is per- 
haps the best sign of the present times ; and of the reviving 
hopes of our excellent Establishment. May the period 
shortly arrive, when the great desire, and leading endeavour 
of all, both, ministers and 'people, will be, how to glorify 
their Lord and Master most, and to shew their princ^iks 
by works of charity and peace, and thus to " adorn the 
doctrine of God their Saviour in all things.^ 
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SERMON XVI. 

THE CHRIS'yiAN^ LIFE AND EXPECTATIQN. 

Philippians i. 21. 
Far me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

jCTl fair Test of the. Christian's character 
and integrity will be found in the manner in 
which he meets death ; and in the tCTfiper, 
spirit, and conduct, which he manifests under 
a near and certain approach of that awfiil 
Messenger. — Some, calling themselves cbris^ 
tians, enter into eternity with a careless in- 
difference, and fearless insensibility, infinitely 
unbecoming a rational and accountable crea- 
ture, just entering upon an abode which 
knows no change. Others there are, who, as 
they are unfit to be Cjalled into the presence of 
a holy God, So are they too proud, and too 
stubborn^ to ask for that grace which they 
need, and therefore die under a sullen gloom 
"with respect to futurity. Some, again, launch 
forth with an enthusiastic confidence; having 
no doubts, . though their principles be un- 
scriptural; and no hesitation though their 

Digitized by LnOOQ IC 



312 THE CHRISTIAN'S qPE 

conduct be not holy. None of these classes 
give the sober, and reflecting mind any satis- 
faction. At these the infidel will scoff; the 
profane, grow more hardened ; and the supine, 
more indifferent; and the serious mind be- 
come afflicted. But for a person in full view 
of the eternal world — of approaching dissolu^ 
tion — the awfulness of judgment and the 
responsibility of man, to have a confidence 
unshaken in entering the world of spirits, 
and a hope more alive as the scene draws 
more near; proves a divine work upon the 
mind, while it shews the reality and truth pf 
Christ's religion, and its wonderful power and 
^influence on the soul. 

The gospel does not lead us to expect, or 
to desire a rapturous and transporting depar- 
ture, as by the. fiery chariot of Elijah ; but it 
does encourage us to seek for a steady con- 
£deace, a peaceful expectation, and an assured 
hope. Without thisj the faithful would be 
wretched under the trials of the present life, 
and most miserable in the prospect of the 
future. It was tbe sweet experience, and 
comfortable assurance of salvation, whicli 
made David bear with patient fortitude the 
tribulations of a stormy period, ' and look for- 
ward to his departure out of this life, ks to 
his happiest day^ " David encouraged him'- 
self in the Lord his God;** — and he could 
say, *' although my house be not so> with 

' 1 Saoi. XXX. 6. S Sanu xxiii. 5, 
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Xjrpd, yet hath he made with mepxeoerlasting 
covenant ordered in all things aifrd sure : for 
this is all my salvation and all'tiiy desire.*' 
Such likewise was the prospect And the con- 
fidence of St. Paul. , He was in tribulations, 
patient; in the prison, joyful; and in death, 
triumphant. " I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness which the 
Lord the righteous judge shall give me at 
that day; and not unto me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing." ^ And in 
the passage before us, notwithstanding his 
"bonds,"* he could declare;' ** according to 
my earnest expectation and my hopei that in 
nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all 
boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall 
be magnified in my body, whether it be by 
life or by death." And such (if I mistake not) 
were the sentiments and the prospect of the 
dear and happy person who affords the sub- 
ject of our present meditations. To him^ as 
well as to St. Paul, '^^ to live was Christ, and 
to die was gain." 

May the Lord enable us to contemplate 
the death of this great and good man, to the 

flory of God, and our own edification. In 
im, I conceive, both these propositions were 
true : " To liv^ is Christ — to die is gain/' 
And here, let us pay a passing tribute of 

» % Tiro. iv. 6-8. * Vcr. 13. 3 Vcr. «0. 

P 
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i^ffection ai^i e^eec^, to two brethren in the 
spjrit 9nd hopes of tlpe gospel of Jesus Chmt^ 
who;^cre a,lsp twQ Fatfcrs, two afFeqtionate, 
aad watchf^jkl guardians of the Church of 
Eugkftd. These two — Robin/son an^i Gilb^e, 
are gone ^ " The beauty of Israel is slain^' " 
" They were lovely ^d pleasant in their 
Jived, and in th^ir de^tii they were" scarcely 
** ^livided/' There are few persons who were 
intimat^y acquainted with these great charac^ 
ters, whp do not fed real afflictiop^ and 
sympathy, with their Brethren, and with- the 
church' of Christ, under their loss. How 
n>y&terious that Providence, which has, spnve* 
what prematurely, i^empjved from spheres of 
usefulness these luimin,^ries of jhe English 
Church I But while \^^e drpp the tear of lov€ 
and regret, we cannot '* sorrpv ^s those iwfho 
have no hope." They are now reaping xhf 
reward of righteousness; and. we are taught 
by their e>^ajn pie, :and their departure, to "be 
•' followers of thepi who through faith and 
patience, inherit the projnises." Thjcir d^K>- 
trine, and their example had vast influence, 
while they were with ws; at\d now bei^g 
dead they yet speak: — Tis a vpice of warning 
from the Tomb; "be ye also ready/' If 
our mortal ears were li^teniog to the ^ng9 
in which they are joining* we should ipstaijitly 
l^arn tha.t all oth^r Considerations ar^ l.oss, 
compared with that of our. text. " To nietq 
live is Christ, and to die is gain.'* 

? 2Sanj.i. 19. 
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- JlRST.r^To, Live CIS Christ. 

[' THis;is'a Very jpjp^rjcal^le e^pre^^ion. "To 
Ji ve, IS Christ. ''-^q^^ to dif- 

ferein t translat i q ns of this passage of Scripture ; 
but i value the present; one niost of any with 
w]|lich I am acgu^inted, , It conveys the 
woaderful feelingSi and yie>vs of this man of 
God, respecting ti^e S^yiqur. It implies that 
JOhrf^i Was evprything in St. Paul's life — that, 
in his view, ljfe,tc>olf: it^. interest, itst import- 
arice, ijts €ffe<?t ffoni Christ: that, in short, it 
was only worthy of the name of life, as it 
ws^s related to Christ, derived from him^ and 
centered in Him. Christ, to the Apostle, 
Mfas " all in al V 

L This sentence seeing fairly to mean, that 
-—He lived upon Him as iff^ (luthor of^is life 
and salvation. ^ 

The natural man lives upon hiih^lf. He 
performs, it may be, some good works'; yea, 
-possibly, he may do *?inany things." He 
may be afFectionatjS to his relations ♦ kind to 
his acquaintance; honest before the world; 
ai!»d charitable to the* poor; — He may be, in 
a certain way, not only moral, but religious; — 
may pray*; read his Bible; attend regularly 
*tfcc .House of -GAd; take ^he Sacrament, 
.love to liear^-^admire • and \50mmend the 

minister; ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^9 pray> fast, and 
strive tp. subdue Qin, to^ repent a[iid believe ?n 
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some sort, the Gospel of God. While alt this 
time, he is seeking to live by his own excel- 
lencies, and expects salvation for his own 
"Works. He docs not, indeed, reject the Scri^* 
tures or utterly renounce Christ; but while 
he professes to trust to him for salvation, he 
secretly hopes^r^^ to make hiw&dfxvorthy of 
his acceptance. And as the carnal mind is 
Enmity against God, and his way of salvation; 
if such a one be exhorted to castaway entirely 
his own selfish hopes, and to live on Christ, 
and rest on him alone for salvation, he will 
probably reply, •* this ii a hard saytng, who 
can hear it." . ^ 

But the soul that is deeply convinced 6f 
sin, that has got a clear ihsi^ht into the evils 
of his own heart; and knows, by pairififil 
experience, that, of himself, he can do no- 
thing, and merit nothing at God's hands, 
and that after all his earnest endeavours, he 
must utterly perish, and that deservedly, un- 
less he receives salvation as a free gift from 
God : — Such a mind, so taught, will renounce 
air things " for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chfist Jesus his Lord." He will 
readily ^VsufFer the loss of all things to win 
Christ and be fqund in him, not having his 
own righteousness which is of the law, hurt 
the righteousness which is of God by faith.-' — 
He will now Uve on Christy as having life and 
ttourishment, support and consolation; accesis 
to God, and hope of heaven, through him. 
It is no offence, but a delight to him, to hear 
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Christ say, ^* except ye eat the flesh of the 
^on of Man and drink his blood, ye have no 
^fe in you-" Thus with St. Paul, he declares, "I 
sxn cruciiied with Christ, nevertheless I live^ 
yet not /, but Christ liveth in mcy and the life 
that I now live in the flesh I live by the faith 
if the Son of God^ who loved me and gave 
himself for me." 

11. That he lived to His glory as the great end 
and object dfhis being, 

. As the real Christian derives his life from 
Christ, and feeds upon him^ as the life of his 
soul, never forgetting that ** he is dead and 
his life hid with Christ in God:" — So he 
makes his glory the grand end of all his 
actions, words and thoughts. In this parti- 
cular, the true Christian stands alone. How- 
ever worldly-minded . persons, or mere pro- 
fessors of religion, may labour, study, preach, 
pray, or give alms; there is uniformly ^poisonous 
capker at the root of all their performances. 
They do these things " to be seen of men^'* 
or to recommend themselves to the favour of 
God ; and " of men only will they have their 
reward :" '* So long as they do well unto them^ 
selves^ men will speak good of them,'' but GxHt 
wUt reject them. Tliere is nothing, however, 
truly spiritual . in all they do. The great 
defect is, it does not reach to God. — ^And here- 
in, I conceive, lies the grand defect of tiie 
numerous systems of morals raised by philoso- 
phers in the past| and present day. £ven 
V 3 
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those which profess a .-regard M XhegMisriil^ 
good, in their ideas and» doicriptions of 
moral virtue, almost ilniversdiry' omit tbei 
only acceptable and scriptural critbrion, "YAe: 
glory of God'' . ." 

But the Christian aitos at the same ends, . 
and is primarily governed b'^Ui> sume motives : 
as his Lord and Saviour was. It is. hi&i 
supreme delight and endeavour to display 
the perfections, and to promote the honour, 
and designs of his divine Master. *^T6 him 
to live is Christ/' /rw* honour, and Ais ^afise, 
are the theme of his discourse, and the end of^ 
his living. All things were made by Chrii^t 
bis Saviour, and :" in hJm'are hid all* the 
treasures of wisdom and Tcnowledge;" from 
Him the believer recarces ail; and to Ijim ait 
should tend. " For Him they are and 7V€re» 
created.^' All things we]^e made to be' stib^* 
servient ^o Cb];ist, atid to speak . fei^th ihii 
praise. And the end oiVhri^'^s comingintothe 
world was to display the Jpetfectiohs^ and! to 
make. the glory of God known. ' He: lived' 
and died for this end. Ilhis end is likewise 
graciously answered, when siiinerS are raised' 
from their grovelling, earthly, and . selfish* 
aims and views, to contemplate an'd admire^ 
the divine beauty ; and when they aife l6d tto dis- 
play these sacred perfections in all thpir life 
and conversation; This -xvas St. PauKs "con- 
duct, and recommendation : *^ Whether* ye 
eat or drink, or whatcvef ye do, do alt to the 
glory of God.'' ^^, . ./' 
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In tfais^ay, we ou^ht to consecrate body 
and soul to him ; ^^ that whether we live we 
Kve unto the Lot A, and whether we die we 
dte unto the Lord, wheti^rr living, therefore, 
or dyilij^ we are the Lords.'' We are the 
liOrd's. creatures ; the formation of his power, 
and the purchase of his btpod. ' We are " not 
our own, but bought with a price, therefore," 
*iyfe theApostlcy ** glorify God in your bodies, 
and in your spirits which dre his," And this 
ws^ the example as well ks thef pVecept of that 
mm of God. '' That Christ,'* say* he, " in 
allf.thin^ may be glorified in my body, 
wJiether h be by life'otby deat^." 7%j> is the 
true end of man. This ik his duty ; yea it is 
hisi happfnes^ and honour: and every mind 
i%htly informed and-tllily ihfltrenced by the 
spttrit of Christ, will mtke it his business and , 
itelight. 

^ni. That his life is devoted to the support of 
Mtf cause. 

^ it is quite evident that the natural man 
does little, comparatively, for the Saviour's 
eatifte. However he may infcidentally further 
the progress of religion' by his'learning or in- 
fluance, as there are two great defedts, namely, 
ti^ prinoipky and the c;?rf, feo there will be 
likewise a deficiency in his iperseverance, 
whenever those sources^ of action Jail^ which 
gave the first spring, to irisrexettion^. i ' Worldly 
minds can only be called inio actiott, 6t con^ 
tinned in it, by ivoridk/ motives. Thus we 
p 4 
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constantly perceive that men qf talents a^ 
power '' change their wdy^^' as the times im^ 
taste of the age leads. And numerous. pf0f* 
fessors of religion run, or appear to run mtUr 
iii the ways of truth for a while, but when 
difficulties, or ^' persecution arise, becaiis^ of 
the word, by and by they are offended." 

But not so the Christian. He knows tj^ 
great value of immortal souls,* and theessentkil 
importance of the Gospel for their 3alvatiiHi«< 
He has learnt this, by experience. He bftft 
felt' the ** bitter pains*\^Tising from the dcA^ 
and apprehension of t^ eternal death;'' .and, 
the joytul satisfaction of having obtained d^r* 
live ranee from them by the grace of the gospeV 
He now feels the importance of that declara** 
tjon concerning Christ — " Who gavis /fifl^t?^ 
for ilSk^ He gave " himself ^'^ not a creature: 
gave himself *' for w^," and not for angejs.-'-rr: 
The end was, " to redeem us from all iniquity^ 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people 
zealous of good works." tJere then the 
believer sees the true value o^f^nmorial soul^^r 
Creation could not furnish aiji^^idequate, price 
for their ^redemption. 'JThfrefore Qod sent. 
^^ his own Son." He " ^fll^Tf^P^ him up fop 
us all." Yet Christ 2l&o;gm^ himself Xqt €^t^r 
salvation. It is true, he had the glory of ^is, 
lather first in view, and this M'as. the. oirfy 
way of fliaking his genuine perfections Ip^owm j 
to an adoiiring world, by ^^ creating ^ nG>ff ^ 
thing in the earth." .j^i.^ 

But if Christ ^a?c?^^i»M^^ to this \i«)rk~W*, 
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pdM^era, his labours, his life ; it must needs be 
ikht the beings who are enlightened to see 
^ings as Christ sees them, and to approve 
#h)ttt he approves; will devote themsehes t& 
iJie same blessed end. Not indeed to join 
with Christ in his office of redemption, but 
" as workers together with God," in the 
vineyard, which his own hand has planted : — . 
As persons employed by him to make his 
gracious pleasure known to his perishing crea- 
tures, and to do all in their power to promote 
their salvation. This was really the conduct 
of St. Paul. We hear (and it ravishes our 
hearts to hear) him saying ; /* / do all things 
for the elecfs sake : Siud^ like his Lord, we find 
him, not doing his own will, but the will 
of him that sent him, while he " laboured 
more abundantly than they all,'* for the pro- 
motion of his Redeemer's kingdom among 
men. 

As a faithful ** ambassador for Christ, he 
never ceased his exertions in the cause of his 
Saviour, from the day in which God called 
him by his grace, and revealed his Son in 
him." Evil report, and good report, bonds, 
imprisonment, and the terrors of death itself, 
could no way move his resolution, or damp the 
ardor 6f his soul. " 7%e hve of Christ con- 
strained"^ him : and for his cause he ** suffered 
the loss of all" temporal enjoyments?, pos- 
sessions, and expectations, lie proved the 
reality of his conversion, and the force of his 
affection by this final expostulation to the 
p5 
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brethren— " W^hat memiiye to \yte^ anch^ta 
break mine heart., i¥ot I am ready'iiot *Q?be 
bound only, but also to die at Jerasalem fok 
the name of.tbiB.t.ord Jesus:"' yea^. like% 
genuine <uartyr, be declares '" nont of Aese 
things move tn^i neither "count I iny lift dear 
unto myself 80 Xh^Ht I may finish my course with 
joy, and the nlibistryi which I hdve received 
of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel' of the 
grace of God."* / ■ 

Let those who fancy thcife ii no essential 
difference in the principle,' 5!^d iiearts of men, 
save only in name, conteAplate this sufc^ct 
in the example of St. Paul; 'and' cbHsider 
him, both Ae/ore! his conversion,' wheh he was^ 
** touching die righteousness yhidh is of. the 
blameless;'' and qftarmardSs, .when fdr Gl^tf^ 
sake, and for his chutches' sake,' he Was ^fTcady 
to be offered" up, and t6 sacvifijcei even: Jite 
itself in His honour and in His cause. 

IV. That his life is employed to exemplifjf JSjis 
truths in the imitation of His^examfikf :, , 

The direct and immediate work of grace oil 
the mind is to implant a new liature, and to 
stamp upon the. soul the defaced image of 
God. That image can only be restored; and 
preserved by uniott with Christ. : Mkn^ as the 
first grand head of his species was^ trifedy and 
** found wantiijg./" He soon lost his- prinieir^l 
beauty. It would, therefore, be tidther hoBsrar- 
abletoGod, nor safe to the soulj' floi^oft^t 

^ Actsxii.lS. *Chal).ii.W 
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^HiA.lagam with his own silvatiou: Hi^ 
" ii/c" is now> therefore, " hid with Christ in 
Q^dJ' Tte believer, is one with Christ. He 
shkips in his light — lives by his grafce — and 
parjtekes of his spirit The. Image of . Christ, 
Is in him. .Christ was the, perfect Ima^ of 
the Invisible, God. And the true Chriistian, 
in his measure^ displays the character of his 
Saviour. This is the true Image, or likeness 
(>f God. Now as the Saviour, ae^o^, the 
righteous servant of God is^ "According to 
Ae.mcasure of the gift of Chri&t," the Chfis- 
liai^is a true follower of his Lord. Christ is; 
his pattern, /and his power. He takes his aim 
hdre, and hence he derives his energy,^ and bis 
support. Christ is both his example and Jiis 
influimce. This inspired the ^diartat;ion; 
" be ye followers of me, as I also am of Christ 
Jesus/'. Thus the devoted believer ^^ puis on 
Chfisi'' He is clothed with him. Clothed 
with his robe of righteousness; — in this he 
stands before God without spot or wrinkle on 
ahy such thing. He is inwal-dly. adorned 
with Christ : — ^Through this, the inward man 
is holy; and through this bis .gracipus spirit 
atid: pious services are " pleasant, and accep- 
table to God/' M.The King's daughter is. all 
glorotis within; bcr clothing is of wrought 
gold." In every thing now, (so far as the 
aonl imbibes the spirit of Christ) the real 
ctiiikvcrt lives upon and imitates, him. ^^ I live^ 
yfetnot/, butCAm^livethmTwe." "/laboured 
v6 
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more abundantly than they all ; yet not /, fnrik 
the grace of God that . was with me." >• V > 

What a character^r— what a con^ideratioa^iER 
this ! where we behold such a Chrktian, we bo^ 
hold the Saviour. He is a real aharaeter^ it. 
is true ; and he is another man, a ^^ new man :'' 
** Old things are passed away, behold alt 
things are become new." But then this spirit 
was both given by Christ, and is sosteined by 
union with him. He has nothing in himself^ 
but all from Jesus Christ, his Lord. When/* 
therefore this holy character, thus views things^ 
as Christ viewed them — loves, what he loved — -*' 
pursues, what he pursued — seeks the gloiy of 
his heatenly Father, and the salvatioD of die 
church which Christ sought; living upon 
Him, walking as he walked^ and ascpibingi 
all to tlie glory of God ; this seems to be the 
spirit of our text: for me to live is Chrwt.* 
This is Christ. It is Christ'^ work, Clmst's* 
character, Christ's glory. It is as iS Christ 
lived wer again in the Christian. 

Reflect, O! my reader; think O my. soul^ 
M'hat it is to realize such a declaration as tbis^ — -' 
" For me^ to live is Christ!'' What do /know. 
of this? What do ^ow, my dear reader, fee^;- 
enjoy, and exhibit of this character? .Oh 
consider this is the life of the sotilm-it is kea»m 
begun! 

Do you ask, as some do, how little religion 
will take us to heaven ? Hommudi eonfmm^ 
to the xoorld will be admitted? Bf>%r raudor - 
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sfii^sltness or indolence, we may indulge?^ 
Oh shame! — ^Why do you not ask at once/ 
hov much you may ht Unlike Christ, and 
yet^ be a Christian f How wicked you may be, 
and yet be holy! How miserable you may 
be, and yet be happy! — Saint Paul did 
riot thus, O time-serving, unchristian souls, 
St. Paul, did not thus teach, and would you 
thus, learn Christ? He could not be con- 
tent, unless the temper— the mind — the un- 
wearied diligence — the flaming ardor — the 
heiavenly-mindedness^— the deaclness to the 
worldj which were *tnf' Christ were found in 
htms^y^. Such was St. Paul. 

Such alsoy in many essential particulars, 
was our departed brother. He likewise could 
s^y» yea he did say, " to me to live is Christ.*' 
He was not an Apostle. But perhaps in many 
respects, (especially in his talents and classi- 
cal attainments,) the deceased ranked high 
among his brethren, as the Apostle Paul, 
among the disciples. 

Saint Paul's soul was doubtless of the first 
magnitude. He had prodigious powers of 
language; and a pure classic taste; which 
(thmigh he despised its factitious ornaments,) 
he. could not conceal. He added, to a 
siiYguiarly rich native genius, a large extent 
of learning. The greatness of his views, 
were equalled by few. He understands and 
en»braces. the whole of every subject. He 
lajrs his foundation in simphcity and truth; 
and raises the superstructure in a grand and 
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majestic niatiner. His^greitiinhid waft filled 
with Christ. His buruing 2eal — ifcis.Mirdeiii 
love — ^his persevering iud«stry<— rHb. laberi^ 
ous services, and hispatient^hduraniBevft^}} 
ever stand as lasting memorisilsivof its^^trMb^ 
and as the^ best comment upon .oimt »Text: 
'* To me to lik)€ is Christ'! . . >v . * r 

Your Pastor also ' i . . ) ,j 

Had a great mind;— a 'cultivated, under* 
standing — a refined taste.. A learned samiiwryl 
the Charter Hoose^ can testify, and boW ia 
hoiioured remembrance, the early gonninatioii 
of his abilities as a cTassic. «.And a&ibk 
youth ripened, and his intellect exp^ivd^ 
they unfolded the doors of his uqdei^tandtpg, 
and quickly disclosed a mind as, TichLy&i^ 
nished by nature, as highly decorated Jbgr,wfc 
Dr. Gilbee's mind, (like a soil, natucally /lux* 
u riant,) wben weU cultivated and p^operfy 
trained, displayed the pow42r3 of. no mean 
genius. — ^Tbi^ was the Man: but. what wa$ 
the Christian? 

Haw were these great taknts dweeted? . 

That which makes a maa « truly greats *h 
the excellency of the spirit which contirob 
his powers, ' and directs them taytheir|H'oper 
ends. Without ^/2i>, a great mind is a' great 
evil. " One (such) sinner destroys ]nu€}k 
good." Dr. Gilbce's talents^ however^ mett 
well directed. They were^ not iemplQyed 4o 
flatter his own vanity, or to £11 himc-with'tbe 
pride of parts ; — they weife not prostituted.M 
defend error, to make viee.paktaMe^ i €>r'*t^ 
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emblwon the foiWes of tlie great : But they 
were . emploj^ed, (and ibere^ your advaniii^e 
arcfte^) to defend and lestabli^h truth ;-»-To 
lUustoite the gospel of the grace of Cod j — to 
detect and destroy error; and to " adorn the 
iloctrine of God his Savioirr m all things/^ 
We shall say a few words itespecting bur de- 
parted brother under several particulars. 

I. Js a Preacher. .' r - » 
: In this department I consider Dr. Oilbee 
to have excelled : He had a wdl-ftlirnished 
mindy and^ a warm heart; "tiis^ jddgmient 
was clear^ and comprehensive-^— his piety, 
fervent and sciipturali ^ lie possessed' pe- 
culiarly those qualifications which make a 
good preacher— ^purity of principle, combined 
with sincerity and (affectiottofi heart. ' 

Hh mariner^ was singulatly niuiffectei. 
I do not remember to have seen 'more dig- 
nified . simplicity in a pulpit^ than i^h^ it 
was occupied by Dr. Gilbee; Though c^p6We 
of ap inspiring and commaading el^qtieticej 
he did not in any sort aifect the oraton He 
met the meanest' of his hearetfe iri his lati4 
guage^ and condescended to the lowest ca- 
pacity in his mode of declaring truth. He 
BOt only caused himself tb be understood^ 
but to be/e^ by all. 

His doctrine^ you can ' testify, was the 
doctrine of the^ Scriptures ahd of the Church 
of England. With respect t6 this, "^ Christ 
was bis ^" in the puipit. Though 'more 
captbitf thM most, of 'Mtracting Applause, 
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bis ^* speech" and Hb " preaching/' was' i«>fe; 
with inticing words of man's wisdom : Hif 
** preached not himself, but Christ Jesus tbe* 
Lord." Yes, he preached Christ Jesus, ^ttt^ 
his Divine Person ; — ^his glorious offices;-^ 
his perfect character as : Prophet, Priest, and 
King of his Church : These were the great 
theme of his discourses. He not cmfy de* 
clared to you (as a system of doctrines,) *f all 
the counsel of God;" but his earnestness 
and affection, proved how much he had tbeM 
at heart : How much importance he attached 
to them ; how much he supposed tt> depend 
upon them; and how much he hoped for 
from them. • 

Your hearts testify, and in some of you, 
the life of your souls bear witness, that -be 
told '* you the truth." He taught you jus- 
tification by Christ's righteousness^ through 
taith alone, as your only title to heaven, and 
as your way of access to God; — sanctifica- 
tion of spirit by the regenerating efficacy of 
the Holy Ghost, made absolutely necesigpary 
by the total corruption of our nature j-^frec 
adoption into God's family, and experinoeatal 
acquaintance '* witb the Father, and with^ 
his Son Jesus Christ;" — and perseverance by 
the spirit and grace of Christ, by whose 
power }^u are kept '^ through faith unto sal« 
vation." These ne delivered with such }«r^ 
spicuity and foice, and with such persiiJMre 
eloquence, as to charm the hieart 6f ^ the 
believer; and if not to convince at* least 
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g^tly to silence gainsayers. He could 
jJMw of no heterogeneous commixture of 
mill's doings in conjunction with the Saviour's, 
Mfi0rk in the economy of salvation. He 
taught you nevertheless, the true nature, and 
proper place of 

Good Works. Though he strictly and 
rigidLy refused to your own righteousness^ 
my part of your justification before God ; he 
enforced . good works as evidence of your 
justification ; — He stated them to be required 
of God, and acceptable to him by faith in 
Christ Jesus ; (not acceptable to him as 
performed by natural man, for the natural 
man " cannot please God ;")^- that by these, 
you testify your gratitude to your heavenly 
Father, and shew that you are partakers of a 
divine nature; — that m genuine holiness con-^ 
sists your meetness for heaven ; — and that it 
will be the measure of that proportion of 
felicity, which ycm have in blissful expecta-^ 
tion. He was eoually hostile to that phari* 
saical spirit, which robs the Redeemer of his 
gjk>ry, and to that Antinomian licentiousness^ 
vv^yd)> under a pretence of exalting free 
grace^ makes void both law and gospel. 
While he scrupulously asserted the doctrines 
of grace, he as strenuously insisted upon 
their being practically received. He zealously 
taught, after St. Paul's example, that " without 
helmfif no man shall see the Lord.'' Thus 

fott were privileged with a minister (afl ta 
jr:ST*yiCXZON) of the first rank, 
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S. His characUr 08 m ^XAISLTLTS.^ 
Out of the pulpiti as well i^ in it/iie'^inii 
an example worthy of iraitaticm. '^Ji£^ al9<» 
we may rfepeat, Yo him t&4voewa» Gkfiit. M'^r 

DEDITY. > ' -iU ! tf 

He cordially embraced St. PttuFs "si^j^- 
tions of A faithful mi^istSr, Avbieii are v^utt 
in the following advide given itt^riils helot^ 
Titus. •' In all things shewiwg^ thyself i:ia 
pattern of good worked;' in ddctrine-^hewl^ 
nncorruptness, gravi ty^isWicerityj sound^poefcb, 
which caiinot be condemHed^" ; He imbibed 
the spirit of the same holy adviqe of Paii^.to 
his son Timothy. " 'Hion, O matt of Goit 
— follow after rightebasnefi^s, godfjit^ess, faitb{. 
love, patience, meekndsl*' ^ He "held iftuft 
the form of sound words in faith and Icrt^.'^ 
You know how faithfoliy he warned ydtt 
** to flee from die wrath^to come*'^' How kindly 
and affectionately he invil^ jyoii to italOd 
refuge in Christ Jesus, '^ thfe^hope, the ottly 
hope set before you in* the gospel. -^l^Dil 
know that he " kept bafck nothings thatv was 
profitable unto you;'%iit shewed yaiMf mkd 
taught you publicly, 'and f ron\ ' bouge tft 
house, testifying," " bolfetosmfatlatidgrdat,"^ 
"repentance towards God, *Sd fkith iii.dbr 
Lord Jesus Christ." Ym bteirts besir hifii 
record that he is free ftom your btood* * -Xlbftf 
he " shunned not to declare uttto y*ou ttU' iIm 
counsel of God." Yes,^ Dr. 6itb€eJ«ras % 
" workman that needed not to 4>e ^^hairtedt 
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rigbtly dividini^ the word of truth'; te^hin^ 
every nian, and warning every man, that br 
might present every man perfect ja Chvist 
Jesus." .»' ^ V «*' i . . . . . .1 

He was an esampk qfi humility andfatherty 
kindness. ...... c. . t / > > 

There was nothing of 4iie pomp, the pride, 
a^id love of distinction, in him, which charac^ 
terise this world's greatness. No learned 
pedantry, nor supercilious disdain. He had 
a child-like simplicity aiid meekness abb)iit 
him, n6t very common, where distinguislied 
talents, and great acquirements, are .found. 
He discovered true greatness of spirit in his 
readiness to become servant to all. »In this 
particular, it might with more than visual 
proprrety be said, that the same mind reigned^ 
in him wWch was perfect in Christ Jesus/' 
He copied veuy faithfully, St. Paul's examplei 
'*Nor.of men sought we glory, neither of 
you, nop yet of others;^' ^^*lDut we were gentle 
among you even as a-nursc cherisheth her 
children : So being afFectioiiately desirous of 
you, ^e were willing to. haye imparted ^ unto 
yxHi, not the gospel of God only, but also 
oUsT own souls, because ye were dear unto us," 
He ^ould indeed say; " ye are ourwitnesseSjV 
and God also, how holily, ^nd justlyy and tin- 
blameably we behaved ourselves ^among yon 
that believe. As ye know how we exhorted, 
and comforted, and charged crery one of yotf, 
as a father doth his children."^ Hd was '* an^ 

» l>hii. ii. 5. » ittesi. iii. 6«li. 
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example of the believers, in ward, in conver- 
sation, in charity, in spirit, in feith, in purity*" * 
Those of you who have withstood his wordv 
must acknowledge, that he was " g^itle unto 
all men, apt to teach, patient ;" that he ^^ in 
meekness mstructed those that opposed them^ 
selves; if God perad venture would giv€ them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 
and that they might recover themselves out 
of the snare of the Devil, who were taken 
captive by him at his will."* 

He was an example of disinterestedness^ of 
heart in his office. 

There was certainly in him a peculiar dead** 
ness to the world : A character, which every 
Christian should possess ; but how , essential 
to the true Minister of Jesus Christ! Yet how 
seldom found to the extent so desirable, in 
persons so situated for example, instruction^, 
and influence. How can we recommend dead* 
ness to the world in our iftock, if we disoover 
over-weened attachment to it in ourselves? 
How can we rebuke interested and selfish 
professors with any effect, if they perceivpin 
us the prevalence of the same dispc^itiopB?, 
But how shall we give our account as sbcpr. 
herds when tl^ great Shepherd and Bishc^.c^ 
our souls shall app^r, if we have fed our^ 
selves, and not the flock? Or iti with more 
awful selfishness and disregard pf the squIs^ 
<tommitted to our care, we should be found 
to. "eat the fat," and ** to clothe oui^elves. 

; I Tim. iT, x%. * gTm. i). f 4-«f . 
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VJtTi the wool."* Must we not expect tfte 
** woe" denounced of God against such slaep- 
Jferds, — " / am against the shepherds^ saith 
theZordf'^ 

Our Brother, however, was a man of another 
cast. He lived, not for this world, but the 
next. His benevolent heart proved how he had 
learned to seek the good of his flock, and to 
shew "good-will to men." These cannot 
refuse to him the. praise which the Apostle 
assumed to himself, — " We sought not^owr^, 
but you."' In every good way, he esteemed 
it *' more blessed to give than to received ^ 
He received St. Peter's admonition, as one 
which corresponded with the feelings 6f his 
heart — ** Feed the Flock of God which is among 
you, taking the oversight thereof, not by 
constraint, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, 
but of a ready mind ; neither as being lords 
over God's heritage, but being ensamples to 
die flock."* And he could look with con- 
fidence to the fulfilment of the promise an- 
nexed. — ^** And when the chief Shepherd shall 
■appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away." ^ — Like his Lord, and like 
the great Apostle, he made the Pastoral office 
the grand business of his life. I do not mean 
to say that he fell a sacrifice to the work of 
the ministry ; but I trust there is truth in the 
declaration that, both his life and premature 
death, proved how truly he adopted St. Paul's 

' EMk.xxxiv. 2, 3. » Ver. 10. 3 % Cor. vii. 14. 

♦ Acts XX, S5. ^1 Pet. v. 2, 3. « V«r. 4. 
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He was a true l&ver of peace. His soul Mi 
breathed tKe breath of heaven. And' the 
spng of angels, was a theme on which he not 
only dwelt in his instruction to his peppte; 
but he embodied his own instruction; and 
ijlustraterd the heaven-born blessing' of *' go(^ 
"will t(fa>ard men,''^ in his own example. It 
could not be wejl attributed to ki^, i*' be did 
^(^X " Hv? peaceably with all med.*' ' - His oriy 
wfliity was agains^t sin. He .cpmpa$aiotiated 
the sijiner, and wished him W^H. - Ifatiy 
thought him unfriendly, it.could Qftly bs 
whai he rebuked thfem for their «in. Even 
this was his love to jrt^eir souls. He eouM 
not suffer sin to remain upon them. But here 
tlje offetid^r alojie was' to blame.. He might 
with propriety have asked him, am I tjhftrcfmt 
become your enemj^, because I tell you the 
truth,:* but surely One sq pacific and.^tooflfeud- 
ing, cannot haVe left any enemy behind,- 

I shall only introdiice one qftaKty. more, 
apd in this he shone like one whose so^ was 
-^p elevated with the hope of heaven, a$ to be 
Teconciled to dissolution. 

ms patience and resignation. 

perhaps these are the rarest, and most 
difficult tq be attamed,; of the Christian 
graces. The more active excellences: fiave 
^Q^ething to:6Kcite them strongly to aatioii; 

.;! ICqc. sit. 15. .« Lok9 m 14. '^.BAWki zii. tf. 

* ♦.<5ai, ir^ 1=6, .... 
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tiv^iiy external and fteshJy ps^sions, and 
Tpty^tsf prompt th^ soul. But here^ their 
intlii^Qce recedes to a remoter distance, and 
leaves ^he genuine principles to their own 
liue and un bussed effect. Our brother here 
greatly excelled. He did not preach to 
others what lie did not practise himself. 
And I would tp God that every Christian 
minister among us, duly bore this in mind^ 
£(nd as duly attended to the consideration, 
that pur own habits and practices are a com'^ 
^ent ppon our doctrines^, which our hearers 
will not fail to understand. However clear 
our advice may seem to be in the pulpit; and 
however apparently qec^ssary its sanctifying 
efficacy ; if our conduct contradict it, the 
infallible infereijice must be that our instruc* 
tion cannot be so understood. 
• \ belieye Dr- Gilbee coul^ say, and say 
heartily, " not my willy but , thine be 4one.'* 
Th^re were many dpmestic and ministerial 
considerations which made his life important* 
But he knew well that aU events are in the 
hands of him who "doeth all things well." 
He declared to a friend, in his last illness, his 
opinion of the efl(icacy of Christian principles 
to subdue self-will, and " bring in every 
thought, into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ." ** I dp not like," he observed, 
^* those Christians who cannot submit to 
what God is doing." We easily admit the 
propriety of theobscrvation ; but to give it 
as an answer to all questions about patience 
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and resignation, under circumstances af 'khe 
deepest affliction, requires a great portion^ 'of 
divine faith. His dying testimony, I belift^, 
M^as of the same heavenly cast. He had *' a 
desire to depart, and be with Christ,"^ if bis 
heavenly Father so thought good; neverthe- 
less, he was resigned to abide longer in the 
flesh, if that were needful for his chtlreh and 
people. 

I have given the reader a brief, but'! lidjje 
faithful sketch, (so far as my acquaintance 
enabled me) of this man of God. HadrJ 
been better informed, I could have enricTlcSd 
this discourse with.many valuable sentiments, 
and pious anecdotes of our departed brother. 
I have, however, the satisfaction of saying, 
that, under the lack of such communiQation, 
I have, since these ideas were put to- 
gether, and the sermon preached, received 
the testimony of this cfying saint. • It hias 
been delivered to me in writing, - and -was 
taken down by two or three firiendsj in his 
almost departing hour. I am persuaded that 
you will not only excuse me for inserting 'it; 
but would think me inexcusable if I did 6ot. 
It is entitled, The Dying Testimotiy of the 
Rev. Earl Gilbee, &c. I shall itttrodtiec it 
under the next head, with a few remarks Wpon 
it; as proof, in his case, thit Indeed **/o rffe is 
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llMf Peudet ^\l\ tioKv be prepared tx>: acebm'- 
pihiy me tlipough ^ Very brief discussion of 
^i^cbnd ^visicm of oar text ; namely, 

SECONDtr,-^" to DIE IS GAIK." 

^Ofl ftfe befetehand cotiviiio^ that this ii* 
itfdbed the ectse of our depaited brother. In 
tresiting upon thd first p»rt of our text, I 
m^tiseV^ avoidied drawing the ^picture from 
^r. Gilbee. I Wished the Apo5tle?s lauguage 
i^i^v^ ite natJil¥ai «nd independent effect 
You feaVe now an op|)ortuiiity, however, of 
seeing ho^ fax Sl?^ Paul's draught and our 
bi?o^lSr'si ^haradter correspond. If to bim^ 
^Vto live was Chriist^" we a»e sui?e, to him, 
^^ to-die isg^in." 

, MattFf persons wish for no betite^ heaven 
tbto th*? present world. Nor could they 
enjoy a better. They have no ta^te,^ no dis* 
oeitmient, a^d no affection corresponding 
Witbthe objects, eec^rcises, and eiijoymeiits 
of the world of glory. But not so the 
rigbt^bus. Their bliss will be worthy of him 
twfeb gives it. 

1, They milt ^it^ the immediMe pref^ence of 
Of^ in Christ. This expectation animates 
theii: souls, while here; a tid their redeeming 
God has pledged his word and oath, that they 
isball liot be disappointed: Christ himself 
had " a joy set before him," for which •'he 
endured the Cro^i and diesfpised the shame." 
Hn fill! desite was, '' Father glorify thou qie 
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with thine owoself." The Aposdie's dtiim 
ivas to depart, and "to be with ^C^risti!^ 
Where Christ is, heaven is ; even if it be^Q 
earth. '' IVith Christr This is direct and 
fiill proof of immediate felicity after deaths 
The notion of sleeping till the resurrection 
*has a gloom about it, \d)ich the holy ardour 
of the devout soul cannot endure. Whsii 
Christ's love is ntm alive, and the soul in. a 
divine frame, whatever interrupts our views 
of Christ, is very painful. But what would 
it be then^ when all the soul is Iqve. The 
presence of Christ is made eoerjf thing by St 
l^aul, ^hen he would animate his fellow 
soldiers to proper conduct '* Then we which 
iftre alive and remain, shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air; and so shall we evfer 
be with the Lord. . Wherefore comfort t^coe 
another with these words.'' ' 

2. Th^ will lea'oe all sorrow and sin behind. 
The most contented and Christian mind^ 
has many trials, and much affliction, while 
passing through this vale of tears. There is 
a great deal to embarrass and to afflict, which 
will, in the world of glory, be done away. — 
There is much from without. The sin of this 
wicked world — The hardness of menV hearts, 
in rejecting Christ as the only Saviour of 
sinners, when proposed to them — The hypo- 
crisy of many pretenders to religion-^The 
dishonour done to it by others; darii^^and 
i>pen profligacy^ in the micfot. of gospel %ht-— 

? 1 Thesa iv. 17, 18. 
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laid the imperfection of Christians iu their 
heBt estatje, are here trials of a more painful 
nature, than many can conceive; and they 
brodigiously diminish that bliss, which will 
te found without alloy in heaven. The con- 
test too between flesh and spirit within.-^ 
Th€» unregenerate know nothing of this com-* 
bat. The remonstrances of natural conscience, 
and Uie opposition of an informed judgment 
in worldly men, is a strife of a very different 
aiatur^. But thfe pious mind has frequently 
more trouble in enduring " the plague of his 
own heart," than from all the world beside. 
In heaven, however, these trials will have np 
place; the contest will not enter there;; an4 
these, and all other troubles, will be done 
zway. How blessed the declaration, " There 
the mcked cease from troubling; there ;the 
t»c«/^ are at re^^", lEvery thing is peac^. 

3. Their happiness will be j&^r/ee^e</. '^ To 
PIE IS Gain." There will be no compari- 
son between the most enviable state of felicity 
on earth, and the lowest state of joy in heavpn* 
The remembrance of what is past may serve, 
by way of contrast, to heigh ten, the delights 
of the blessed, but the few drops of bli§3 
which we here receive from the ocean of 
Jove, will then be as if they had never been. 
Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord; 
yea, saith the spirit, for they rest from their a 
labours^ and their wprfcs do follow them.'' 
Great -^ninds will be^ still greater. Seeing 
Christ as he is, they will be like him; and 
Q 2 
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** wften he slmU come to be glorified iu his 
^H'^s^ and to be admired in all t%em that 
believe/* ^*then shall he place a crown ^jairp 
gold upon' therr head." 

4. Their happiness will be uninferrtipted and 
etermi. It is a great drawback to the ]>teasttfes 
•of time, that they are not only Rdbk t& be 
ittterrupted, but almost sure to be iSO. Sifa 
has nringled so much poison with evtty plea^ 
surable ingredient, that none liow can be 
found without it. Saint Paul Was so^ con- 
scious' of tribniatfons here; that he says, "if in 
this life only we hate hope in Christ, We stre 
of all men most miserable." But in that 
\t^rld ef glory their hearts will r^oice, and 
their "joy no man taketh from them.'' Bere, 
our best joys quickly cease, Biit there, they 
will be etertial. Christ declares, " I gireutfW 
them- eternal life, and they shall never peri^:^ 
and adds, "^he glory which thou gavest me, 
I hive given them,'' and thus continues^: 
" Father, I will that they whom Aou hast 
given me, be with me where I am, tK&t they 
may behold my glory which thou hast gi ven fnc, 
for thou lovest me before the foundatioh of ^ 
*^rorldl" St. Jdhn in the Reyelatiodsj describes 
their felicity thus : " I beheld, and fo a great 
multitude — stood before the thro^e-^^lofhed 
in white robes and palms in their hands, — 
these are they which came out of giieat tiibui* 
lation, and have washed their robes andny^ 
them white in the blood of the lamb: t^»K* 
fore are they before the throne of God, latm 
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i^Qrvc him day ,aBd night iu bis tempte, and 
fc.e wha sitteth on the thjone shall dwell 
liinm^ tbem : And they shall hunger no 
itiore,* and thirst no more; neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat : For the, 
J|!^b shall feed them — and God will wipe 
zyjfiiydll tears from their eyes : and there shall^ 
fee no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying: 
neither shall there be any pain, for the former 
things are passed away." 

5} Their glory will be exalted in proportion to 
their fioUness^ their ti^ibtdation^ and labours. 
That there are different degrees of glory 
among the saints, we need not prove. There 
iare different mansions in heaven— various 
•prclers and principalities in the kingdom q$ 
God above, as tnere are in bis kingdom? 
below— diversities of capacities among the 
Jblessed, and different degrees of meetuess for 
,the " enjoyment of the inheritance of the 
liaints in light." All will doubtless be happy, 
kftd perfectly so; but " they who be wise^ 
j5^ajil' shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
}mw1 tJiiey who turn rti any to righteousness as 
jthie stars fpr ever and ever." St. Paul certainly 
considered his trials and afflictions in the 
light oS i^i«^;r; inasmuch as they would 
tnejst with a more abundwt reward- "The 
J8i^fferi;jgs of this present time are not 
tp bj? compared with the ^lory that 1 
r^yjealed in us," — and again, '^ Our 1 
ilict^pns which ar,e but for a moment ! 
u$ a Jar mor^ creecding and eternal u 
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glory/' — Shall we not then say, that our de- 
parted Brother's gain is great indeed ? A soul 
so. large! — A rtiind so furnished! Labour^ 
so abundant — and a heart so holy ! ' 

The folloxring Testimony will shew with 
• what propriety, we have applied the foregoing 
remarks to our revered Friend. 

The dying Testimony of the Rev. Earl GilHee, 
Rector o/'Barby, Northamptonshire, which 
he left to his Flock the ^evening previous to 
kis death. 

" 1 do not think it right to go out of the 
world, without leaving my dying Testimony 
behind me for the comfoi't of my people, 
which I wish to confirm before two or three 
witnesses, (called in for the express purpose.) 
Therefore I charge you, that are now before 
me, To tell my people — that the truths I 
preached to them in liffe, bear me up above 
the fears of death. My faith in Christ is 
without a shadow or a cloud. It makes me 
happy in the prospect of death. I feel thb 
prospect my chief support. 

I nave nothing to repent of with respect to 
the truths that I have delivered, only that I 
have not been more faithful and zealous for 
the Lord. The religion of Jesus, I feel sa 
pi^cious, that it opei'ates as an antidote 
against every doubt or fear."^ ^ For to jne 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain." * * 
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My family at this time wants a Father's 
care; yet haying Christ in view, I am enabled 
to give them up, knowing that infinite wis- 
dom cannot err. Tell my people, I am a 
sinner, a penitent sinner, a sinner saved by 
grace. I charge them to cleave to the Lord, 
with full purpose of heart. By so doing they 
will find the blessed effects of it in life, and 
the comfort of it in death. Tell them to seek 
to be rooted and grounded in the truths of 
that gospel which I have delivered to them* 
Tell them from their dying minister, and one 
that has a regard for their immortal souls, to 
tie on their guard, that the enemy of souls do 
not get an advantage over them. Tell them 
to be much in prayer, and all the appointed 
means of grace ; that they be not moved from 
the hope of the gospel. 

Tell them to shun not to declare before the 
world, that they are on the Lord's side, and 
advocates for his cause: that they may be 
like good old Simeon ; and able to say from 
heart-felt experience in their last moments^ 
" Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation." 
Tell those who are beginning to think about 
religion, not to put it off till another time*^: 
but to set about it with all diligence; for 
time fiieth away, and death is near at hand. 
Tell them, ah ! tell them, not to trifle wth 
prqcious time : but to seek Christ with their 
whole heart, because the work is important. 
Charge them no longer to halt between two 
q4 
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opdiiicais ; btst to b^ d^mlm in ft mi^t^^^on 
wbictx their eternal all ckpej^d«, ^ ^ 

T^U tho&e of nvy Par>fi^iop«^^ .^]^<> hli^ 
made.light of (the truth$ Av^bichJ .W«|W§ac^C^ 
iMMy.to leflact, anjd .cQpafeier kmr *J#iiy rftph 
poitunktes'tiiey have lost ! How: fnptiy ^^ 
bathe they hav/C . trifled ^a v^y ! Mqw ; ID wy 
scarmqns: tlttcy .have bearjd wilJb iq^iftS^qfqQe^! 
.Hfl^.jmuch^ time they bkvi5 tosfc J^fa^er t9 Jte 
itec^Iedfb— Tell theip, ah ! tell tliew, .^hat (it 
is fliy earnest f rayer, that the deatfei of tbeir 
BJiairt^r ^nay betfce lile of thw $PuljWrt-'y*U 
tfaepa that I find the world to he mw, wbU 
it has been to me for a l^ng time^ j^ol^l^og 
more than a abadow, a vapour— a bubWje-TT* 
liothiog !— Tell my eneipiesi — tlaose who bavc 
treated me, and the truths which I hay« 
preached, with scorn and confceropt, tJbai I 
BOW solemnly declare in the prospect q£ jnj 
speedy dissolution,^ (that nojtfajDg but £ait;h in a 
crucified Redecnuer, md a ^11 idepen^bmciP 
upon his merits, can r^odbr a sinner acQepjbar 
ble ill the sjght of God.'* 

Satotday^veningyiOot. 8,iai5. 

Th^ foil&wing ri^eetions^ tpere made by • tkose 
who wrote the preceding declaration^ 

. *' Theivery affectionate manner wijth which 
tibia dying Christian delivered thia j^obacg^ 
ought not . to bjb forgotten. J{ yrn&dtmij^j^ 
vary mpving scene. Tte iimt^ f^l ^eclim 
bede\Kre€l;faLB icbeefcsrivbik d^liytrnj^hhAoH^ 
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miomf^ His ba«ck and eyes, vtere frequently 
ii&ea up ia the attitude &( prayer, implori^ 
BiblesiJQg tipon hi$ I^t eodeayouiis. WMte 
^gpfinking feis iwii ^petrienc^, and beholding 
ihe prospect before bini| be appeased trans* 
fwarted with the view- In an extacy of joy, 
jie <3;lapped hk bancls together, and $ee«ned a« 
thougn his soul would burst its earthly tene- 
ment., and take its flight to the mansions of 
JEhebtest;' 

r I cannot leave this Testimony without an 
^observation or two. 

I. The ^ornddenoe of thought manif^eted in 
this Sernaon, and in the^ last wprd9 of this 
inan of jGod. Dr. Gilbee did not appoin|: 
the text^pr leave any thing, at the time, e^- 
pressJy within my reach. But how agreeabte 
to fiad him, (after the Sermon was delivered,) 
dwelling particularly upon ike^^me metvf, and 
^^pres^ly rejoicing in the words of our text 
" For t0 me tv the is Christy and t^ iMe is gai?u " 

, II. The assurance of salvation with which 
be closed this mortal scene. We may justlv 
ask here, was this enthusiasm ? "Was this seli- 
deception ? As well, almost, might we charge 
St. Paul with these ; when he said " I know 
«rliam I iiave, believed," &c. Then assurcmce 
pf^alvj^ton is a Christian privilege, and niay 
in mir day be hoped for and enjoyed. Nor 
mstA tbis%m(mmtfiry feeling of a djfU^ Saint, 
it WAS h]^ abiding and prevailing satisfaction. 
q5 
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O, then, may we take care not to ascribe 
that to the delusions of fancy, which is our 
great support, and efficiency both in life aiwl 
death. But if we do not enjoy so diviae a. 
Testimony ourselves, let us rather suspect the 
defectiveness of our aajn religion, than the 
scriptural sobriety and soundness of ihose 
who do. 

III. The doctrines of grace receive here a 
powerful copfirmation of their continuiid Aad 
standing utility. IVhat was it which pro- 
duced these happy results? was it moral 
goodness, or lectures upon the praise of virtue 
and the rewards of good works ? Dr. Gilbee 
was a man of learning — had a handsome 
patrimony — was a person of strict moral 
rectitude — a kind husband, a tendel- Father, 
a faithful Minister of Christ, and a friend to 
mankind. He miglH ahiiost say with St. 
Paul; '* if any man hath whereof he might 
gloiy in tlie flesh, I moi 

least confidence in these 
them at all, or ascribe 
Alas ! these were les 
Vanity. Chcistj and ( 
in him alone, was b 
salvation. 

IV. Enthusiastic cc 
mian delusions, here fii 
Though Dr. Gilbee, wi 
all things but loss, for. 
knowledgei^f Christ J 



yGoosIe 



AND EXPECTATION. 347 

'^and busittess of salvatioti ; yet he never for 
a moment thought of placing confidence in 
Christ, tit of having any assurance or salvation, 
^trtft ^with a '* faith which worketh by love, 
puriftefh^ the hearty^' and comet h the soul to die 
to itself and to the world. His life, bis death, 
and his preatching, all combine td^ prove 
that faith a falsehood which does not produce 
a holy life, and that hope^ delusion which 
does notfiuspire the soul witli a love of purity,^ 
as well as give it assurance of salvation. 

ADDRESS. 
I. To the relatives of the deceased. 

. The office assigned me on this occasion, is 
painful^ and melancholy. But there are many 
circumstances attending your situation, which 
greatly relieve its pungency. The loss you 
have sustained, it is true, cannot be repaired on 
earth. No Friend, lK)wever gracious, or how- 
ever attentive, can be expected to perform 
the kind offices which result from the endeared 
relation of husband and father: especially 
when natural affection is directed by so much 
wisdom^ and sanctified by so large a measure 
of grace. The singular indulgence of provi- 
dence, which you enjoyed in the possession of 
so rare and kind a Friend, has laid you under 
peculiar obligations to gratitude and obedi- 
"ence. TMs has been to you, the greatest and. 

^*' ^ * iJohn ui.3. 
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^ft" of hi$ pw«3L Spib^ Afid Jfe<e pfbilfigP^ 
«j|»ple »s be ei3thiWted> lias »flfor^e4 • ypu^iWt^ 

«>er^iej| ;thg|t they mfty becomiB felessi^ag* 4ti^ 
deed, ftnql th*$ ^¥^ profitiog m^j apjwev W*^ 

' JsTf^w tbis blessmg iB rjempyed, Hs^aiiWl»> 
c6ntepiphte4 by you, jSft thie Scriptur^silire^" 
in a meek, submissive and humble ma^uaer,.. 
A pious and enlightened mind, will vieir 
this painful stroke, as *a ^Mer/^ chasiisemenfr 
and not as. the avengiqg hand of. an angry 
Judge. Your only student relief will be 
fo^nd in him, wbp i^' tb^ " Fatfeer ^ the 
ftthpi'kfts,, md the, fri€p4 of th^ widow." 
Tfpm him (if ^o^gh^ i^^iith and pfgyi?r) you 
will 4mye grace wbigh will ^paW^ vw to^ 
(B^erdi^ thai resjgiiiati^ to the wiljl icw Go^ 
which* upder your distressing loi»s, js /«o 
peculiarly needed. — In aid of so p^in^^ ^^t^ 
Ti^cm^ry » duty, your departed rel^J^e wp3 
a bi^ight ^i^aniple, But he pnjy obteijwd 4i»is 
bigh degi*ee of #pirit^al aflGpctipn, a^ 'OWr 
formity to the will of Go^ by " mi^ Mm 
^ho i> invmble'' And that ^m^ grap^ wbi^h 
md& 30 abundantly poured ou him, ia ^ 
timtjof need, wiU \m suffici^ent frr yoii; wfc 
only \<$ enable you to bmr your piJivi»tMa 
patiently, but to «ay with thp tri#imphi#t. 
Apostle, '' most gladly tlierefore will I jrathcR;' 
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glciykiOTine infirmities, ibat th? powtrof 
^ri|t «iay r^e^t upoa me." This tri^, great 
99 it H may turn to your benefit, if it 3be 
didyi^Wfrtified by the spirit of God to tibe 
jfOiM <>f your immofta} 3Qub. 

You have one mativue l^s for tarthly at- 
(secbme^ts. And one wone; for " fixiiijg^ your 
affections on things above/' An nifixiite 
alleviation is found in the glorious assurance, 
diat your loss will be his ^^gain*'* We haveseen 
liMF joyfuliy, ho?^v triun^pbwtjy, he cQwld 
il4<^ even in the arras of death, the language 
pf ^onr text, " to we to live is Christy and /<? 
dhkg^n'' He had his Saviour, before, in 
jn5?8rftion, a»d prospect ;^ now^ he enjoys the 
ftiU p086esj9ion: H^hn^A then a few drops of 
tfee low^rfXhri^lt shed abroad in his he^rt, 
ivbich filled !the wjiol^ soul with ardent desire; 
nm^ he 4rinh M the rivers ^ pleasure which 
ar^ 0f his right handf^r evermore^ " Of him 
tlHi^Wf^ld was not worthy;" and doubtless we 
may be mti$&ed tfeat such eminent morth 
e«joys peouimr felieity. 

A pie^tion of consolation, njoreover, will, 
we truAt, fee derived, to those who mourn the 
departttce of tBe Father, from the prospect of 
the rifmii^ genims and promising IwpeSy ap- 
pA»jit in the Son. May the mantle of your 
i^Aar, my dear young friend, sit gracefully 
f^^ yati. — May his God^ he your God. —May 
lu^rtrtible portion of liis spirit be v^^mx you. — 
l^fay y(m shiniB in all his graces ; and be more 
8ingtrfbjlyr«njBeiit, holy, and useful, than 
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your parent hats been.-— And may tlie God of 
all grace, console the fatherless and the 
widow, and make them meet for that plade 
where sorrows never enter; and where pa»h 
and affliction never come: There " Gi9d wili 
wipe away all tears from all facts'^-^Tkere 
may you all meet the dear deceased, to gamt 
no more. 

11. To his congregation. 

You, hiy friends, lifave enjoyed the inex- 
pressible privilege of having the gospel of the 
grace of God preached to you ; and preacheti 
under some of its most engaging, and aUu- 
ring forms. You have had the example of a 
preaching life in your 7mniste7^ ; the genuine 
effects of the truths which he recomtttended 
to your acceptance. He was a burning and 
shining light. And some of you have been 
ready to " rejoice^ in his light.'' You recol- 
lect with much satisfaction, with what pleasure 
he comforted you under your triaU; and 
fed you with the bread of heaven. How 
sweet the recollection still ! Yet, how pain- 
ful the thought, that* you " shall -see his 
face" (in this earthly tabernacle) "again no 
more!'' — Well, it is painful: But you will 
see him in heaven ; if you " walk as he walked:'^ 
and if you believe, and live, as you had 
** him for an ensample-" I trust you will havie 
the gospel continued to you. You cattnot 
expect so great a man: yet if you obtain 
one who will be after God's own hear^ to 
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'feed you with wisdom and understanding; 
your souls will live- Pray. Live in faitb« 
JLook with the eye of faith to the place where 
4ieis; wearing white robes, and a palm of 
victory in his hand. Cherish the hope of the 
family. Pray for their consolation and s^lU 
vation. Be followers of your dear pastor. 

** He is happy now, and ye 

^' Soon his happiness shall see.'' 

But some of you remain still in sin and 
unbelief. Arid what shall I say to you ! If 
you 'resisted the powerful voice of Gilbee, I 
cannot expect you will attend to mine. Yet 
I give you one warning more— O! repent, 
ere it be too late. Think what you have lost/ 
Perhaps it is because of your unfruitfulnessy 
or impenitence that he has been removed. 
-Oh ! do not provoke God any longer ; lest he 
should ** swear in his wrath, that you shall not 
enter into his rest." God may be saying, at 
this moment, ** let them alone" You resisted 
the powerful energy of your Minister, whilst 
living. May he be like a spiritual Samson, 
and " slay more at his death than he slew in 
his life." Ah! how it would grieve his happy 
spirit now (if grief could enter heaven) to 
find^aw still hardened in your sin. The Lord 
melt your hard hearts, else you will see him 
4igain no nwre. And what will yiou " gain ? " 
He has gained heaven and everlasting glory : 
But what will be your portion ? O, I tremble 
at the thought; it will iaevitaWy be damnation/ 
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Qki think on tlm$,-r^^' can you dwdl wifSi 
the devouring fire? can you dwell mewt^ 
lasting burnings?" JEwrkfting bwrttmg^ 
iaad>e seven time^ more hot from ywiv ^i^om^ 
tempt fif truths bo pure, and «ief^ie$ ao bigiify 
feeottiiiiended. Oh ! friendfii, tlie sight m 
your Minister by the side of Christ, .ii *be 
bar of God will ni^k^ you trepjjble. Oh! 
Friends, would you preveat ttwt awful doom? 
" Be zealous therefore and repent.'' 

3.J To the Rffverend Brethren* 

We naturally moiiij^n tfaie loss ^tch mik 
have sustained ; but much onore^ bis iiiBs:cti> 
the Church of God. But we are poer^iAdgeift 
of what is right. He had done hjs uriork;-*^ 
he was ripe for heaven ; aaid mfw he ia mjoy- 
ing the fdicity of the iiiessed. Then 'Wiy 
should we be so/«elfish as to wish for bim 
here? A little time and we sfaaH also go. 
If tir^ are ready as<^trwaS| we^shall maet agiin. 
His better part is liot ^dead; he Itvieth, and 
behold he *^ is alive for ci?i€Tnioiie.*' llhe 
Almighty can do bis work wrthiMit ^ m 
without him. But if he has been graclousigr 
pleased to '^ €0unt us yaiY^w/, jiuttingxis into 
<the Ministry ;" a fearful responsibititj. lias 
lapon us to prove ourselves faith&l m lik 
eause. 

We have touch improveoient to gather feosi 
this afflictive visitatioii. If jom dcceawd 
Brother was so eminent, siid yM; femi»ed.80 
preinatuFely; ^ under this intim^oiL^oidd 
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(^;jEj^r4" We jhay^ ^^ ble§^ Mas tier. )Kf? 
Q9iiiK)t dp too ,mmh ^^ iiiip* So^ls jffp^ 
plWsUing fqr l^?k qf knowledge ; ?iv4 ti*P]^- 
feg m$p etarpity 4aUy. If we have not l;^€ 
V Wepfc" fjr "Fiw T8*e^s" qf our d.qco^ 

IKQ i^baubi bp JI;be/more drjigent to coa;^ecraite^ 
t^ one t9 G<Ki, ^.i« g^i^c^ c^lb fa^ss i^ 
feeblest njieaiis,^ for m ^vfiry g^^ tli^e work i$ 
his. And a life of indolence, or sloth, under 
the notion of being but " small and of no 
reputation," and of being able to do so little, 
will be followed with the denunciation, of 
wicked and slothful servant. May we regard 
the words of our dying Brother — ** I ikve 
nothing to repent Qf respecting the truths 
which I have delivered, only that I have not 
been more faithful and zealous for tfie Lord." 

We have a blessed example before us. 
Many blessed examples; for we are surrounded 
with a " multitude of witnesses ;" many of 
whom have doubtless through much tribula- 
tion entered into their glory* Let us then be 
followers of them, as they were of Christ. 
We may learn from his example ; yea, may 
" gain'' both by his life and death. His iife 
was Christ. May we imitate his fidelity—' 
his sanctity— his deadness to the world — ^his 
humility — his resignation. — His death itself 
is a lesson. It inspires hope to see the soul 
more ardent^ aod more alive, as the body 
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dies, God cheers bis servants with consolia^ 
tion by the way. How instructive the deatb 
bed of a departing saint. If we live, bs he 
lived, we may hope to die as he died; ^'re- 
joicing in the Lord/' May the Lord of the 
harvest send forth many labourers into the 
harvest. Many endued with the talents, the 
spirit, and the laboriousness of those wha 
are gone before : Of those who have turned 
many to righteousness, and are shining " a& 
the stars for ever and ever." Amen« 



FINISH, 



J. Eedej, Piintiri BockiaikMW 
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